
June - July, 2025 Official Publication of the International Polka Association, Inc.È 

 

A Note From Our President 

IPA Newsletter 
It has been a hectic spring, attending as many polka 

dances as I could, and the IPA was running. Sandy 

and I started by attending the 19th Annual IPA Hall 

of Fame Benefit Dance in Ludlow, MA. As always, 

this was a great event; this year, the Dynatones 

were featured on Saturday. Then, on Sunday, there 

was a great tribute to the G-Notes featuring IPA Hall 

of Famer Johnny Karas. I enjoyed watching Johnny 

Karas do his emotional tribute to the GNotes. I want-

ed to thank Ernie Daigle, Patty Daigle, and Peter 

Danielczuk for once again running this great week-

end at Ludlow, MA. 

From there, we headed to Chicago to run a dance 

with the Let's Polka USA Club. This dance featured 

the IPA Tribute Band and IPA Hall of Famer John 

Gora. It was at the exact location of our Festival of 

Bands weekend. Returning to Chicago is always 

great for enjoying the dances, seeing old friends, 

and meeting new ones. Thanks to all the officers 

and directors who helped at the dance. 

Finally, we rounded out April by heading to the 

Green Bay area, where we ran a dance featuring 

the Steve Meisner Legacy Band. If you ever get a 

chance, watch this band live. They are continuing 

the tradition of IPA Hall of Famer Steve Meisner and 

playing a great mix of music. I wanted to thank Jill 

Styczynski, Ashley Mach, and Kevin 

Mach, who ran the dance. 

I'm also excited to announce the 

2025 IPA Hall of Fame Selectees. 

The following candidates will be in-

ducted into the IPA Polka Music Hall 

of Fame: 

Living Category: John Krawisz and Mark Janson 

Deceased Category: Bob Earl and Chester Pala 

Pioneer Category: Richard Sendra 

Congratulations to the excellent IPA Hall of Fame 

Selectees class. I also want to thank all the Trustees 

and Electors who had another successful year of 

voting. In addition, I want to thank Mike Matousek 

and Jimmy Weber for all they do for the voting pro-

cess. 

Be part of polka history by attending the IPA Hall of 

Fame and Music Awards Banquet on August 30, 

2025, during the 57th Annual IPA Festival and Con-

vention at the DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Pittsburgh

-Cranberry this Labor Day weekend. 

Hope to see you soon at another polka dance! 
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Witamy czğonk·w! 

I hope everyone had a wonderful, blessed Easter 
with family and friends.  

Since EVERYONE'S Polish on Dyngus DayéThe 
Polka All Stars were on the beach at Crabby Bill's 
Original Bar & Grill Monday afternoon. The weather 
was hot but breezy, with over 300 people and hun-
dreds of squirt guns. There was not a single dry per-
son in the house. I have never seen so much: water 
balloons, water blasters, super soakers, mega soak-
ers, storm drenchers, motor soakers, and water 
cannons in my life. What a Dyngus Day! You had to 
be there to experience the action! I should have 
brought my Fire Truck to the rescue! 

After playing, we all went to St. Pete's Polish Ameri-
can Club to see Gone Coastal. What an AMAZING 
crowd! The place was standing room only. The Club 
served over 200 dinners, and the bar ran out of 
drinks. There were 29 door prizes for their silent 
auction. It was the Club's largest Dyngus Day event 
in 8 years. What a great time! These are definitely 
memorable events that you don't want to miss next 
year! Make plans to attend them! 

FL Musician Spotlight:  

This month, I want to fea-
ture IPA and Hall of Fame 
member Jimmy Weber, 
who is originally from 
Western Pennsylvania. 
Jimmy's interest in polkas 
began the first time Jim-
my went to Fiedor's 
Grove in Mount Pleasant, 
PA, to see and hear Eddie Blazonczyk's Versatones 
along with Little Ronnie and the Carousels. He start-
ed playing the sax at age twelve in 1970, and at 
fourteen, he began playing polkas. Learning clari-
net, trumpet, concertina, and bass as his polka ca-
reer progressed, he has been a member of many 
bands such as the Trel Tones, Joe Fiedor and the 
Polish All-stars, The Dynasticks, The Brass Con-
nection, Polka Family, and The Knewz. Finally, in 
1977, Jimmy formed The Sounds, one of the most 
popular bands then and now. Don't tell me you don't 
sing "Those Pennsylvania Hills are calling me 
home..." while traveling through western Pennsylva-
nia.  

