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A Note From Our President 
Hello Polka Friends. Hopefully, you had a great 
Thanksgiving and are now looking forward to the 
Christmas Season. When I reflect on this past year, 
there are so many people that I'm Thankful for. First 
and foremost, I'm thankful for the entire IPA Officers 
and Directors who do a fantastic job helping to push 
and promote polkasðall the polka fans who have 
reached out so many times with both feedback, 
praise, and criticism. I'm grateful that we have so 
many passionate individuals who want to help polkas 
continue. Finally, all the Members - THANK YOU! It's 
your membership that enables us to continue pro-
moting polkas. 

Virtual IPA Hall of Fame 

If you were not at the IPA Festival and Convention 
Annual Meeting, you may have missed our plans, 
where we outlined the goal and vision of the IPA Hall 
of Fame. We recently signed an agreement with a 
Web Developer to help us bring the IPA Hall of 
Fame to the masses. Instead of investing in local re-
al estate, we have taken the bold step to digitize the 
entire Hall of Fame, allowing more people to enjoy 
its contents and history. We anticipate launching this 
new museum in 2026. Although it will be a work in 
progress, we are excited to bring the new museum 
to the public. We look forward to sharing more infor-
mation with you regarding it in the future. 

Location of 2027 IPA Festival and Convention 

The IPA has one more year in Cranberry Township, 
PA, and has begun researching locations for our 
2027 Festival. Due to an overwhelming response, 
we have inquired about returning to the M Hotel 
(formerly Millennium) in Buffalo. Unfortunately, after 
working with the M Hotel, due to changes in their 
plans, they are no longer interested or able to host 
an event like the IPA. So, the search continues. If 

you have any suggestions for 
hosting the IPA Festival, please 
get in touch with us at  
info@ipapolkas.com. 

ı Zips now on sale  

We introduced our new IPA 1/4 
Zips at this year's IPA Festival 
and Convention. These stylish, 
lightweight 1/4 Zips are available 
in both men's and Women's sizes 
and come in either black or grey. If you would like to 
order one, you can visit https://www.ipapolkas.com 
and click on the 'Store' link. They are $30 for non-
members and $25 for IPA Members. Simply enter 
your IPA member number into the order form when 
placing your order. 

I had the privilege of spending an October weekend 
in Wisconsin, where the IPA ran the Pulaski Polka 
Palooza weekend. The weekend was so fantastic, 
and it was great to meet up with so many Wisconsin 
polka fans. We are currently planning to host addi-
tional dances in Wisconsin next year. 

We are looking forward to seeing everyone at the 
57th Annual IPA Festival of Bands in January in Or-
land Park, IL. Saturday, January 17th, will feature 
Lenny Gomulka and the Chicago Push, and we are 
excited to welcome 13-year-old Zander and his Mu-
sic Makers to the Chicago Land Area. Then, on Sun-
day, January 18th, we welcome Tony Blazonczyk's 
New Phaze, EZ Tones, Music Company, IPA Tribute 
Band, and Kevin Altenburg and Friends. You can 
find more information on our website. 

Hope you have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year! 

 

mailto:info@ipapolkas.com
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Witamy czlonkow! 

I am blessed to report that we had an UNEVENT-
FUL hurricane season in the Sunshine State!  We 
were truly lucky to have beautiful weather for all of 
our Oktoberfest/ôChicken Dancesô. We had a great 
time playing at a number of events throughout the 
state. It was fun seeing so many polka people at-
tending these events and participating in the festivi-
ties. As we are approaching the holidays, I would 
like to wish everyone a Happy TURK-ey Day and a 
magnificent Christmas!  

FL Musician Spotlight:  

Steve Rodgers 

Steve was born into a mu-
sical family in Pulaski, 
Wisconsin. His dad, Dick 
Rodgers, ran a successful 
band called the ñDick 
Rodgers TV and Record-
ing Orchestraò. In addition 
to playing gigs and re-
cording, Steveôs dad also 
had a weekly Midwest syndicated Sunday noon TV 
show, The Dick Rodgers Show.  This was his intro-
duction into the music limelight. At the age of 3, Ste-
ve got to sit in front of his dadôs band with his toy 
trumpet. He began taking piano lessons at the age 
of 9 and followed that up with trumpet in the local 
grade school band program.  At the age of 12 Steve 
played trumpet on his first recording ñOld Time 
Dance Showò for his dadôs band.  After that he start-
ed full-time on trumpet, sax and later clarinet with 
his dadôs band.  In high school and college, he con-
tinued playing in his dadôs band and also performed 
with local area rock bands. 
Throughout grade school, high school, and college, 
he studied music theory, further trumpet lessons, 
performance in both the University Wisconsin Green 
Bay (UWGB) Jazz Ensemble and Wind Ensemble 
and composing and arranging music. Through the 
years, Steve has mastered further musical instru-
ments such as bass guitar, keyboard, drums, con-
certina, rhythm guitar and accordion. 

