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A Note From Our President 

IPA Newsletter 
Happy New Year, Polka Fans, 

We hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas holiday and a happy, healthy New Year. We certainly did 
here at the IPA, and we want to thank all of youðour members, supporters, musicians, and fansðfor 
helping make the past year such a success. As we look ahead, we are genuinely excited about what the 
future holds and the many ideas and initiatives we have planned for 2026 and beyond. 

One of our most exciting ongoing projects is the development of the new Virtual IPA Hall of Fame Muse-
um. After spending an entire weekend in Chicago carefully organizing, categorizing, and scanning dec-
ades of IPA memorabilia, we are more energized than ever to bring this project to life. This collection 
represents the rich history of polka music and the people who helped shape it, and we cannot wait to 
share these stories, photos, recordings, and artifacts with polka fans around the world. Soon, we will 
also be reaching out to fans, bands, and promoters to encourage them to preserve their own polka 
memorabilia so it can be included in the Virtual Hall of Fame. By working together, we can ensure that 
the legacy of polka music is protected and accessible for generations to come. 

We are also continuing our efforts to find the correct location to host the 2027 IPA Polka Festival and Convention. This remains 
a top priority for the organization. We will soon be touring a potential site that may be a strong candidate, and we are optimistic 
about what it could offer. Our goal is to move beyond a traditional hotel setting and find a true destinationðone that allows pol-
ka fans to enjoy great music and dancing while also experiencing something new and exciting. A destination-style location 
would create more opportunities for socializing, dancing, and celebrating polka throughout the entire event. As plans progress, 
we will share updates and details with you. 

Finally, as I always say, please continue to support polka bands, musicians, promoters, and polka organizations everywhere. 
Many individuals and groups are working tirelessly to bring polka music to new audiences and keep it vibrant and relevant. 
Supporting live music, attending events, purchasing recordings, and encouraging younger generations to participate are all 
essential to ensuring that polka music continues to thrive. If we want this wonderful music to live on for future generations, we 
must support all bands, all styles, and all promoters who are dedicated to keeping polka alive. 

Thank you again for your continued support of the IPA. We look forward to an exciting and memorable year ahead. 
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Witamy czlonkow! 

Du allen unseren Mitgliedern und ihrer Familie Ge-
sundheit, Gluck und Wohlstand im neuen Jahr! 
(Wishing all our members and their families health, 
happiness, and prosperity in the New Year!)   

I hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas and 
had time to relax and enjoy the holiday season. 
Corinne and I celebrated Christmas with my in-laws 
(Carl and Janice Prushinski) in Vero Beach. We 
were blessed to share our Polish traditions.  The 
breaking of the oplatek on Christmas Eve (my wifeôs 
favorite day of the year) was our most sacred tradi-
tion. Wigilia is always an emotional time, and it's the 
most cherished night of our family.  

FL Musician Spotlight: Eddie Meyers 

Eddie was born and raised in 
Elizabeth, New Jersey, in a 
neighborhood rich in Polish cul-
ture and music. With a nearby 
Polish Falcons and Ukrainian 
Hall, it wasnôt surprising that his 
musical interest began at an ear-
ly age. In fourth grade, Eddie re-
ceived a clarinet from his uncle, 
which hooked him. After taking 
lessons in school and practicing 
religiously at home every day, he 
became a proud member of the 
Grammar School band.   

His interest expanded in junior 
high school when his music teacher began teaching 
him how to read music and introduced him to the 
saxophone. During this time, Eddie met accordionist 
Pete Caruso and drummer Frank Wojtascek. They 
began rehearsing as a trio featuring Eddie on clari-
net. The bandôs first gig was playing at a PTA meet-
ing for St. Peter and Paul Church in Elizabeth.  

Eddie was also recommended to play with Johnny 
Lenard, who needed a clarinetist. Johnny called him 
to come for an audition at his fatherôs tavern. Eddie 
was still not a great music reader, but took the mu-
sic home and mastered playing it from memory.  At 
the age of only 15, Eddie played his first job with 
Johnny, earning just $5.00. As time went on, Eddie 
kept practicing and improving while taking lessons 
at Gutowskiôs Music Store.  

In high school, Eddie continued playing with the 

Johnny Lenard Band and special-
ized in Bernie Witkowski tunes on 
the clarinet. Johnny suggested at 
that time that Eddie also take les-
sons from Wally Balicki. Eddie 
pursued that opportunity and took 
a 1-hour bus ride from Elizabeth 
to Irvington, New Jersey, weekly 
for 2 years. His dedication paid 
off, and Eddie also learned how to play the tenor 
saxophone during that time. He earned money by 
working as a pinsetter at a bowling alley and by re-
turning deposit bottles, and bought his first Conn 
tenor saxophone for $70.  

After High School, Eddie studied at The Juilliard 
School for one year, but he did not have the funds 
to continue. That led him to become a trades-
man in heavy maintenance fabrication, doing 
pipe welding, machine shop work, and rigging. 
Eddie then became an active-duty Army soldier 
and was released from the Army in the early 
1960ôs.    

Bobby Stavins then asked Eddie to join The 
Tune Toppers, playing the clarinet. He recorded 
a demo album with the band at Al Soykaôs barn 
in Somers, Connecticut.  Shortly after that re-
cording, the Tune Toppers disbanded, and the 
Bobby Stavins band was formed, playing polkas 
at weddings and private parties. The band rec-
orded the ñBonanzaò album, which featured ar-
rangements written by Eddie and accordionist 

Walter Stzurma. One of Eddieôs best-known ar-
rangements was the ñBonanza Polkaò based on the 
Bonanza TV show theme. Eddie performed with the 
Stavins band for 5 years and appeared on 2 of 
Stavinsô albums. 

