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A Note From Our President 

Hello Polka Fans, 

Summer is here and with it comes the mountains of memories to be made with family 

and friends, whether at home, or at all of the festivals throughout the land. 

It has been great seeing and catching up with so many people during our travels to the 

several polka events that have already taken place and I look forward to doing the 

same with those that I have yet to see in the coming summer months. For those of you that have been 

unable to attend any of the events so far, we have a few pictures and articles in this newsletter from dif-

ferent events our board members have attended and supported.    

We also urge everyone to continue supporting the polka promoters in your area, the church festivals, pol-

ka clubs and organizations, locally and nationally.  Polka music needs your support. 

Speaking of support, as mentioned in our previous newsletter, the IPA announced a new initiative to sup-

port polka events and activities. Any promotor or organization interested in receiving sponsorship for 

their event can go to the website and complete the request form. Once your application is received, it will 

be reviewed during the next monthly board meeting. If you have any questions, you can contact the 

Sponsorship Committee at sponsorship@ipapolkas.com. 

Thank you to all of these polka promoters, organizations and polka bands for providing all of these 

events and amazing musical entertainment.  We truly appreciate all you do for the music we love. 

Our IPA festival is quickly approaching and we are excited to celebrate with the 2024 Hall of Fame
È
   

Inductees and Music Award Winners.  Please see inside the newsletter for more information regarding 

the festival and make sure to visit our website, www.ipapolkas.com,  to purchase your banquet tickets, 

Ad Book information, information about the golf outing, plus much more!   

Once again, I look forward to seeing everyone on the Polka Road! 

IPA Newsletter 

http://www.ipapolkas.com
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Witamy czğonk·w! 

Dyngus Day was a huge success in the Sunshine 
State!  The St. Pete Polish club 7

th
 Annual event 

had a record-breaking crowd of 230 people plus, 
sold over 190 dinners and ran out of Piwo! Crabby 
Billôs Bar & Grill had a full house of 300 plus people 
with super soaker squirt guns and water ballons.  If 
you didnôt have a chance to join in the events this 
year, I hope you can add it to your calendar for 
2025.  You are guaranteed having a great time at 
either place!   

FL Musician Spotlight: 

In this issue I would like to feature Mr. Bobby Sen-
dra.  Bobby is originally from Chicago, ILL.  and was 
born into a musical family. His father played drums 
for the Chuck Stevens Orchestra and was a big in-
fluence on his developing years. When Bobby was 
9, his dad passed away and he picked up his dadôs 
drum set and started playing, setting into motion the 
trajectory of his storied music career. 

When Bobby was 14 his stepfather, Joe Novak, 
took him to Roy Knapp Studios in downtown Chica-
go for professional lessons. For the next 9 years he 
learned to read musical charts and developed his 
own style and techniques, just like his drummer idol 
Buddy Rich. Bobby and his brother Rich, who was 
learning the accordion at the time, became a duo. 
They played for various local events like house par-
ties, weddings, picnics and many other events. Bob-
by was also at this time, playing in his high band, for 
which he received the John Phillips Souza award for 
excellent musicianship. 

Bobby and Rich met up with musicians Jerry 
Chocholek and Peter Drungle and they both joined 
the band. The band diversified their sounds and 
ventured into the rock & roll genre, playing more 
gigs. Along the way they entered a Chicago-area 
local band contest. When entering the contest, the 
promoter asked them for the bandôs name. Bobby 
and the guys didnôt have a band name, so the pro-
moter suggested they call themselves ñThe Versa-
tonesò and that is how the name was born. The Ver-
satones won 1

st
 place in the contest cementing the 

band as local legends. The following year, The Ver-
satones entered another band contest sponsored by 
Downbeat Magazine and they finished in the top 3. 