 In 1976-1978 after a prior stint with Alvin Styczyn-
ski, Steve formed a new band with his brother Tom, 
entitled ñRodgers and Friendsò.  The band contin-
ued successfully as both a polka and variety band, 
recording five albums and playing throughout the 
country until 1984. 

Steve then continued performing 
with such groups as Polkatown 
Sound, Clearwater, AKA, Live at 
Nine, Roger Majeski and The Har-
mony Kings, New Phaze, and 
Polish Connection.  Steve is espe-
cially proud to have been a mem-
ber of Eddie Blazonczykôs Versa-
tones for 6 İ years on accordion 
from 2005-2011. 

Besides commercial band performances, Steve has 
performed both piano and trumpet at local church 
services, been a school solo and ensemble volun-
teer, a Community Band Ensemble Member, and a 
Christmastime Brass Choir Volunteer. Out of all of 
the instruments he plays, the keyboard is still his 
favorite.  

Steve and his wife, Sheryl, have been snowbirds for 
the past 19 years and finally in 2020, they moved to 
Ft. Meyers, Florida. They still travel back home to 
Sobieski, Wisconsin during the spring and summer 
months. You will see Steve filling in for northern 
bands such as; New Polish Sounds, NuTymes, To-
ny Blazonczykôs New Phaze and others. When Ste-
ve comes back down from the chilling Wisconsin fall 
and winters, he will be performing with Gone 
Coastal, Sunshine State Express, and various rock 
and country groups such as Retro-Active, Kick 
Start, Mockingbird and Jakupôs Ladder.  

Steve has been a loyal IPA member and enjoys 
playing polkas whenever he can. I would like to 
thank Steve for all of his musical talent and dedica-
tion over the years. I hope he continues on his polka 
journey from Wisconsin to Florida, for years to 
come. Steve is always a delight to be on stage with 
and entertaining to be around, his smile says it 
alléé 

Please continue to support our Clubs & Bands: 

Polish American Pulaski Club of Daytona 
Beach is having their Dinner/Dances at the SNPJ 
Lodge #603 421 North Samsula Drive, New 
Smyrna Beach. Nov. 2

nd
 Jim Wicks, Nov 23

rd
 

Jam band, Dec. 21
st
 Northern Sounds. For dinner 

reservations call Irene/Club (386)-258-7059. For 
additional info. please visit their Facebook page. 

 

.ȅ .ǊŀŘ ¢ǳǊƪ 
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General K. Pulaski Citizens Club of Belleview. 
(The club is in the process of being sold). The 
club will be having their annual Thanksgiving din-
ner Nov. 16

th 
and their Christmas Kolendy on 

Dec. 7
th
, both featuring the Northern Sounds.  

Please contact Brad for more info.  

Polish American Society of St. Petersburg. The 
Clubôs ñOPENING DAYò Celebration will be on 
Nov. 2

nd
 with Northern Sounds, Nov. 16

th
 Gone 

Coastal, Dec. 7
th
 Jam-N-Jive, Dec. 14

th
 Polka All 

Stars, Jan. 4
th
 Northern Sounds, Jan. 11

th
 Gone 

Coastal, Jan. 18
th
 Polka All Stars, Jan. 25

th
 Jam-

N-Jive, Feb. 1
st
 Polka All Stars, Feb. 8

th
 Frank 

Moravcik from Ohio, Feb. 15
th
 Paczki Day with 

Gone Coastal, Feb. 22
nd
 Polka All Stars, March 

1
st 
 Northern Sounds, March 8

th
 Frank Moravcik 

from Ohio, March 15
th
 Gone Coastal, March 22

nd
 

Northern Sounds, April 6 Dyngus Day with Gone 
Coastal, April 13

th
 Northern Sounds. Please visit 

their Facebook page, or website: 
www.polishsociety.org, Dinner reservations call 
Rita (727)-347-7944, club (727)-894-9908 for 
more info. 