During his playing career, he performed with Gene 
Mendalski, Bud Hundenski, Jaĸ Prazsniski, Jan 
Lewan, Bernie Goydish, Walt Wagner, Chuck Pen-
dzak, and Walter Procany. 

Eddie moved to Florida with his wife, Esther, in 
2000, settling in Wesley Chapel (New Tampa area). 
Eddie and Esther began dancing at the local Polish 
clubs, where they met Jan Cyman. Jan asked Eddie 
to sit in with the Musicalaires on a few songs and 
hired him on the spot! In 2001, the band recorded 
their Christmas CD ñPolkas for the Christmas Sea-
son,ò featuring Eddie on clarinet and saxophone.  

.ȅ .ǊŀŘ ¢ǳǊƪ 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜύ 
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ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜύ 

In late 2002, Jan Cyman and The Musicalaires 
broke up, and Eddie was looking for another  

adventure. He joined a new band called The North-
ern Sounds featuring Eddie on alto, tenor sax, flute, 
and clarinet. Eddie has been playing with The North-
ern Sounds for the past 23 years. He also performs 
with the Florida Jazz Express, Tampa Bay Big Band,  

Cypress Creek Dixieland Band, Carolwood Jukebox 
Band, and the Blue Notes Band. 

I want to thank Eddie for being a loyal IPA member 
and making a lifetime career playing polka music. 
Itôs an honor to share the stage with him, where he 
is admired for being an actual perfectionist. I hope 
he continues to share his musical talent for many 
more years to come!  

Please continue to support our Clubs & Bands: 

Polish American Pulaski Club of Daytona Beach 
is having their Dinner/Dances at the SNPJ 
Lodge #603, 421 North Samsula Drive, New 
Smyrna Beach. Jan. 11

th
 KeyTones, Jan. 25

th
 Pol-

ka All Stars, Feb. 8
th
 Brewski Brothers, Feb. 22

nd
 

Frank Moravcik from Ohio, March 8
th
 Jim Wicks, 

March 22
nd
 Brewski Brothers. For dinner reserva-

tions, call Irene/Club (386) 258-7059. For addition-
al info. Please visit their Facebook page. 

General K. Pulaski Citizens Club of Belleview. 
(The club is in the process of being sold.) The club 
will be holding its annual dinner dances on Feb. 
15th, March 15th, and Easter Sunday, April 5th, 
with Northern Sounds Band. Please contact Brad 
for more info.  

Polish American Society of St. Petersburg, is 
having their Dinner/Dances on Jan. 4

th
 Northern 

Sounds, Jan. 11
th
 Gone Coastal, Jan. 18

th
 Polka 

All Stars, Jan. 25
th
 Jam-N-Jive, Feb. 1

st
 Polka All 

Stars, Feb. 8
th
 Frank Moravcik from Ohio, Feb. 15

th
 

Paczki Day with Gone Coastal, Feb. 22
nd
 Polka All 

Stars, March 1
st 
Northern Sounds, March 8

th
 Frank 

Moravcik from Ohio, March 15
th
 Gone Coastal, 

March 22
nd
 Northern Sounds, April 6

th
  Dyngus 

Day with Gone Coastal from 5-8pm, April 12
th
 

Northern Sounds. Please visit their Facebook 
page, or website: www.polishsociety.org, Dinner 
reservations call Rita (727) 347-7944, club (727)
894-9908 for more info. 

Polish American Social Club of Vero Beach. The 
club is getting ready for their Polka season on Feb. 
8
th
, 2026, with Eddie Forman Orch. (EFO) Dinner 

1pm, Dancing 2-5pm. For all of their monthly 
events, please join their Facebook page, visit their 
website www.pacvbusa.org, or email: 

pascverobeach@gmail.com. Call the club at (772) 
778-0039.   

SNPJ Lodge #603 in Samsula. FLORIDAôS POL-
KAFEST 2026 CELEBRATING 100 years on Fri-
day, Feb. 20

th
, kitchen opens 4-8pm with a Jam 

session hosted by Kristijan Razpotnik/Vince Rigler; 
admission is only $1.00 per person. On Saturday, 
Feb 21st, featuring Frank Moravcik Band from 
Ohio, the kitchen opens at 12N, Dancing 1-5pm, 
admission $15.00 per person. Full Bar, Great 
Food, special prizes & more! For info. call the club 
(386)-428-3983. Join their Facebook page SNPJ 
Lodge 603 Official site for all their events, 
snpjlodge603@gmail.com. Visit their website:  
www.samsulasnpjlodge603.com. 

2026 Polkas Events: 

Jan. 15
th
: Molly B & Squeeze Box @ German Am. 

Society Friendship of Pinellas Park, 8098 66
th
 

Street North Pinellas Park. For times/ticket info. 
call (727) 350-6520 

Feb. 5
th
: Polka Country Musicians @ World Famous 

Parrot Lounge, 911 Sunrise Lane, Ft. Lauderdale, 
Party starts at 8 pm. Info. call Maryrose (954) 594-
6883 

Feb. 6
th
: Polka Country Musicians/Dyna Brass @ 

location/time to be determined. Info. call Maryrose 
(954) 594-6883 

Feb. 7
th
: Polka Party Eddie Forman Orch. (EFO) 

Englewood Elks Lodge 401 N. Indiana Ave. Eng-
lewood, FL. Food 4:30pm, Dance 5-9pm, Advance 
tickets $18/Door $20. Call: (941) 474-1404 