That band separated in 1981 due to family commit-

ments. In 1985, Jimmy and the 
Sounds picked up where the origi-
nal band left off. From 1985 
through 1990, the band grew in 
popularity and prowess, recording 
another four albums and racking 
up additional IPA and USPA 
awards, as well as two Grammy 
nominations. Again, in late 1990, 
the band took a leave of absence. 

In 2003, at the request of all of their polka fans, Jim-
my reorganized The Sounds. He produced The 
Sounds Alive Again 2003 Reunion Tour, which in-
cluded all of the major festivals and events through-
out the country. During that year, The Sounds once 
again demonstrated their polka talents. Despite not 
being on the stage for thirteen years, Polka fans got 
more "Pounds of Sounds" for their polka dollars. 
The Sounds proved they can still "bring the house 
down" with the best of them and recorded their ninth 
album "Live". The reunion tour was a huge success.  

The Sounds overall recorded nine albums, winning 
many awards from the IPA and USPA, plus receiv-
ing 2 Grammy award nominations. Jimmy has writ-
ten dozens of songs and arranged many old stand-
ards to have a modern flair. His most popular ar-
rangement was "Up In The Attic" polka medleys, 
which paid tribute to bands past and present that 
impacted polka music and polka musicians.  

Jimmy's IPA contributions and accomplishments 
include being inducted into the Hall of Fame in 
2006, serving as Co-Master of Ceremonies at the 
IPA Hall of Fame and Music Awards Banquets, and 
serving on the Hall of Fame and Music Awards 
Committees for the past five years. He was the driv-
ing force behind introducing modern technology, 
Election Buddy software, for the annual Hall of 
Fame voting categories.  

Jim has been married to his wife Tara for 4 years. 
They make their home in Boca Raton, Florida, 
where Jimmy is happily retired. He has four children 
and one grandson. He can be seen around the state 
playing with various bands such as The Southern-
most Polka Band, Florida Honky Polka Band, North-
ern Sounds and a new variety band with fellow Hall 
of Famer Mike Matousek in Gone Coastal. This 
summer, Jimmy Weber and The Sounds will appear 
at Summer Music Fest in  

.ȅ .ǊŀŘ ¢ǳǊƪ 

(continued on next page) 
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Frankmuth, MI where they will remind polka fansé
The Sounds are Still Alive in 2025! 

I would personally like to give Jimmy a very special 
"Thank You" for keeping "Up In The Attic" medley 
alive, since it's my favorite polka medley and the 
memories of The Sounds playing at Fiedor's Grove 
and 7 Springs Polka Fireworks over the years. It is 
always an honor to share the stage with you occa-
sionally.  

Please continue to support our Club & Bands:  

Polish American Pulaski Club of Daytona Beach 
is having its Dinner/Dances at the SNPJ Lodge 
#603, 421 North Samsula Drive, New Smyrna 
Beach. May 4th Northern Sounds; May 18th Brew-
ski Brothers; June 8th Jim Wicks; June 22nd Key-
Tones; July 27th Brewski Bros.; Aug. 24th 
TrentTunes & the polka sound; Sept. 7th Jim 
Wicks; Sept. 21st Northern Sounds. For dinner 
reservations, call Irene/Club (386)-258-7059 for 
additional info. Visit their Facebook page.  

General K. Pulaski Citizens Club of Belleview. 
June 8th, Father's Day, with Northern Sounds. 
Please get in touch with Brad for more info.   

Polish American Society of St. Petersburg. The 
Club plans to start its Polka Dance season on 

Nov. 2nd. Please visit their website: 
www.polishsociety.org or their Facebook page.   

Polish American Social Club of Vero Beach. For 
all events, please join their Facebook page, visit 
their website www.pacvbusa.org, or email: 
pascverobeach@gmail.com. Call the Club at (772)
-778-0039.   

SNPJ Lodge #603 is in Samsula. For information, 
call the Club at (386) -428-3983 or visit their web-
site at www.samsulasnpjlodge603.com. Join their 
Facebook page, SNPJ Lodge 603, the Official site 
for all their events, at snpjlodge603@gmail.com.  

Please support Florida's Polka IJs. Featured on 
the Polka Jammer Network, 2009 IPA Hall of Famer 
Joe Oberaitis with Polkas 101 (Sat.), and Slovenian 
Polka Blast (Thur.) Listen to IPA member Ray Skor-
ka on Crankin' Polkas (Fri.). High on Polka's every 
(Sat.) on PolkaRadio.org featuring IPA members 
Tara, Diane, Jimmy, and Billy.  

