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A Note From Our President 

Hello IPA Members, 

Happy Spring and Happy Easter. Itôs time to get 
ready for another exciting polka festival season. I 
urge everyone to continue to support all the polka 
promoters, polka bands, DJs and IJs, and the polka 
organizations. If we continue to work together, we 
can and will achieve great things.   

The 2024 IPA Hall of Fame
È
 and 2023 Music 

Awards election cycle has been announced. Be on 
the lookout for more details and information in the 
next newsletter. For complete biographies of our 
inductees, make sure to see our Special Festival 
Edition of the newsletter in the August/September 
publication.  As always, our website has a plethora 
of information so be sure to check that out too. 
Thank you to the Hall of Fame Committee, Trus-
tees, and Electors for all their hard work.   

Special Thanks to Ernie Daigle and Peter Dan-
ielczuk for running the IPA Hall of Fame

È
 Benefit 

Dance in Ludlow at the Polish American Citizens 
Club the beginning of March. Thanks to the bands 
who performed at this event. We appreciate it! Sat-
urday, Polka Country Musicians did a fantastic job 
entertaining the crowd and Sunday it was time to 
party with the fine sounds of the Eddie Forman Or-
chestra, Dennis Polisky & Maestro's Men with spe-
cial guest Lenny Gomulka. This year they honored 
the music of the Krew Brothers from Buffalo, NY. 
There were 3 brothers present, Dennis Krupski, 
Ricky Krew Krupski, and Gary Krupski. They were 
backed by Al Piatkowski, Richie Bernier, Brian 

Urbanczyk, and Ken Yash, who all 
did an amazing job!  Todd Zagani-
acz had an informative history on 
Krew Brothers before introducing 
each song. Thanks Todd!  Patricia 
Daigle ran a delicious kitchen with 
her volunteers and thank you so 
much. It was announced that on the same weekend 
of March 2025 they will honoring the music of Dick 
Pillar. Mark your calendars now! Thank you to all 
the polka fans who attended the event and for sup-
porting the IPA benefit. 

On St. Patrickôs Day, the IPA and Letôs Polka USA 
hosted its 12

th
 Annual Unity Dance.  Thank you to 

Mary Leja and all the officers of Letôs Polka USA, as 
well as the IPA Officers and Directors for all of your 
help in making this event successful.  Pictures and 
more details will be in the next newsletter. 

Inside this newsletter you will find some IPA up and 
coming events, information on sponsorship re-
quests and articles from events that board mem-
bers have attended.  There is also only a limited 
number of hotel rooms available at the DoubleTree 
so if you havenôt booked a room yet, please consid-
er doing it soon. Please visit our website at ipapol-
kas.com for more information. 

Hope to see you all at some of the polka events in 
the next few months.  Take care and Thank you for 
your continued support of the IPA. 

IPA Newsletter 
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The International Polka AssociationÈ is excited to an-
nounce a new initiative to support polka events and 
activities. As part of our commitment to promoting pol-
ka music, we are delighted to offer financial support to 
groups and organizations.  

There is a limited amount of funding available each 
year so we ask that you submit your request for spon-
sorship as early as possible. You must apply at least 
three (3) months before your event or festival. All 
sponsorship requests will be considered, and the IPA 
reserves the right to adjust the final amount per our 
discretion. Also, if youôre looking for sponsorship each 
year for your event, you must submit a new request 

each year.  

In return for the sponsorship, we ask that you display 
the IPA logo on your flier, website, and during your 
event.  

If you are interested in exploring this sponsorship op-
portunity further, please fill out the form on our web-
site at https://www.ipapolkas.com/sponsorship-
opportunities/ and your application will be reviewed 
during the next monthly board meeting.  

If you have any questions, please contact the IPA at 
sponsorship@ipapolkas.com 

https://www.ipapolkas.com/sponsorship-opportunities/
https://www.ipapolkas.com/sponsorship-opportunities/
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Witamy czğonk·w! 

ñSpring is natureôs way of saying, óLetôs party!ô 
ñ(Robin Williams), so I wanted to remind everyone 
of our upcoming Florida Dyngus Day polka parties. 
The Polka All Stars will be on the beach at Crabby 
Billôs Bar & Grill and the Florida Generations Band 
will be performing at the Polish American Society of 
St. Petersburg. These are sure to be memorable 
events that you wonôt want to miss!  Rememberé  
EVERYONEô S Polish on Dyngus Day! 

I would like to send out a BIG SUNSHINE welcome 
to our newest retired musician, Mike Matousek. 
Mike was the leader of the fabulous polka band 
ñThe Boysò. Mike and his family moved down from 
Maryland to Palmetto FL. (north of Bradenton), a 
few months ago. Mikeôs official last polka job was 
on the Panama Canal Polka Brews Cruise last 
month, along with Polka Country Musicians.  A 
group of 200+ celebrated him with a champagne 
toast following his last performance. It was an un-
forgettable tear-filled moment that was an honor to 
witness. I want to congratulate Mike for promoting 
and performing polka music since 1973! 