Feb. 20
th
 & 21

st
: SNPJ Florida Polka Festival/

Samsula Polka Festival Celebrating 100 years - 
Friday featuring Jam sessions 5-8pm. Saturday 
Frank Moravcik Band from Ohio from 1pm-5pm. 
Homemade food, cash bar, jam sessions, raffles, 
call (386) 428-3983 

Feb. 26
th
: Jimmy Sturr Band @ Florida Strawberry 

Festival Plant City, 303 Berryfest Place Plant City. 
For info. /Tickets call: (813) 754-1996, (845) 651-
4266 

Feb. 27
th
: Jimmy Sturr Band @ Polish American So-

ciety of St. Pete 1343 Beach Drive South East St. 
St. Petersburg FL. Dance 5-9pm. Advance tickets 
$23/Door $28. Call: (845) 651-4266 

Feb. 28
th
: Jimmy Sturr Band @ Polish Am. Social 

Club, 343 Prima Vista Blvd., Port St. Lucie, Dance 
12N ï 4pm. Tickets/info. call: (845) 651-4266. Call 
the club (727) 894-9908 

http://www.polishsociety.org
http://www.pacvbusa.org
mailto:pascverobeach@gmail.com
mailto:snpjlodge603@gmail.com
http://www.samsulasnpjlodge603.com


February - March 2026 Official Publication of the International Polka Association, Inc.È 

 

Page 4 

April 6
th
 Dyngus Day: Gone Coastal @ Polish 

American Society of St. Pete 1343 Beach Drive 
South East St. St. Petersburg FL. Dance 5-8pm. 
Get your advance Tickets! Limited seatingé
Call the club (727)-894-9908 

April 6
th
 Dyngus Day: Polka All Stars @ The Origi-

nal Crabby Billôs, 401 Gulf Blvd., Indian Rocks 
Beach. Free event! bring your water cannons to 
get wet! Beach party starts at 1pm. Call (727)-595-
4825  

Please support Floridaôs Polka IJôs. Featured on 
the Polka Jammer Network, 2009 IPA Hall of Famer 
Joe Oberaitis with Slovenian Polka Blast (Thur.), 
and Polkas 101 (Sat.). IPA member Ray Skorka, 
can be heard on Crankinô Polkas (Fri.). High on Pol-
kaôs every (Sat.) on PolkaRadio.org featuring IPA 
members Tara, Diane, Jimmy and Billy. 

If you would like any additional information about our 
clubs, polka dances or special events, email me at 
bradturk@cox.net or call the Polka Hot Line: (352) 
875-3961. Please continue to support LIVE polka 
music and our clubs! 

IPA Florida Director Brad Turk 
presented Jasiu Klocek & the Salt 
City Brass, a Certificate of Appre-
ciation from the IPA for playing 
polka music for the past 50 years. 
It was given to Jasiu at the Polish 
American Society of St. Peters-
burg's Christmas Koledy Dance.   

mailto:bradturk@cox.net
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New  

lifetime  

Members  

5ŀƴƛŜƭ [ƛǎȊƪŀΣ hI 
!ŘŀƳ {ƻŎƘŀΣ ²L 

/ƘŜǎǘŜǊ !Φ tŀƭŀΣ WǊΦΣ Lb 
aƛŎƘŀŜƭ YǊŀƳŀǊΣ /! 
wƛŎƘŀǊŘ .ǳōǳƭŀΣ L[ 
YŜƛǘƘ DŜƴƴŜǊƳŀƴΣ ²L 

!ƴǘƘƻƴȅ ½ǳǇŀƴŎƘƛŎƪΣ t! 
wƛŎƘƛŜ ¸ǳǊƪƻǾƛŎƘΣ ²L 
!ƴŘȅ CŜƴǳǎΣ t! 

 
 

¢ƘŀŘŘŜǳǎ {ȊȅƳŀƴǎƪƛΣ b¸ 
aŀǊƛŀƴƴŜ .ǳȊƛƴǎƪƛΣ aL 
9ŘŘƛŜ .ƛŜƎŀƧΣ t! 

 

¢ŀŘȊƛǳ ϧ tŀǘǊƛŎƛŀ YƛŜǿƛŎȊΣ b±  
.ŀǎƛŀ ϧ YŜǾƛƴ !ŘŀƳǎΣ hI 

²ŀȅƴŜ {ƭŜǇŜŎƪȅΣ hI 
5ƻƴ IǳƴƧŀŘƛΣ ²L 
.ƻƴƴƛŜ {ȊŀōƻΣ hI 
.Ǌȅŀƴ hΩ5ƻƴƴŜƭƭΣ ²L 
wƛŎƪ tƛƻǘǊƻǿǎƪƛΣ C[ 
WƻƘƴ tƛƭŎƘΣ C[ 
DŀǊȅ {ǊƻƪŀΣ b¸ 
.ƻō tǊȅǘƪƻΣ a! 

[ŜƛƎƘ 5ŜŎƘŀƛƴŜΣ !½ 
9Ř [ƛǘƻǎΣ /¢ 

9ƭƭŜƴ wƻƘǊōŀŎƘΣ t! 
¢ŜŘ ²ƻƧŎƛƪΣ L[ 
WƻŜ wŀŀǇΣ b¸ 
¢ƻƳ /ƻƴƪƭƛƴΣ b¸ 

/ƘŀǊƭŜǎ ²ŜǎƭƻǿǎƪƛΣ b¸ 
WŜǊŜƳȅ ¸ǊƪƻǎƪƛΣ b9 

New 

9ŘƛŜ .ƭŀƛǊΣ C[ 
WƻƘƴ {ǘŀƴƪȅΣ t! 
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On The Beat ï with Michael Morris 

IPA Hall of Fame Member, Alfred Vrazel, Retires Polka Show 

As published in the January 2026 Texas Polka 
News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The year was 1955. Elvis Presley signed with RCA; 
Disneyland opened its doors in California; Velcro 
was invented; Tappan introduced the first domestic 
microwave oven; The first McDonaldôs franchise un-
der Ray Kroļ (yes, he was Czech!) opened in Des 
Plaines, Ill; and KMIL 1330AM hit the airwaves in 
Cameron, TXélaunching Alfred Vrazelôs incredible 
70-year radio career.  What began as a local 30-
minute, live performance from ñStudio Aò by the Vra-
zel Playboys, became a Texas ï and internationally-
recognized ï 2 İ hour program enjoyed by genera-
tions of faithful listeners of all ages.   