Gradually, the young Versatones shifted back to 
polka music and Bobby, Rich and Jerry became a 

trio. Chet Kowalkowski joined the 
band shortly after on trumpet. 
They began doing radio broadcast 
on Chet Schaeffer & Chet Gulinski 
shows, and Club 505. In 1963 Ed-
die Blazonczyk joined the band 
playing bass and singing. The 
band became a power house and 
took off playing in many states. In 
1964, the band became nationally known thru out 
the polka hot spots, changing their name to Eddie 
Blazonczykôs Versatones. Bobby was working a 
fulltime job but still managing to travel to PA, NY, 
Ohio, WI, Mich., MD, NJ, Del., and Canada. 

In 1967 the band was still going strong, continuing 
to play gigs across the US. Bobby was already mar-
ried, had a family, and was working for Standard Oil 
Co. The traveling became too much for him and he 
had to end his career with Eddie, Rich, Jerry and 
Chet. He played 10 years with The Versatones, rec-
orded 6 albums, along with the #1 song 
ñTwinkletoesò.  Bobby played locally with Musi-
calaires, The Dynamics, Naturals and other local 
bands for many years after The Versatones.  

In 2010 Bobby retired. Him and his wife Judy move 
to sunny Inverness, Florida. Bobby, still itching to 
play polka music, hooks up with The Florida New 
Generation Band. Today, Bobby is still active in the 
local polka scene, playing with some of the Northern 
Polka bands that come to Florida during snowbird 
season. 

I would personally like to send Bobby a very special 
ñThank Youò for keeping polka beat alive in the 
state, and I wish him the very best of luck in the fu-
ture. Bobby has created a unique style of playing 
polka music along with his whistle, for special ef-
fects. You can catch Bobby filling in with Polka 
Bands throughout the year and even teaching me a 
few drum lessons, from time to time. 

Please continue to support our clubs & 
bands: 

Polish American Pulaski Club of Daytona Beach 
is having Polka dances at (NEW LOCATION) SNPJ 
Lodge #603 421 North Samsula Drive, New 
Smyrna Beach: May 5

th
 Northern Sounds; May 19

th 

KeyTones; June 2
nd
 Northern Sounds; June 16

th
  

Jim Wickôs trio; July 28
th
 Brewski Bros; Aug. 25

th
 

KeyTones; Sept. 8
th
 Joey ñOò Oberaitis; Sept. 22

nd
  

.ȅ .ǊŀŘ ¢ǳǊƪ 
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Northern Sounds; Oct. 6
th
 KeyTones; Oct. 20

th
 Jim 

Wickôs trio; Nov. 3
rd
 Brewski Bros; Nov. 17

th
 Joey 

ñOò Oberaitis, and Dec. 15
th
 Christmas Kolendy 

party with Northern Sounds. For dinner reserva-
tions call Irene (386)-258-7059. For additional in-
fo. call the club (386)-258-7059 or visit their FB or 
website: 
wwww.polishamericanpulaskiclubdaytona.org. 

General K. Pulaski Citizens Club in Belleview 
Dinner Dances will include: May 12

th 
a special 

Motherôs Day celebration featuring Frank Mora-
vcik Band from Ohio, June 9

th
 Northern Sounds; 

Oct. 13
th
 TBA; Nov. 10

th
 Northern Sounds, and 

Dec. 8
th
 Christmas Kolendy party featuring North-

ern Sounds. Please contact Brad for more info. 

SNPJ Lodge #603 in Samsula will be hosting the 
Polish American Pulaski Club of Daytona 
Beach Sunday dinner/dances for 2024. For addi-
tional info. call the club (386)-428-3983, or visit 
their website: www.samsulasnpjlodge603.com. 
Join their Facebook page, 
snpjlodge603@gmail.com. 

Polish American Social Club of Vero Beach will 
be celebrating Polish Constitution Day on May 3

rd
 

6-9pm; May 11
th
 Latin night dance 8-11pm; May 

17
th
 California Mix 7-10pm; May 31

st
 Argentine 

Tango-Milonga 7-10pm. For all events, please join 
their Facebook page, visit their website 
www.pacvbusa.org, email: 
pascverobeach@gmail.com or call the club at 
(772)-778-0039.   