Polish American Social Club of Vero Beach. The 
club is getting ready for their Polka season on 
Feb. 8

th
 2026 with Eddie Forman Orch. (EFO) 

Dinner 1pm, Dancing 2-5pm. For all of their 
monthly events, please join their Facebook page, 
visit their website www.pacvbusa.org, or email: 
pascverobeach@gmail.com. Call the club at 
(772)-778-0039.   

SNPJ Lodge #603 in Samsula. FLORIDAôS POL-
KAFEST 2026 CELEBRATING 100 years on Fri-
day, Feb. 20

th
 - Dinner 4pm and Jam sessions 

from 5-8pm. On Feb 21
st
 Sat. featuring Frank Mo-

ravcik Band from Ohio, kitchen opens at 12N, 
Dancing 1-5pm. Full Bar, special prizes & more! 
For info. call the club (386)-428-3983, visit their 
website: www.samsulasnpjlodge603.com. Join 
their Facebook page SNPJ Lodge 603 Official 
site for all their events, snpjlodge603@gmail.com. 

Polkas Events in 2026: 

Jan. 15
th
: Molly B & Squeeze Box @ German Am. 

Society Friendship of Pinellas Park, 8098 66
th
 

Street North Pinellas Park. For times/ticket info. 
call (727)-350-6520 

Feb. 5
th
: Polka Country Musicians/Dyna Brass @ 

World Famous Parrot Lounge, 911 Sunrise Lane, 
Ft. Lauderdale, Party starts at 8 pm. Info. call 
Maryrose (954)-594-6883 

Feb. 6
th
: Polka Country Musicians/Dyna Brass @ 

Senior Frogs, 225 South Ft. Lauderdale Beach 

Blvd., Ft. Lauderdale, Party starts at 3 pm. Info. 
call Maryrose (954)-594-6883 

Feb. 7
th
: Polka Party Eddie Forman Orch. (EFO) 

Englewood Elks Lodge 401 N. Indiana Ave. Eng-
lewood, FL. Food 4:30pm, Dance 5-9pm, Ad-
vance tickets $18/Door $20. Call: (941)-474-1404 

Feb. 20
th
 & 21

st
: SNPJ Florida Polka Festival/

Samsula Polka Festival Celebrating 100 years - 
Friday featuring Jam sessions 5-8pm. Saturday 
Frank Moravcik Band from Ohio from 12pm-6pm. 
Homemade food, cash bar, jam sessions, raffles, 
call (386)-428-3983 

Feb. 26
th
: Jimmy Sturr Band @ Florida Strawberry 

Festival Plant City, 303 Berryfest Place Plant 
City. For info. /Tickets call: (813)-754-1996, (845)
-651-4266 

Feb. 27
th
: Jimmy Sturr Band @ Polish American 

Society of St. Pete 1343 Beach Drive South East 
St. St. Petersburg FL. Dance 5-9pm. Advance 
tickets $23/Door $28. Call: (845)-651-4266 

Feb. 28
th
: Jimmy Sturr Band @ Polish Am. Social 

Club, 343 Prima Vista Blvd., Port St. Lucie, 
Dance 12N ï 4pm. Tickets/info. call: (845)-651-
4266 

Please support Floridaôs Polka IJôs. Featured on 
the Polka Jammer Network, 2009 IPA Hall of Famer 
Joe Oberaitis with Polkas 101 (Sat.), and Slovenian 
Polka Blast (Thur.)  IPA member Ray Skorka, can 
be heard on Crankinô Polkas (Fri.). High on Polkaôs 
every (Sat.) on PolkaRadio.org featuring IPA mem-
bers Tara, Diane, Jimmy and Billy. 

If you would like any additional information about 
our clubs, polka dances or special events, email me 
at bradturk@cox.net or call the Polka Hot Line: 
(352) 875-3961. Please continue to support LIVE 
polka music and our clubs! 