Alfred decided to retire his show on December 28, 
2025, culminating with a 3-hour program co-hosted 
by his family. His final show featured an all-Vrazelsô 
Polka Band playlist, stories, special memories, and 
a slew of congratulations and dedications to Alfred 
on his monumental career.  

Alfred Vr§ģel was born on September 6, 1940, on 
the family farm in Yarrellton, TX. His parents were 
Flori§n and Albina (Ġustek) Vr§ģel, who were of 
Czech-Moravian descent. Alfredôs interest in music 
began at the tender age of 10, when he persuaded 
his parents to order him a two-row Hohner button 
accordion from a Sears, Roebuck and Co. catalog.  
Soon thereafter, Alfred ï along with his brother, 
Ant·n, and their three cousins (Lad²s, Louis, and 
Leo Vr§ģel), started a band they named the Vrazel 
Playboys.  A few years later after some personnel 

changes, they changed their name to the Vrazelsô 
Polka Band ï as it remained for the next 50-plus 
years. 

In a 2003 interview with then Texas Polka News 
Publisher, Theresa Ļernoch-Parker, Alfred stated, 
ñIn the early years, most of the Sunday polka danc-
es were held in the evening, which allowed us to 
play live on the air from KMIL and still play our regu-
lar Sunday night dances. Along about 1960 the 
showôs format changed to me using recorded mu-
sic.ò  During our recent interview for this article, Al-
fred shared, ñWe didnôt have any vinyl records at 
that time, so we would setup at the Buckholts (TX) 
SPJST Hall near home and record ourselves onto 
reel-to-reel tape so that weôd have some music to 
play on the air.ò  

It still makes my head spin whenever I think that in 
1955, a 15-year-old Alfred Vr§ģel began hosting a 
polka radio show that aired for 70 years!  A bit of 
ciphering reveals that Alfred likely hosted close to 
4,000 programs ï which included many years of 
Christmas shows with co-host Bernie Gebala, as 
well as Memorial Day and Veteransô Day shows 
where Alfred was joined by co-hosts, Porter Young 
and Gene Mitchan, who earned the moniker, ñThe 
Awesome Threesomeò. 

To further break your mind, try to conjure up the 
number of bands or songs that Alfred played, dedi-
cations made, weather and crop reports given, sto-
ries told, commercials aired, and dances and events 
that were mentioned on his show throughout the 
years; the numbers are staggering! Speaking of 
dedications, in the early years Alfred received writ-
ten requests on hand-written .01 postcards, along 
with a random assortment of letters he would find 
piled up at the radio station when he arrived prior to 
showtime. From the mid-1970ôs ï early 1980ôs, Al-
fredôs daughter, Cindy, assisted him by answering 
the KMIL telephone during the show, fielding a mul-
titude of call-in requests.  In the later years, Alfred 
pre-recorded his show from his home studio in their 
music room. During this period, the bulk of requests 
came via email to his wife, Bernice, which she com-
piled and organized for him to read on air.  Bernice 
is certain that the secret to Alfredôs success and lon-
gevity is because, ñéhe is kind, down-to-earth, sin-
cere, a stickler for details, and always worked hard 
to please his audience.ò  
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So, what exactly drives someone to stay committed 
to an avocation for that length of time? As it is with 
Alfred and his family ï and most folks of his genera-
tion ï their word is their bond. You donôt need a no-
tification or reminder from your mobile deviceéyou 
donôt need a signed paper contractéall you need is 
a handshake.  Alfred committed to his radio show 
just like he commits to living life. Alfred is DEDI-
CATED: Devoted to a purpose; having a single-
minded loyalty to something or someone. Alfred is 
CONSISTENT: Done in the same way over time, so 
as to be fair and accurate. Alfred is DEPENDABLE: 
Trustworthy; reliable. Alfred is LOYAL: Showing a 
firm and constant support or allegiance to some-
thing. Alfred is PASSIONATE: Having and showing 
strong feelings about something; having a strong 
belief. Alfred is DEVOTED: Giving a large part of 
oneôs time or resources to someone or something.  

Alfred is FAITHFUL: Remaining loyal and steadfast 
to a belief or cause, or to someone or something. 
Alfred has INTEGRITY: The quality of being honest; 
having strong moral principles. Alfred is GENUINE: 
real, authentic, sincere. Alfred is HUMBLE: Not ar-
rogant or self-important; unpretentious. Alfred 
Vrazelôs Polka Show was ICONIC: Famous or wide-
ly recognized as a representative of a particular 
place, era, or culture. 

Consider the monumental changes made in broad-
cast technology during the last 70 years: AM/FM 
bands; tubes, transmitters, and towers; program 
syndication; computers, internet, and email; stream-
ing radio; HD (High-Definition) radio; Bluetooth con-
nectivity; satellite radio; smart phones and apps; 
digital recording and broadcasting hardware and 
softwareéwhew! It takes a special individual to do 
so, but Alfred met, accepted, and adapted to all 
those changes during his long career.  