Polish American Society of St. Petersburg. Time 
Changing for 2024-25: Dinner at 2pm & Danc-
ing 3-6pm. Upcoming dances include: April 28

th
 

was the last dance of the season featuring North-
ern Sounds, they had a great crowd and even had 
a few guess star musicians on the band stand. 
The Club will be taking a summer break to get 
prepared for annual ñGrand Openingò on Nov. 
3rd., stay tune for more info. coming in the next 
few months. The club will remain open for ñThirsty 
Thursdaysôò happy hour from 5:30-9pm, for their 
local neighbors to stop by and have a cold one. 
Please visit their website: www.polishsociety.org, 
join their FB page. Dinner reservations call Rita 
(727)-347-7944, club (727)-894-9908, or Jim 
(727)-214-8972 for more info. 

Special/Oktoberfest Events: 

Sept. 21
st
: Oktoberfest @ New Smyrna Beach 

starting at 5:30-9:30pm with Northern Sounds. 

Sept. 28
th
: Oktoberfest event at OTOW-Ocala from 

4-9pm. featuring Northern Sounds. 

Oct. 17
th
: Oktoberfest @ New Smyrna Beach main 

street, 5:30-8:30pm with Oktoberfest Express. 

Oct. 18
th

-19
th
: Starkey Market Oktoberfest 3460 

Starkey Blvd., New Port Riche, with Midwest All-
stars Polka band. Fri. 5-10pm, Sat. 12-4pm 

Oct. 19
th

-20
th
: Greater Tampa Bay Oktoberfest with 

Midwest All Stars, Sat. 12-10pm, Sun. 12-6pm 

Please support Floridaôs Polka IJôs. Featured on 
the Polka Jammer Network, 2009 IPA Hall of Famer 
Joe Oberaitis with Polkas 101 (Sat.), and Slovenian 
Polka Blast (Thur.)  IPA member Ray Skorka, can 
be heard on Crankinô Polkas (Fri.). The IPA mem-
bers of The Southern FL Polka Assoc. are LIVE 
on Polish New Castle Radio with High on Polkas 
(Sat). 

If you would like any additional information about 
our clubs, polka dances or special events, email me 
at bradturk@cox.net or call the Polka Hot Line: 
(352) 875-3961. Please continue to support LIVE 
polka music and our clubs! 

Hope to see everyone at a festival! 

Chicagoôs own Bobby Sendra keeping the polka 

beat alive in Florida 

http://www.samsulasnpjlodge603.com
mailto:snpjlodge603@gmail.com
http://www.pacvbusa.org
mailto:pascverobeach@gmail.com
http://www.polishsociety.org
mailto:bradturk@cox.net
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2023 International Style Polka Music Award Winners 

 

Favorite Male Vocalist: 

Ted Lange 

Favorite Female Vocalist: 

Mollie Busta Lange 

Favorite Band: 

Alex Meixner Band 

Favorite Album: 

70th Birthday - 3rd in the Trilogy  

by Fred Ziwich and his International Sound Machine  

Favorite Song: 

Thereôs Music In Every Heart by Fred Ziwich and  

his International Sound Machine  

Page 4 

The national Academy of IPA
È
 Electors just concluded their annual voting cycle to select the 2023 Polka 

Music Award winners The results are as follows: 

2023 Polish Style Polka Music Award Winners 

Favorite Male Vocalist: 

Lenny Gomulka 

Favorite Female Vocalist: 

Dee Dee Ogrodny 

Favorite Band: 

Lenny Gomulka & the Chicago Push 

Favorite Album: 

Better Things to Come by Polka Country Musicians 

Favorite Song: 

Polka Party by Polka Country Musicians 
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Please join the International Polka Association in celebrating the 
54th Annual IPA Hall of Fame & Music Awards Banquet! 

Saturday, August 31st 
10:45 AM Arrival & Seating 

11:00 AM Luncheon 

Location: DoubleTree Hotel in Pittsburgh-Cranberry, PA 
Tickets are $50 per person by advance reservation only.  