If you want additional information about our clubs, 
polka dances, or special events, email me at 
bradturk@cox.net or call the Polka Hot Line at (352) 
875-3961. Please continue to support LIVE polka 
music and our clubs!  

See you at a Dance! 
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2025 IPA Newsletter Schedule 

Issue Deadline for Submissions 

August - September 2025 June 15, 2025 

October - November 2025 August 15, 2025 

December 2025 - January 2026 October 15, 2025 

»ŹŢšúƨ ŗů ƸŔĭ »ǈČŢŗĖ Fǖĭ úƸ 9ŔǈƣĖŔ YĭƨƸŗǓúŢƨ - òúČúǔú  

For many decades, church festivals have been one 
of the great ways that polkas have been in the pub-
lic eye.  That continues to be the case even though 
there are fewer of these.  

Iôve played many of these over the years and con-
tinue to do so. I want to take a few minutes to ex-
plore the opportunity these represent from a few an-
gles. There are churches with strong ethnic histories 
and those that arenôt as strong. For this article, Iôd 
like to focus on church festivals where the parish 
has an ethnic heritage. 

One that stands out over the past 20-30 years is Za-
bawa (the festival of Holy Trinity Church in Erie, 
PA).  This church festival is held the last weekend in 
August, near the Feast of Our Lady of Czestochowa 
(August 26th).  Several thousand people attend this 
festival every year.  

While the parish and neighborhood demographics 
no longer have a strong Polish connection, the 
church festival is a chance for people to reconnect 
with that heritage. 

Kenny Olowin described the origins of this festi-
val.  In the early 1990s, Kenny was summoned to 
the church to meet the pastor, Fr. David Maciukie-
wicz.  The pastor envisioned a church bazaar with a 
Polish theme, polka music, and Polish food.  The 
pastor said he wanted the music to start at 5 oôclock 
on Friday and not stop until Sunday at 6.  He said, ñI 
want continuous polka music and LOUD.ò  One key 
takeaway from this is that he wasnôt just messing 
around.  He was going for something great.  Norb, 
Dee Madura, and Kenny Olowin teamed up to work 
on bringing top bands to the festival.  That vision 
has blossomed into a truly great festival that brings 
out thousands from the local community every year 

and is an excellent festival for out-of-town polka 
fans to attend. 

Another takeaway is that such an event is possi-
ble.  There was a time when this festival didnôt hap-
pen.  Then it did.  The vision was fulfilled. The festi-
val has grown over the past few decades.  Even 
though the demographics have changed (as in 
many ethnic parishes of the 1900s), the nostalgia of 
that was a key to this working so well for Zabawa. 

Iôve enjoyed playing at this festival for many years 
with Henny & the Versa Jôs and, more recently, The 
KOSMIX.  It has struck me how wonderful it has 
been for the Mass to be a centerpiece of the festi-
val,  even accompanied by a good old-fashioned 
procession with Our Lady of Czestochowa out of the 
church and in the street around the block.  

Add it all up, and you have a tremendously success-
ful festival and an example of what is possible. Eve-
ry year, this festival gives thousands of people a 
great exposure and experience to polka music.  

In future articles, I plan to discuss more topics about 
polka bands playing at church festivals, including 
other categories of church festivals, why polka mu-
sic fits for festivals, etc. 

.ȅ wŀƴŘȅ Yƻǎƭƻǎƪȅ 
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The National Academy of IPA
È
 Electors just concluded their annual voting cycle to select the 2024 Polka 

Music Award winners. The results are as follows: 

2024 Polish Style Polka Music Award Winners 

 

Male Vocalist of the Year: 

Lenny Gomulka 

Female Vocalist of the Year: 

Kimberly Uelmen 

Band of the Year: 

Frankie Liszka and Blue Magic 

Album of the Year: 

Thanks A Lot by Frankie Liszka  

and Blue Magic 

Song of the Year: 

Bella Ciao by Frankie Liszka  

and Blue Magic 

 

2024 International Style Polka Music Award Winners 

 

Male Vocalist of the Year: 

Ted Lange 

Male Vocalist of the Year: 

Mollie Busta Lange 

Band of the Year: 

Alex Meixner Band 

Album of the Year: 