Alfred gives credit and thanks to his Grandson, Mat-
thew Strmiska, for helping to usher grandpa into 
the digital age by getting his laptops loaded, orga-
nized, and ready to make recording his show at 
home as efficient as possible.  

Even if you were just a casual listener to Alfredôs 
show, youôd soon realize that it was not your run-of-
the-mill polka/waltz show. He played a wide variety 
of music including classic country, gospel music, 
ĻeskĨ Koledy (Czech Christmas songs), choir/
chorale music from Texas vocal groups, and a wide 
variety of folk music. Alfred estimates that his vast 
music library contains more than 5,000 songs!  

Among his many accomplishments and accolades 
both as a bandleader and radio show host, Alfred 
was humbled to be inducted into the International 

Polka Association Hall of Fame when he was giv-
en the Pioneer Award by the IPA in 2014. 

Now that Alfred has put his show duties aside, what 
does he plan to do now and in the future? Being a 
life-long farmer and rancher, Alfred loves and miss-
es those pursuits. But heôs 85 years old knows his 
physical limitations, so he spends time doing chores 
in and around his home, which includes keeping a 
neat and tidy yard.  Alfred has always enjoyed 
watching western shows and movies, especially 
Gunsmokeéas well as The Andy Griffith Show. He 
and Bernice still enjoy traveling, going to cultural 
events and dances, and listening to music. They 
eagerly look forward to visiting more often with fami-
ly and friends ï things that the music business 
sometimes impacted. Most of all, they give thanks 
to the thousands of faithful listeners and hundreds 
of loyal sponsors that theyôve had the pleasure of 
serving over the years. 

Alfred concluded with, ñIôm really blessed. God al-
lowed me to do exactly what I loved to do all my life. 
When asked whatôs his best advice, he paused and 
replied, ñJust be yourself.  And always remember 
your roots and where you came from.ò   

Written by Michael Morris ï Texas Polka News 
michael@texaspolkanews.com 

Submitted for reprint by Danny Zapletal, IPA 
Trustee, Southwest Region 
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2026 IPA Newsletter Schedule 

Issue Deadline for Submissions 

April - May 2026 February 15, 2026 

June - July 2026 April 15, 2026 

August - September 2026 June 15, 2026 

October - November 2026 August 15, 2026 

December 2025 - January 2027 October 15, 2026 

Hey Chris, I wanted to send to you and the 
IPA a huge THANK YOU for thinking of me 
with the Certificate of Appreciation while I 
celebrated my 40th Anniversary on the air 
on WDEZ's Polka Jamboree. As we all 
know, we don't do this for recognition but 
for our love and passion of Polka's and the 
Industry. Things like this remind us that 
people do appreciate our efforts. It is great-
ly appreciated and again give my thanks to 
your board of directors and anyone who 
helped make this happen. See you down 
polka road!! 

Best regards, 
Jeff Heinz 
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It is possible ï and they may love it.  For those who 
grew up in an era where polkas were stigmatized, 
that may no longer be the case.  Here is a recent 
experience that demonstrates this. 

The KOSMIX were recently asked to travel to Chi-
cago to play for a group of 7-11 graders.  This end-
ed up being such a blast (for them and for the 
band). 

This group of young people was the confirmation 
class and high school CCD class from a parish in 
western/central Pennsylvania.  The pastor (Fr. Aron 
Maghsoudi) arranged an extraordinary pilgrimage to 
Chicago, South Bend, and Milwaukee, including vis-
its to spectacular churches in those areas.  The his-
tory associated with these churches is rich in con-
veying the faith and ethnic heritage of the people 
who built them. 

So, where does polka music fit in?  Fr. Aron (who 
recognizes the value of our ethnic heritage) thought 
that a visit to Chicago should include a polka expe-
rience.  So, on the Saturday evening of the tour, he 
thought it would be great to have a polka band play 

for the group.  This was a full 
immersion experience which included lessons on 
dancing the polka (and czardasz).  The polka les-
son started with simply moving to the music in 
whatever way they wanted, then progressed to the 
simple 1,2,3 step, and then to the Chicago hop. 

There were contests (i.e. which group ï the young 
people or their parents ï could be louder singing ñoj 
danaò on the Oj Dana Polka, or ñOjò on a Teenag-
erôs version of Oj, Oj, Oberek, or ñDzien Dobryò on 
Good Day polka, or a contest of who could do the 
best job playing the tuba on the Tuba Polka) and 
other ways for the youth (and parents) to be en-
gaged in the evening. 

This all built up to a ñBridal Danceò.  I have some 
videos of this event that I wish I could share.  It was 
just a fantastic scene of young people (who didnôt 
come in as polka fans) and their parents having a 
fantastic timeé  I hear from Fr. Aron that the kids 
have been talking about this time for weeks, and 
they are looking forward to another polka experi-
ence. 