Wesoğych świŃt i SzczňŜliwego Nowego Roku! 

http://www.polishsociety.org
http://www.pacvbusa.org
mailto:pascverobeach@gmail.com
http://www.samsulasnpjlodge603.com
mailto:snpjlodge603@gmail.com
mailto:bradturk@cox.net
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The International Polka Association (IPA) has updated its membership renewal process to assist in  
controlling costs. For members who receive the newsletter via email, all communications, including  
renewal notices, will now be sent electronically. Members can expect reminders in the month preceding 
their membership expiration, during the month of expiration, and in the month following expiration. If 
members do not renew during these reminder periods, their membership will expire at the end of the 
month following the expiration month, and they will no longer be considered an active member of the IPA. 

For members who receive their newsletter through traditional mail, you will still receive your reminders as 
usual through traditional mail delivery. 

As always, we want to express our heartfelt gratitude for your membership in the IPA. Your support is  
invaluable and enables the organization to continue its mission of supporting and promoting polka music. 
We truly appreciate your commitment.  

Changes to the Membership Renewal Process 
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Welcome New 

 Members 

On behalf the Pietranczyk family (Keith, 

Jen, JP, Remy and Dobby) we would 

like to extend a very Merry Christmas to 

all of our polka family! We miss you all 

and hope to be able to see you soon in 

the New Year! Stay safe and enjoy time 

with your families over the holidays. 

Wesoğych świŃt i SzczňŜliwego  

Nowego Roku!  

¿ŖĖœŖĬ [ŷŨǅšŠúğ _q 
ÍĬĢ ¤ŠƠǖĬƥŖŠğ ÅƠƑğ _q 
[ĬƠúšĢ oƠǒŠğ Yq 
!ƠƵœǅƠ ]ŷĿĿğ _q 

èŖššŖĬ 7ŷœǅƥšúǏğ Íê 
 

Welcome Lifetime  

Members 

Frank Maroszek, WI  

{ŖĖŠ ÔƠúŨğ »! 
{úƵúšŖĬ 7ŷǒĢğ yA 
FƠŖĖ oǅƠŷǐƥŠŖğ è_ 

9œƠŖƥ »ƠǒĬƥğ è_ 
mĬĿĿ ¿úƵúşĖǖúŠğ _{ 
yúƵƵ ]ŷĢĬŠğ {A 
yúƵƵ ¿ŷƥŖŭƥŠŖğ y! 
oĬŭ 9ĬŠŷƥœğ è_ 
ÍĬƠƠǒ èĬŖƥƥğ y_ 

qúƠƠǒ mŷƠŊĬŭƥĬŭğ !ò 

Welcome Returning 

 Members 

AúǏŖĢ [ŷĖšŷǐƥŠŖƑ 9Í 
[ĬŷƠŊĬ ¿ŷƥŖŭƥŠŖğ y_ 
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May your Krupnik be spiked with  

plenty of JOY to get you through  

this holiday season.  

Wishing everyone a very  

Merry Christmas and a Blessed New 

Year! 

Na Zdrowie, 

FL Director Brad &  

Corinne Turk 

yĭƣƣǖ 9ŔƣŗƨƸŪúƨ úůģ ]úƎƎǖ {ĭǔ 
ìĭúƣ ƸŹ úŢŢ Źŀ Źǈƣ _»! ŪĭŪČĭƣƨľ 
èĭ ŔŹƎĭ ǖŹǈ ŔúǓĭ ú ČŢĭƨƨĭģ  
ŔŹŢŗģúǖ ƨĭúƨŹů ǔŗƸŔ ŀúŪŗŢǖ úůģ 

ŀƣŗĭůģƨƓ  

èĭƨŹŢǖĖŔ ÅǔŗúƸ 7ŹǚĭŋŹ 
{úƣŹģǚĭůŗúľ 

_q AŗƣĭĖƸŹƣ qŗůģƨĭǖ  
úůģ mŹůúƸŔúů »úǖůĭ 
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Polka artists interested in possible music awards 
recognition now have an easy electronic method to 
get on the ballot! Beginning this year, all working 
polka artists seeking IPA awards for the current 
year must go online to www.ipapolkas.com/
application-musicawards to submit their infor-
mation. All those who register are eligible for the 
IPAôs Favorite Band and Favorite Vocalist award 
categories. Recording artists have a special section 
to upload their musical tracks and graphics to be 
considered for their additional awards. In all, de-
serving polka artists are recognized with music 
awards that include Favorite Album, Favorite 
Song, Favorite Band, Favorite Male Vocalist, 
and Favorite Female Vocalist for Polish and Inter-

national (Slovenian, Czech, German, Dutchmen, 
etc.) polka styles. An academy of 195 electors from 
across the country determines the award winners 
by casting their votes on annual ballots. The lists of 
polka artists on these ballots will be generated by 
the submissions received through the new electron-
ic process. So, youôve got to submit every year to 
win! Complete instructions are available on the 
website. The deadline to submit for considera-
tion in the next voting cycle is January 14, 2026. 
Eligible recordings must have been released be-
tween January 1 and December 31, 2025.  
Questions may be directed to   
MusicAwards@ipapolkas.com.  