Reservations must be made by August 16th, 2024. 

Option 3: Mail a Check 
Purchase your IPA Hall of Fame & Music Award 

Banquet tickets via Mail: 

Download the IPA Banquet Reservation Form here:  
https://www.ipapolkas.com/go/banquetform/ 

Send your completed form and check to: 

International Polka Association 

Polka Music Hall of Fame and 
Music Awards Banquet 

PO Box 1484 
Plainfield, IL 60544 

You will  receive a follow-up email to confirm your reservation and table information. 

Banquet Ticket/Reservation Purchasing Options: 

Option 1: IPA Website Store 

Purchase your IPA Hall of Fame & Music Awards 
Banquet Tickets  

via Paypal on the IPA store. 

https://www.ipapolkas.com/store/  

Option 2: Zelle 
Purchase your IPA Hall of Fame

È
 & Music Awards 

Banquet Tickets via Zelle.  

Zelle your Banquet Ticket money to  
banquet@ipapolkas.com 

Questions? Please contact: banquet@ipapolkas.com  

https://www.ipapolkas.com/go/banquetform/?fbclid=IwAR116hqK6ALpZ0M-QjnQgokGoKStQR9zrYcm2lxYg65iM0OjYVyn6uVwlfs
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March 2024 - Walt Kazmierczak - In recog-
nition for your more than 45 years of supporting 
and promoting polka music, the last 14 years on 
your show ñWalt the Kôs Polka Partyò heard every 
Sunday on Reading, PAôs 1340AM WRAW and 
internationally on iHeart Radio, the International 
Polka Association hereby presents this Certificate 
of Appreciation. Thank you and Congratulations. 
 

May 2024 - Joseph Manjack ñPolka 
Joeò and the Magic Polka Machine  -  In 
recognition of your untiring efforts in the promo-
tion and advancement of Polka entertainment for 
50 years of  Broadcasting. Thank you and  
Congratulations. 

April - Frank Powaski - In recognition of your 
untiring efforts in the promotion and advance-
ment of Polka Entertainment for over 55 years of 
Broadcasting.  Thank you and Congratulations. 

To the entire IPA Board....what great news! The 

PucoYashu team can't thank you all enough! 

We are so very excited to take over Polkamotion 

by the Ocean and keeping the music we all love 

alive through this festival.  You're a class act 

IPA!  We can't thank you enough!  God Bless!  

Sincerely,  

The PucoYashu Team  

Michael Pucowski 

Jeff Yash 

Carla Jasinski 

Jill Czerniak 

2021 IPA HOF Inductee, Mike Costa and wife, Veronica,  

welcome two new grandchildren 

!ƭŜǎǎƛŀ 9ŘŜƴ {ŎƛŀƭŀƳǇƻ ōƻǊƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ олΣ нлно 

ǘƻ !ƳŀƴŘŀ ό/ƻǎǘŀύ ŀƴŘ WƻŜ {ŎƛŀƭŀƳǇƻ 

±ŜǊƻƴƛŎŀ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ [ǳƪŜ ŀƴŘ 

aƛƪŜ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ !ƭŜǎǎƛŀ 

±ŜǊƻƴƛŎŀ ŀƴŘ aƛƪŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƎǊŀƴŘǎƻƴΣ  

aƛŎƘŀŜƭ tƛǾƪƻ όǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ /ƻǳǊǘƴŜȅ ϧ {Ŏƻǧύ 

ƻƴ нƴŘ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ нκнтκнп 

[ǳƪŜ ²ŀƭƪŜǊ tƛǾƪƻ ōƻǊƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ млΣ нлно ǘƻ  

/ƻǳǊǘƴŜȅ ό/ƻǎǘŀύ ŀƴŘ {Ŏƻǧ tƛǾƪƻΦ 
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Congratulations to Bel-Aire Enterprises and the Bla-
zonczyk Family on a very successful Combination 
Celebration, Polish Constitution Day & Cinco de 
Mayo held on Sunday, April 28, 2024, at the Royalty 
West Banquets in Willow Springs, Illinois.  Entertain-
ment was provided by the Polka Family Band of 
Pennsylvania. There was a live broadcast dur-
ing the Polka Jammer Networks ï Jammerthon 
for three hours that afternoon. A special Thank 
You to the IJôs that afternoon, Rick Rzeszutko, 
Dennis Mikolajewski, Gary & Val Zielinski, and 
all the guest IJôs, as well as Randy and Roberta 

Polovick for taking the donations at the event. 