Fest by Alex Meixner Band  

Song of the Year: 

Beer Medley by Alex Meixner Band 
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fƚШǃŸƨƖШ~ĲůĤĲƖƚőŔƓШ
9ƨƖƖĲŰƣе 

You can complete your 

membership renewal on 

the IPA website   

and pay your  

membership fee using 

New Members  

Edie Blaire, FL 
Janice Burick, PA 

David Joseph Flack, FL 
Nicole Sinkiewicz, FL 
Elaine Kulak-Bagby, FL 
Mark Kotlarczyk, FL 
Ronald Marcissuk, FL 
Don Kohler, FL 

Doreen Handzlik, IL 
Julie Czerniak, MI 
Emily Czerniak, MI 
Greg Laabs, WI 
Carl Hoynoski, FL 

 

New Lifetime Members  

Floyd Grocholski, MI 
Veronica Grocholski, MI 
Jake Mikrut, FL 
Carol Stasila, WI 
William Stasila, WI 
Darrell Weltin, MI  
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tƻƭƪŀ CƛǊŜǿƻǊƪǎ ƅƛŜǊΚ 
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 with Alex Meixner 
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 1st ï Michael Skalecki; 
Krysta Latawiec;  
Alicia Bliznik; Dottie Stanky; 
Alex Yash 

 2nd ï Jack Sanocki; Keith Werwas, Jr. 

 3rd ï Bernie Gorak, Sr 

 4th ï Richard Sendra 

 5th ï Jeannette Ziobro; Stan Pasko;  
Richard Biela; Adam Bujanowski;  

 6th ï Joseph Heier; Bob Banoczi 

 7th ï Joe Kizior; Rich Benkowski;  
Bob Jakubielski 

 8th ï Alex Saltanovitz, Jr.; Carol Alsheimer; 
Bruce Brzeczkowski; Richie Yurkovich;   

 9th ï Lambert Lasecki; Bob Earl 

10
th
 ï John Baras; Johnny Karas;  

Jasiu Klocek; Karen Talik 

11
th
 ï Eddie Ostry; Thomas Rokosz;  

Helen Skolaut 

12
th
 ï Butch Herrmann; Chet Kowalkowski 

13
th
 ï Walter Berkowicz; Leon Matczak 

14
th
 ï Judy Kwiatkowski; Anna Slepecky; 

Zupe 

15
th
 ï Kevin Cornnell; Ed Izyk 

17
th
 ï Micheal Kott; John Stevens  

18
th
 ï Kevin Weinstock; Dave Walczak 

19th ï Tony Crispo;  
Bernard Krygowski;  
Roberta Polovick;  
Jimmy Homel 

20
th
 ï Karen Dekoski: Paul Rite; Joey Falch 

22
nd
 ï Joanne Kozleski Jones;  

Jerry Rymanowski 

23
rd
 ï Ed Krupinski; John Gajewski; 

24
th
 ï Kenneth Dunaj; Marianne Cramer;  

Nicole Sinkiewicz; Mollie Busta-Lange 

25
th
 ï Dave Parcheta; Ron Kuta;  

Rosemary Bogdon; Bernice Furin 

26
th
 ï Mary Ann Makatenas; John Filipczak, 

Sr.; Joe Zalewski; Wayne Machnicki 

27
th
 ï Joseph Wondolowski; Don Kohler 

28
th
 ï Julcia Dusseault; Frank Blajda;  

Ed Turecek; David Goclowski 

29
th
 ï Bob Frydryk; Mitchell Socha 
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 1
st
 ï Adam Biskup; Betty Lange 

 2
nd
 ï  Lola Johnson 

 3
rd
 ï Ken Yash; Keith Wesolek; 

Mick Pyznarski; Paul Sinchak; 
Nadine Sokoluk 

 4
th
 ï CW Benson; Ronald 

Latawiec; Sara Latawiec; Richard Nitka; 
Frank Urbanovitch; Denise Gliwa 

 5
th
 ï Jan Sweet; Michael Costa;  

 6
th
 ï Dennis Polisky; Elizabeth Rozek; 

Douglas Busch 

 7
th
 ï Benita Szymanski; Jerry Romanowski; 

Andrew Putz 

 8
th
 ï Eugene Retka; Carl Prushinski;  

Greg Jankowski 

 9
th
 ï John Wisneski; Jack Tady 

10
th
 ï John Matyjas; Christine Misiak;  