DEADLINE for AWARD SUBMISSIONS  

JANUARY 14, 2026 

ÍŹ Źǈƣ »ŹŢšú YúŪŗŢǖğ Ūúǖ ǖŹǈƣ  
9ŔƣŗƨƸŪúƨ Čĭ ČŢĭƨƨĭģ ǔŗƸŔ ŪǈĖŔ ŢŹǓĭğ 

ŀǈůğ ƎĭúĖĭğ ŠŹǖğ ă ŔúƎƎŗůĭƨƨľ 

èŗƨŔŗůŋ ĭǓĭƣǖŹůĭ ú ƨúŀĭğ ŔĭúŢƸŔǖğ ă 
]úƎƎǖ {ĭǔ ìĭúƣƓ 

 
AŗƣĭĖƸŹƣ 9ŔƣŗƨƸǖğ yŗšĭğ Aŗúůĭğ  
ÅƸĭǓĭůğ ă FŢŗŀ {ŹǔúšŹǔƨšŗ 
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èĬƥŷšǒĖœ ÅǐŖúƵ  
7ŷǖĬŊŷ {úƠŷĢǖĬŭŖú  

 
ĿƠŷŨ  

AŖƠĬĖƵŷƠ Aúŭ ă  
qúǅƠú  yúƵĬşú  

http://www.ipapolkas.com/music-affadavit
http://www.ipapolkas.com/music-affadavit
mailto:MusicAwards@ipapolkas.com
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2026 IPA Newsletter Schedule 

Issue Deadline for Submissions 

February - March 2026 December 31, 2025 

April - May 2026 February 15, 2026 

June - July 2026 April 15, 2026 

August - September 2026 June 15, 2026 

October - November 2026 August 15, 2026 

December 2025 - January 2027 October 15, 2026 

���M�@�K�]�U�_�M���R�a�l�����,�������@�]�]���a�R�����@�^�M���0�q�H�^�U�m�m�U�a�_�m���U�m�����M�I�M�^�H�M�l���Ø�Ö�m�p 
Each year, the International Polka Association recognizes select polka professionals, living and deceased, 
with induction into the IPA Polka Hall of Fame. The Board of Trustees reviews the qualifications of Hall of 
Fame nominees to determine if they meet the criteria for placement on the ballot. An academy of 195  
electors from across the country uses these ballots to determine those to be inducted in the annual voting 
cycle. Nominations must be submitted by December 31st. Visit www.ipapolkas.com for the complete 
list of details. 

���M�@�K�]�U�_�M���R�a�l�����a�M�����a�|�w�U�@�\���0�i�M�I�U�@�]�����I�T�U�M�v�M�^�M�_�p�����w�@�l�K���0�q�H�^�U�m�m�U�a�_���U�m�����M�I�M�^�H�M�l���Ø�Ö�m�p 

Many years ago, the late Joseph Jozwiak, a director of the IPA, made a suggestion that an award be  
bestowed upon an individual or group of individuals who have made a significant contribution or endeav-
or to enhance the promotion of polka music. After much discussion, the IPA voted to honor those worthy  
individuals with the establishment of the Special Achievement Award. To pay tribute to Joe Jozwiak,  
following his passing, this award was renamed the Joe Jozwiak Special Achievement Award. 

Members of the IPA are invited to send in their nominations to recognize polka personalities who might 
not otherwise be acknowledged for their dauntless contributions. Nominees can include DJs, polka writ-
ers, promoters, ballroom operators, etc. Bands and musicians are excluded. 

To submit a nomination, complete the form below, include a short biography of the nomineesô accom-
plishments that qualify him or her for this award.  Nominations MUST be received NO LATER THAN  
DECEMBER 31st. The IPA Board of Directors and Officers will then determine a winner. Visit 
www.ipapolkas.com for the complete list of details. 