By Randy Koslosky 

Sargeant-at-Arms 
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§ ШÑcEШÑ§Âf9Ш§[ШÉc Åf ]ШÂ§xu Ш~ÖÉf9Ш 
ìfÑcШò§Ö ]ШÂE§ÂxEв 

IPA Certificates of Appreciation 

WƻƘƴ WΦ όIŀǇǇȅ WŀŎƪύ .ǳǊƴŀǘƻǿǎƪƛ  - Lƴ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǝƻƴ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ плǘƘ !ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǇǊƻƳƻǝƴƎ ŀƴŘ ōǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǝƴƎ 

Ǉƻƭƪŀǎ ƻƴ ²![bΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ /ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǝƻƴǎΦ όbƻǾŜƳōŜǊΣ нлнрύ 

Wŀǎƛǳ YƭƻŎŜƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ŀƭǘ /ƛǘȅ .Ǌŀǎǎ - Lƴ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǝƻƴ ƻŦ ƻǾŜǊ рл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ  

/ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǝƻƴǎΦ ό5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΣ нлнрύ 

wŀȅƳƻƴŘ άwŀȅ Wŀȅέ WŀǊǳǎƛƴǎƪƛ - Lƴ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǝƻƴ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŜũƻǊǘǎ ƛƴ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǝƴƎ tƻƭƪŀ aǳǎƛŎ ŦƻǊ 

ƻǾŜǊ рл ȅŜŀǊǎΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ /ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǝƻƴǎΦ ό5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΣ нлнрύ 

9ŘȊƛǳ hƎǊƻŘƴȅΣ 5ŀǾŜ 5ƻƳōǊƻǿǎƪƛΣ aŀǧ DǊŜƎƎΣ ¢ŜŘ Dƛōŀƭŀ - Lƴ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǝƻƴ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŜũƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŘƛŎŀπ

ǝƻƴ ƛƴ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ wŀȅ Wŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ŀǊƻǳǎŜƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǝƴƎ tƻƭƪŀǎΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ /ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǝƻƴǎΦ 
ό5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΣ нлнрύ 

aƛŎƘŀŜƭ /ƻǎǘŀ - Lƴ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǝƻƴ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜǝǊŜƳŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ .ŜŀǘΣ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ tƻƭƪŀ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ 
ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǝǊŜƭŜǎǎ ŜũƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳ 
ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƻũ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƎŜ ǇǊƻƳƻǝƴƎ Ǉƻƭƪŀ ƳǳǎƛŎΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ /ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǝƻƴǎΦ όWŀƴǳŀǊȅΣ нлнсύ 

{ǘŜǾŜ IŀȅŜǎǘ - Lƴ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǝǊŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ŜŀǘΣ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ tƻƭƪŀ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎΦ !ǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƳǳǎƛŎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǳǎΣ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ 
ƭŜŀǾŜ ǳǎΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ /ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǝƻƴǎΦ όWŀƴǳŀǊȅΣ нлнсύ 
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 мǎǘ ς wƻōŜǊǘ DǳȅŜǧŜΤ ²ŀƴŘŀ DǳŎŀΤ  
.Ǌȅŀƴ hΩ5ƻƴƴŜƭƭ 

 нƴŘ ς 5ƻƴ IŜŘŜƪŜǊΤ WƻŘȅ aŀŘŘƛŜΤ  
9ŘǿŀǊŘ {ƪǿƛŀǘ  

 пǘƘ ς wŜƴŀ YŀǇƪŀ 

 рǘƘ ς 5ƻƴ IŀŘŜǊƭŜΤ 5ŀǾƛŘ 
aŀǘǳǎȊŜǿǎƪƛΤ  
5ŀƴ [ƛǎȊƪŀ 

 тǘƘ - DǊŜƎ /ƘǿƻƧŘŀƪΤ 9ŘŘƛŜ .ƛŜƎŀƧ 

 уǘƘ ς  9ŘǿŀǊŘ YǳǘŀǎΤ ¢ƛũŀƴȅ aƛŀǎƻ 

 фǘƘ ς wƻƴ ½ȅǿƛŎƛŜƭΤ !ƭ WŜƭƛƴŜƪΤ 

млǘƘ ς tŀǧȅ YǳȊƴƛŀǊ 

ммǘƘ ς  WƛƳ {ǘŀƴƛǎƘΤ  

мнǘƘ ς 5Ŝŀƴƴŀ IƻũƳŀƴΤ aƛƪŜ aŀƎŘƻƴΤ  
5ŀǿƴ tƛǧ 

моǘƘ ς DŜǊǊȅ YŀƳƛƴǎƪƛ 

мпǘƘ ς CǊŜŘ YŜƴŘȊƛŜǊǎƪƛ  

мрǘƘ ς CǊŀƴƪ {ǘŜǘŀǊ 

мсǘƘ ς [ƻǊƛ [ŀŎƘƴŜǊΤ /ƘǊƛǎ ½Ŝƭŀǎƪƻ 

мтǘƘ ς aŀǊƛŀƴƴŜ DƛŘŜƻƴ 

муǘƘ ς [ƛƴŘŀ IǳǊƭŜȅΤ !ƭ ±ƻƭŜƪ 

мфǘƘ ς !ƴƴŀ .ƻǊƻǿǎƪƛΤ ¢ȅƭŜǊ WŀƴǎƻƴΤ  
IŜƭŜƴ .ƻōŜŎƪ 

нлǘƘ ς .ŜŎƪȅ [ƛǾŜǊƳƻǊŜΤ ¢ŜǊǊȅ tƻǇŜƪΤ 
 WƻƘƴ {ƪƭŀǊǎƪȅ 

ннƴŘ ς {ǘŜǾŜ wƻŘƎŜǊǎΤ  
/ŀǘƘȅ /ƻōƭƛǎƘΤ aŀǊƪ WƛǊƛƪƻǾŜŎ 

ноǊŘ ς WŜǊǊȅ IŀƭƪƻǎƪƛΤ  Wŀƴ 5ǊŜǎǎƭŜǊ 

нпǘƘ ς 9ŘŘƛŜ ½ŀǾŀǎƪƛΣ WǊΤ WƻƘƴ 
[ŜǎƴƛŜǿǎƪƛΤ {ŀƴŘȅ .ƻƎŘƻƴΤ Yŀπ
ǊŜƴ [ŀƪƻǘŀΤ aŀǧ [ŜǿŀƴŘƻǿǎƪƛΤ  
.ǊǳŎŜ YƻǊƻǎŀ 