Floridaôs Snowbird Schedule: 

Polish American Pulaski Club of Daytona Beach 
is having Polka dances at (NEW LOCATION) 
SNPJ Lodge #603 421 North Samsula Drive, 
New Smyrna Beach: April 7

th
 Brewski Bros; April 

21
st
 KeyTones; May 5

th
 Northern Sounds; May 

19
th
 KeyTones; June 2

nd
 Northern Sounds; June 

16
th
 Jim Wickôs trio; July 28

th
 Brewski Bros., and 

Aug. 25
th
 KeyTones. For dinner reservations call 

Irene (386)-258-7059. For additional info. call the 
club (386)-258-7059 or visit their FB or website: 

www.polishamericanpulaskiclubdaytona.org.  

General K. Pulaski Citizens Club in Belleview 
Dinner Dances will include: March 10

th
 Northern 

Sounds; April 14
th
 Jim Wicks Band; May 12

th 
a 

special Motherôs Day celebration featuring Frank 
Moravcik Band from Ohio, and June 9

th
 Northern 

Sounds. Please contact Brad for more info.  

SNPJ Lodge #603 in Samsula will be hosting the 
Polish American Pulaski Club of Daytona 
Beach Sunday dinner/dances for 2024. For addi-
tional info. call the club (386)-428-3983, or visit 
their website:  www.samsulasnpjlodge603.com.  
Join their Facebook page,  
snpjlodge603@gmail.com. 

Polish American Social Club of 
Vero Beach will feature the 
Southernmost Polka Band on 
March 10

th
. For other dance/

band information, please join 
their Facebook page, visit their 
website www.pacvbusa.org, 
email: 
pascverobeach@gmail.com or 
call the club at (772)-778-0039.   

Polish American Society of St. Petersburg has a 
Time Change: Dinner at 1pm & Dancing 2-
5pm. Upcoming dances include: March 17

th
 Polka 

All Stars; March 24
th
 Northern Sounds; April 1

st
 

Dyngus Day from 5-8pm with FL Generations; 
April 7

th
 Northern Sounds; April 14

th
 Polka All 

Stars; April 21
st
 Polka All Stars, and April 28

th
 (last 

dance of the season) featuring Northern Sounds. 
Please visit their website: www.polishsociety.org, 
join their FB page. Dinner reservations call Rita 
(727)-347-7944, club (727)-894-9908 for more 
info. 

Special Events: 

March 24
th 

- Spring Fling Dance at Polish American 
Society of Port St. Lucie, 343 Prima Vista Blvd., 
featuring Sunshine State Express & The South-
ernmost Polka Band 12 to 5:30pm. tickets/info. 
call Ed: (828)-516-7995. 

April 1
st
 Dyngus Day: Polka All Stars at Crabby 

Billôs Bar & Grill. 401 Gulf Blvd., Indian Rocks 
Beach. from 12-4pm. Call (727)-595-4825 for in-
fo. /Tickets. 

April 1
st
 Dyngus Day: Florida Generations at 

Polish American Society of St. Petersburg, 1343 
Beach Drive, SE St. Pete. Doors open 4pm, 
Dancing 5-8pm. 

Oct. 31-Nov. 2
nd
: 

 ñSPOOKTACULARò Polka Weekend @ Daytona 
Beach Oceanfront Resort, 100 N. Atlantic Ave. 
Tony Blazoncykôs New Phaze, Americaôs Polka 
Sweetheart Stephanie, Sunshine State Express 
and The Southernmost Polka Band. Info. call Ed: 
(828)-516-7995. 

Please support Floridaôs Polka IJôs. Featured on 
the Polka Jammer Network, 2009 IPA Hall of 
Famer Joe Oberaitis with Polkas 101 (Sat.), and 
Slovenian Polka Blast (Thur.)  IPA member Ray 
Skorka, can be heard on Crankinô Polkas (Fri.).   

.ȅ .ǊŀŘ ¢ǳǊƪ 

http://www.samsulasnpjlodge603.com
mailto:snpjlodge603@gmail.com
http://www.pacvbusa.org
mailto:pascverobeach@gmail.com
http://www.polishsociety.org


April - May 2024                                    Official Publication of the International Polka Association, Inc.È 

 

Page 3 

The IPA members of The Southern FL Polka As-
soc. are LIVE on Polish New Castle Radio with 
High on Polkas (Sat). 

If you would like any additional information about our 
clubs, polka dances or special events, email me at 
bradturk@cox.net or call the Polka Hot Line: (352) 
875-3961. Please continue to support LIVE polka 
music and our clubs! 

I would like to wish everyone a Wesoğego Alleluja 
and safe holiday travels!  

όC[ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ .ǊŀŘ ¢ǳǊƪΣ Lt! tƻƭƪŀ IhC aƛƪŜ aŀǘƻǳǎŜƪΣ Lt! ƳŜƳōŜǊ 

/ƻǊƛƴƴŜ ¢ǳǊƪύ 

On February 24th, we kicked off our 2024 Polka 
Season at Western Pennsylvaniaôs Polka Hotspot, 
Kinloch Firehall with the NuTones. At this dance, we 
celebrated the 40th year of the NuTones perform-
ing. We had a great crowd and friends and family 
came from near and far to celebrate this achieve-
ment.  