Congratulations are also extended to Todd Zagani-
acz and everyone involved with the Jammerthon 
2024 on raising $101,900.00.   

Bel-Aire Enterprises celebrates Polish Constitution Day & Cinco de Mayo 
during The Polka Jammer Networks Jammerthon  

~ŸƖĲШƓŔĦƣƨƖĲƚШŉƖŸůШcŸũǃШÑŸũĲĬŸШ?ċǃƚШΞΜΞΠ 

¢ƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Lt!ϯ   

bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ CŜǎǝǾŀƭ ŀƴŘ  

/ƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴ 9ŘƛǝƻƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƛǎǎǳŜ ǿƛƭƭ 

ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ōƛƻǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

нлнп ƛƴŘǳŎǘŜŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ 

ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ррǘƘ !ƴƴǳŀƭ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ  

tƻƭƪŀ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ CŜǎǝǾŀƭ  

ŀƴŘ /ƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴΦ 

Stay Tunedé... 
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 1st ï Michael Skalecki; Krysta 
Latawiec; Alicia Bliznik;  
Dottie Stanky; Alex Yash 

 2
nd
 ï Jack Sanocki;  

Keith Werwas, Jr.; Jack Sanocki 

 3
rd
 ï Bernie Gorak, Sr 

 4
th
 ï Richard Sendra; April Burclaw 

 5
th
 ï Jeannette Ziobro; Stan Pasko;  

Adam Bujanowski 

 6
th
 ï Mary Jo Liccar; Joseph Heier; Bob Banoczi 

 7
th
 ï Joe Kizior; Rich Benkowski 

 8
th
 ï Alex Saltanovitz, Jr.; Bruce Brzeczkowski;  

Richie Yurkovich; Carol Alsheimer 

 9
th
 ï Lambert Lasecki; Bob Earl 

10th ï John Baras; Johnny Karas; Jasiu Klocek;  
Dale Kivinen; Karen Talik; Richard Machey 

11
th
 ï Eddie Ostry; Thomas Rokosz; Helen Skolaut 

12
th
 ï Virgil Herrmann; Chet Kowalkowski 

13
th
 ï Walter Berkowicz; Pamela Reed;  

Teddy Gomulka; Leon Matczak 

14
th
 ï Judy Kwiatkowski; Zupe; Rick Buechler 

15
th
 ï Kevin Cornnell; Ed Izyk 

16
th
 ï Jill Comras 

17
th
 ï Micheal Kott;  

18
th
 ï Kevin Weinstock; Dave Walczak 

19
th
 ï Tony Crispo; Bernard Krygowski;  

Steve Burclaw; Roberta Polovick; Jimmy Homel 

20
th
 ï Karen Dekoski: Paul Rite; Joey Falch 

22
nd
 ï Joanne Kozleski Jones; Jerry Rymanowski 

23
rd
 ï Ed Krupinski; John Gajewski 

24
th
 ï Kenneth Dunaj;  

Mollie Busta; Julie Matus;  
Marianne Cramer 

25
th
 ï Dave Parcheta;  

Ron Kuta; Rosemary Bogdon; Bernice Furin 

26
th
 ï Mary Ann Makatenas; John Filipczak;  

Joe Zalewski; Ronald Petro; Wayne Machnicki 

27
th
 ï Joseph Wondolowski 

28
th
 ï Julcia Dusseault; Frank Blajda; Bob Kalin;  

Ed Turecek; David Goclowski 

29
th
 ï Bob Frydryk; Robin Chimniak;  

Michael Pisarski  