нрǘƘ ς YŀǘƘƭŜŜƴ [ŀōǳŘŀ-½ƛƴƪΤ 
[ƛƴŘŀ {ǿƛŘŜǊǎƪƛΤ DŜǊǊȅ YǊȅƪΤ 
!ǎƘƭŜȅ aŀŎƘΤ 9ŘŘȅ aŜȅŜǊǎ 

нсǘƘ ς  9Ř YƭŀƴŎƴƛƪΤ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ DǊŜǘŎƘŜƴΤ  
{ǘŜǾŜ tƛŀǘƪƻǿǎƪƛΤ ¢ƘŀŘŘŜǳǎ {ȊȅƳŀƴǎƪƛ 

нтǘƘ ς 5Ŝƴƴƛǎ aƛƪƻƭŀƧŜǿǎƪƛΤ /ƘŀǊƭƻǧŜ ¢ȅƪΤ  
.ǊŜƴŘŀ IŜǊȊΤ aŀǊȅǊƻǎŜ DǳŜǊǊƛŜǊƛ 

нуǘƘ ς YŜƛǘƘ IŜũƴŜǊ 

нфǘƘ ς WƻŜ 5ƛǇȅŀǝŎ 
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мǎǘ ς 9ƭŀƛƴŜ ±ŜǾŜǊƪŀΤ  
YŀǘƘȅ tǊƻŎƘƻǘΤ {Ŏƻǧ aŀǊƻǎȊŜƪ 

нƴŘ ς ¢ƻŘŘ ½ŀƎŀƴƛŀŎȊΤ !ŘŀƳ {ƻŎƘŀ 

оǊŘ ς ¢ƻƳ aǊƻŎȊƪŀΤ YŀǊŜƴ 5ŀƴƛŜƭŎȊǳƪΤ CǊŀƴƪ ²ŀƭǘƻǎΤ 
aƛƪŜ aŀǊŜƪΤ aŀǊȅ Wǳƭƛŀ 5ǊŜƭƭŀΤ bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ ¦ǊŀƳΤ 
aƛǘŎƘ DŀǿǊȅǎ 

пǘƘ ς YŜƴ ¸ŀƎŜƭǎƪƛΤ .ƛƭƭ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ 

рǘƘ ς 5ƛŎƪ tƛƭƭŀǊ 

сǘƘ ς Wƻŀƴ tȅȊƛƪΤ wƛŎƪ wȊŜǎȊǳǘƪƻ 

уǘƘ ς [Ŝǎ YŀǇǳǎŎƛƴǎƪƛ 

фǘƘ ς  9ŘŘƛŜ {ƛǿƛŜŎΤ [ƛƴŘŀ aŀƭŀŎƘƛƴΣ !ƴŘǊŜŀ YǳƧŀǿŀ 

млǘƘ ς CǊŜŘ ½ƛǿƛŎƘΤ !ƭƛŎŜ YŀǇǳǎŎƛƴǎƪƛ 

ммǘƘ ς CǊΦ 5Ŝƴƴƛǎ .ƻƎǳǎȊΤ  

мнǘƘ ς DŀǊǊȅ YǳŎƘŜƴōŜŎƪŜǊΤ /ƘŀǎŜ {ǘŀƴŎȊŜǿǎƪƛΤ  
WŜũ DŀȊŘƛƪΤ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ ²ŀƴŘŜǊƭƛŎƘΤ  
{ƘŀǊƻƴ 5Ŝƴƴƛǎ-{ƪǳǇƴȅ 

мпǘƘ ς YȅƭŜ .ǳǎƘƳŀƴ 

мрǘƘ ς CŀǘƘŜǊ ¢ƻƳ !ƭŜƪǎŀ 

мсǘƘ ς ²ƻƧǘŜƪ YǳƪƛŜƭƪŀΤ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ {ŀƳŀǊǎΤ  
±ƛƴŎŜƴǘ YǊȊȅȊŀƴƻǿǎƪƛΤ bƛŎƻƭŜ aǊƻȊƛƴǎƪƛ 

мтǘƘ ς  [ŀǊǊȅ ²ŀƭƪΤ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ !ƭǘŜƴōǳǊƎΤ  
tŀǘǊƛŎƪ IŜƴǊȅ /ǳƪƛŜǊƪŀΤ tŀǘǊƛŎƪ .ƛƴƛŀǎȊ 

 муǘƘ ς tŀǘǊƛŎƛŀ tŀǎǎŀǊƻ 

 мфǘƘ ς WƻƘƴ aȅǎƭƛǿƛŜŎ 

нлǘƘ ς ¢ƛƳƻǘƘȅ YŀǎǇǊȊȅƪΤ YŜǾƛƴ aŀŎƘΤ 
.ǊŜƴŘŀ Cŀōƛŀƴ 

нмǎǘ ς wƻƳŀƴ aŀǊǎƻƭŜƪΤ /ƘǊƛǎǝƴŜ ¢ǳǊŜŎŜƪΤ  
!ƴƴƛŜ /ƻǳŎƘ 

ннƴŘ ς ¢ŜŘ [ŀƴƎŜΤ 5ŜōōƛŜ WŀŎƪƛƴƻǎƪƛΤ {ǳŜ YǊȅǎŀΤ  
WƻƘƴ IΦ ½ŜƭŀǎƪƻΤ tƘȅƭƭƛǎ /ƘŜŎƪŀƭǎƪƛΤ /ƛƴŘȅ [ŀǿǘƻƴ 