Thomas Mazurowski; Richard Sonoski 

11
th
 ï Joe Kvitek, Elizabeth Sadus 

12
th
 ï Danny Fabeck; Frank Mikl 

13
th
 ï Theresa Pawlicki; Mark Komar;  

Marie Marek 

14
th
 ï William Stasila; Donna Carron 

15
th
 ï Wally Dombrowski; Robert Moon;  

Joe Gilewski; Cathy Simms; Laurine Scheer 

16
th
 ï Cheryl Furmaniak; Ted Woytowicz; 

Carol Croll 

17
th
 ï Thomas Kalinowski; Brian Hafeman 

18
th
 ï Maggie Zabielski; Lori Yash;  

Stephen Swiader; David Yankuskie;  
Emily Czerniak 

19
th
 ï Sue Conway; Bill Gliwa; 

Fred Pisarski; Nick Chmielewski 

20
th
 ï Randy Cernosek;  

Andrew Krystopolski;  
Mark Hamlin 

21
st
 ï Donna Piatkowski;   

Joe Macielag;  
Mary Dombrowski 

22
nd
 ï Steven Sopko; Catherine Harten-

bower 

23
rd
 ï Lawrence M. Stec; Hank Dymerski 

24
th
 - James Banaszak, Sr. 

25
th
 ï Eddie Labuda;  

26
th
 ï Karen Mikrut; Katie Moroski;  

Marcia Socha 

27
th
 ï John Gora, Dr. Ann Hetzel Gunkel; 

Michelle Robinson; Mary Ellen Egbert 

28
th
 ï Miroslaw Antas; Lynn Kizewski;  

Greg Winiarz 

29
th
 ï Kathy Urbanczyk; Jane Gelineau; 

Henry Lenard; George Rosinski 

30
th
 ï Bob Sendra; Arthur Kott; Alan Bush 

31
st
 ï Len Fornek; Stasio Stetar 
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IPA Hall of Famer 
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Steve Coblish - In recognition of your efforts in promoting polka music for 

60 years! Thank you and Congratulations. 

Uniontown Polish Club - In recognition of your efforts in promoting pol-

ka music for 100 years! Thank you and congratulations. 

Rodney òPeanutsó Esser - In recognition of your efforts to promote  

polka music by educating your students through workshops and lunchtime 

music exposure at Cross Plains Elementary for multiple years, as well as 

having polka events for school fundraisers for the Music and Special Needs 

Programs. Thank you and Congratulations. 
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IPA Members òBANDó Together to Restore Club  

As reported in past issues of the IPA Newsletter, 

the historic Polish American Society of St. Peters-

burg, FL Club suffered catastrophic flood and wind 

damage from Hurricanes Helene and Milton. The 

more than 6 inches storm surge from Helene 

caused the most damage to the original Floating 

dance floor made of Canadian maple wood installed 

in the 1950s. 

After the flood, there was little hope of saving the 

prized possession, which is one of a kind in the ar-

ea. After pumping out thousands of gallons of wa-

ter, the floor was found to be warped and buckled, 

with whole sections popping up.  

Members generously donated their time to help 

save the floor by bringing shop vacs and pulling up 

any salvageable floorboards. However, there was 

other damage as well. The wind of Helene dam-

aged the roof, and a few mere weeks later, Hurri-

cane Milton destroyed even more. Air conditioning 

units and the kitchen's refrigeration unit also need-

ed replacing. The total for all the repairs and re-

placements was over $150,000. 

Brad Turk, IPA Director from Florida and member of 

the club, sprung into action with an idea to assist in 

collecting money for the club's Restoration Fund. In 

partnership with the Polish American Society's an-

nual Paczki Day celebration, Brad brought together 

polka musicians from all over Florida to donate their 

time to the cause.  

IPA Hall of Fame members Mike Matousek, 

ñFreddie Kò Kendzierski, Joe Oberaitis, and 2025 

Inductee Johnny Krawisz led an all-star cast of pol-

ka musicians to entertain the crowd.  

The IPA Board, represented by Ex-Officio Christy 

Krawisz and past Secretary Cheryl Furmaniak, was 

also in attendance. The IPA donated toward the 

event's hall rental and provided the Paczki for all in 

attendance to enjoy before the start of the Lenten 

season.  

Recently, the organization has raised about 

$92,000 of the $150,000 goal. We are excited to 

say that the venue reopened to the public in March 

and hosted a record crowd for its Dyngus Day cele-

bration. 