The IPA gave the NuTones a Certificate of Appreci-
ation for their achievement. In addition, Janice Loch-
ner from the Baltimore, MD area, provided all the 
members of the NuTones with a special poem that 
she wrote honoring the music of the NuTones.  

On behalf of everyone from the IPA, we would like 
to thank Stacy, Tammy, Vicky, Rich, Dave, and 

Frank for continuing to provide polka music in West-
ern Pennsylvania. 

.ȅ нƴŘ ±t /ƘǊƛǎ .ƻƎŘƻƴ 
ÍŔĭ {ǈÍŹůĭƨ 9ĭŢĭČƣúƸĭ ņǞ ǖĭúƣƨ 
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IPA President, Christy Krawisz, visits the Pulaski Club of Arizona 

Johnny, Katie, and I got into our van and traveled 

West on Route 66, making a few stops along the 

way in Missouri, Oklahoma, Texas, New Mexico, 

and finally, in Arizona (Without stops this trip would 

have been over 24 hours).  We stayed in Glendale 

for a week, where Hayley flew in from Indiana to join 

us. Then we headed over to Phoenix, only about 25 

minutes from where we were staying to the Pulaski 

Club of Arizona.  Michael Costa and the Beat per-

formed, and Johnny (IL IPA Director) filled in with 

them that weekend.   

Dave Bonczkiewicz, his wife Princess, Pat Jayo, 

and everyone at the Club were so kind, welcoming, 

and friendly.  They always have a Meet and Greet 

on Friday evenings, and it was great just walking 

around the club and talking with so many wonderful, 

friendly people.  I got to meet a couple who traveled 

from Minnesota, Greg and Basia Zebro and got to 

know Don and Gail Haderle who are huge support-

ers of the club and polka music.   

Thank you, Don and Gail, for all that you do, it is so 

appreciated!  I met Mary Saber, talked with Gene 

and Bo Swick, and was also able to catch up with 

Michael and Veronica (Ronnie) Costa, Michael 

Pucowski, Carla and Syndey Jasinski, just to name 

a few.   

As always, the Beat sounded fantastic and every-

one who attended had a wonderful time.  The week-

end went by so fast!   I was also excited that my 

brother Johnny and his family were in Arizona that 

weekend and were able to come to the Club on Sat-

urday to enjoy the music where everyone danced a 

lot.   My niece Sydney and her boyfriend Shane live 

in Arizona, and we all got to spend time with them, 

which was nice.    

Congratulations to the Pulaski Club of Arizona for 

continuing to bring polka music out west!  If you ev-

er have the opportunity to travel to Arizona, be sure 

to look them up!  You are guaranteed to have a 

great time.    

 Special thanks to the Polish American Social Club, 
Kaz Tysiac, President, as well as all the Officers 
and Directors as well.   Please enjoy a few of my 
photos from this weekend. 
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Illinois Polkafest Celebrated 35 Years of Supporting Polka Music  

The weekend of February 2-4, 2024, the Illinois Pol-
kafest celebrated its 35 years supporting polka mu-
sic at the Hyatt Regency Schaumburg-Chicago, fea-
turing the fine sounds of Klancnik and Friends, Ste-
ve Meisner Legacy Band, Eddie Rodick Orchestra, 
Garrett Tatano Band, Alex Meixner, Jeff Winard and 
Joey Miskulin, Eddie Rodick with LynnMarie and 
guest appearances by Ted Lange and Mollie Busta.   
Also on stage with his grandfather Joey Miskulin 
was little Joey OôBoyle who wowed the crowd with 
his vocal talents and the cutest mini accordion.   

Bob Doszak started the festival back in 1988 and 
Chris Doszak took over running this annual event in 
2016, with the help of his family members.  Sadly, 
Bob passed away in October of 2023, but was hon-

ored at this yearôs festival with a memory table as 
you walked into the event.  The IPA has made a do-
nation to this event for several years through spon-
sorship and if you havenôt attended this event, 
please try to do so in the future. IPA President 
Christy Krawisz attended the event this year on Sat-
urday night along with IPA Director Johnny Krawisz, 
Brian Kapka, and Past President Rick Rzeszutko.  
Other officers, directors and past presidents have 
also supported this event for several years.   Look 
them up on facebook ï Illinois Polkafest, email them 
at ilpolkafest@yahoo.com or visit their website at 
www.illinoispolkafest.com.  Congratulations to the 
Doszak family on a wonderful and successful event. 

.ȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘȅ YǊŀǿƛǎȊΣ Lt! tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 
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Letôs Polka USA celebrated their 20
th
 anniversary on Sunday February 18

th
 at 

Royalty West Banquets in Willow Springs, IL. The EZ Tones provided Polka and 

American music for all to enjoy. Many raffles and door prizes were given out that day. It was a very nice 

crowd for the event and a good time had by all.  

The International Polka Association presented current Letôs Polka USA President, Mary Leja, with a Cer-

tificate of Recognition Congratulating Letôs Polka USA on their 20 years in supporting polka music.  

Letôs Polka USA celebrates 20 Years 
By IL Director Brian Kapka 
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