ноǊŘ ς WǳƭƛŜ !ƴƴ YǳǊŘȅǎΤ 5ƛŀƴƴŜ DƻǊŀΤ .ƻō ½ŀƎƻȊŘŀ 

нпǘƘ ς YŀǝŜ YǊŀǿƛǎȊΤ Wƻƴ tŀȅƴŜ 

нрǘƘτ!ƭōŜǊǘ [ŜǇƻǾǎƪȅ 

нсǘƘ ς tŀǘǊƛŎƛŀ ²ƻƧƴƻǿǎƪƛΤ {ǘŜǾŜƴ CŜƴǳǎΤ  
.ƻƴƴƛŜ {Ȋŀōƻ 

нтǘƘ ς 5ŀƴŀ [ƛƴŘōƭŀŘ 

нуǘƘ ς  !ƴǘƻƛƴŜǧŜ wƻȊŜƪΤ ½ŀŎƘŀǊȅ Wŀƴǎƻƴ 

нфǘƘ ς !ƭƭŀƴ aŀǊƻǎȊŜƪ 

олǘƘ ς aƛǘŎƘ tƛƻǘǊƻǿǎƪƛΤ aŀǊȅ !ƴƴ aȅǎƭƛǿƛŜŎΤ  
WŀƳŜǎ DƭƛƴǎƪƛΤ ¢ƻƴȅ wƻȊŜƪΣ WǊ 

омǎǘ ς WǳŘȅ {ǘǊƛƴƎƘƛƭƭΤ [ƻǊƛ [ŜǿŀƴŘƻǿǎƪƛΤ {ǳŜ .ƛŜƴƛŜƪ 
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{ǳƴŘŀȅ aƻƴŘŀȅ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ CǊƛŘŀȅ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ 

   м 

WƛƳ  

[ŜǿŀƴŘƻǿǎƪƛ 

L[ 

н 

WƻƘƴ  

{ƳŀƎƻǿƛŎȊ 

t!  

о 

/ƻǊƛƴƴŜ  

¢ǳǊƪ 

C[  

п 

tŀǘǊƛŎƛŀ  

tŀǎǎƻŎƻ  

bW 

р 

[ƻǊƛ  

¦ǊōŀƴŎȊȅƪ 

b¸  

с 

/ƘŜǊȅƭ  

CǳǊƳŀƴƛŀƪ 

L[  

т 

9Ǌƛƪ  

.ƻƎŘƻƴ  

t! 

у 

tŀǘǊƛŎƛŀ  

5ŀƛƎƭŜ  

a! 

ф 

¢ƻŘŘ  

Dƭƛǿŀ  

L[ 

мл 

aŀƭƛŀ  

[ŀȊƻǊ  

t! 

мм 

WǳƭŎƛŀ 

5ǳǎǎŜŀǳƭǘ  

a! 

мн 

¢ŀǊŀ  

wŜƛƳŜǊ 

b¸  

мо 

!ǳŘǊŜȅ  

{ȊŎȊȅƎƛŜƭ  

L[ 

мп 

wŜōŜŎŎŀ  

!ƴƎƭƛƳ 

L[  

мр 

WƻǎŜǇƘ  

wǳǇƴƛƪ  

bW 

мс 

/ƘŜǊȅƭ  

²ƻŘȊƛǎȊ  

hI 

мт 

YŀǊŜƴ  

IǳŘȅ  

L[ 

му 

!ƴŘǊŜǿ 

YǊȅǎǘƻǇƻƭǎƪƛ  

C[ 

мф 

WƻŜ  

{ƻƪƻƭ 

bI  

нл 

{ŀƭƭȅ  

{ŜƴŘǊŀ  

L[ 

нм 

.ƻō  

CǊȅŘǊȅƪ  

a! 

нн 

wƛŎƘŀǊŘ 

wȊŜǎȊǳǘƪƻ  

L[ 

но 

[ŀ±ŜǊƴ  

{ŎƘƛŜŦŜǊ 

aL 

нп 

½ƻŜȅ  

DŀǿǘƘƻǊǇ  

L[ 

нр 

YŜƴƴŜǘƘ  

/ŀǊƭǎƻƴ  

t! 

нс 

!ƭ  

aŜƛƭǳǝǎ  

b  ̧

нт 

¦Ǌǎǳƭŀ  

{ǘŜǘȊ  

L[ 

ну 

WƻƘƴ  

hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ  

¢· 

нф 

WƻƘƴ 

²ƻƧŎƛŜŎƘƻǿǎƪƛ  

a! 

ол 

CǊŀƴƪƛŜ  

[ƛǎȊƪŀ  

t! 

ом 

tŜǘŜǊ  

²ƻƧŎƛƪ  

b  ̧
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{ǳƴŘŀȅ aƻƴŘŀȅ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ CǊƛŘŀȅ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ 

      м 

.ƻō  

DƻǊƳŀƴ  

t! 

н 

aŀǊȅ  

²ƻƭǎƪƛ  

L[ 

о 

Wǳǎǝƴ  

Yƻǎƛƴǎƪƛ 

bW  

п 

9ŘǿŀǊŘ  

{ƪŀƭƪŀ  

L[ 

р 

{ŀƴŘȅ  

aƻŎŜƪ 

L[  

с 

.ǊǳŎŜ  

.ǊȊŜŎȊƪƻǿǎƪƛ  

²L 

т 

aŀǊƛŜ  

²ŀƭƪŜǊ  

bW 

у 

¢ŀƴȅŀ  

IŀƎŜƴƻǿ  

L[ 

ф 

/ƛƴŘȅ  

CƛǎƘŜǊ 

hI  

мл 
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