IPA Newsletter
~ AMessage from our President

On behalf of the Officers and Directors of the Inter-
national Polka Association we would like to thank
everyone who attended our 55" Annual Internation-
al Polka Festival and Convention Labor Day Week-
end at the DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Pittsburgh
Cranberry. We hope you all had a great time.

We would also like to thank the following people:

Jill Styczynski for your countless hours working on
the hotel reservations and during the festival; Brian
Kapka for being the Band Chairperson this year;
Lynn Kaminski for her work on the Ad Book; Lind-
sey Mateja, Christy Nowakowski and Lori Lewan-
dowski for all the time spent making the banquet
such a beautiful event and helping throughout the
weekend; Cheryl Furmaniak and John Krawisz for
your countless hours the weeks prior to the festival

and during the festival with help anywhere | needed
it; and Chris Bogdon, Dan Mateja, Lynn Kaminski,
Stephen Kaminski, Randy Koslosky, Emma Bog-

don, Henry Lenard, Dennis Mikolajewski, Sue
Szela, Brad Turk, Rich Zebrowski, Christopher
Ebel, and Keith Pietranczyk, your help throughout
the weekend was greatly appreciated.

Officers and Directors, | look forward to being your
President for another year and | hope we can con-
tinue to do great things for the organization in the
future. Your hard work and dedication to the organ-
ization make life for me a little easier.

Everyone who attended and supported the Kickoff
Party at the Cranberry Elks Lodge, Chris Bogdon
and The Alex Meixner Band.

The bands that performed for us that weekend, Len-
ny Gomulka and Chicago Push, featuring Dee-Dee
Ogrodny and Ryan Joseph (or Joseph Ryan, if you
know, you know), Garrett Tatano Band, New Brass
Express, Tony Blazonczyk’s New Phaze, IPA Trib-
ute Band, Klancnik and Friends, Michael Costa and
the Beat, The Kosmix, Phocus, Dennis Polisky and
the Maestro’s Men, John Gora and Gorale, Polka
Country Musicians, and Polka Family, without you,
there is no festival. Thank you for sharing your mu-
sical talents with all of us music fans.

To the Polka Jammer Network,
Mark Trezpacz, Billy Belina, Keith
Pietranczyk, Cherie Trezpacz
and Ray Skorka, thank you for
doing a live remote from IPA
once again this year. We greatly
appreciate the time you spend
doing these remotes and promot-
ing polka music.

To the volunteers, who help us all weekend, we
greatly appreciate all the time you donated to us La-
bor Day Weekend and appreciate your support of
the organization.

To Tish and Kathy Blazonczyk, Bel-Aire Records for
selling at our festival once again this year.

To Father Dennis Bogusz, for celebrating the Polka
Mass, the readings, the announcers, all who helped
with the collections, Eucharistic Ministers, Randy
Koslosky, Ryan Joseph and The Kosmix for the
beautiful music.

To Frank Steter, for being our DJ at the banquet
this year.

To Kate Knecht and the entire staff at the Double-
Tree, we appreciate all that you do for us and look
forward to our festival next year at your location.

Congratulations once again to all the Hall of Fame
Inductees, David “Nigel” Kurdziel, Peter J. Dan-
ielczuk, Dee-Dee Ogrodny, The Family of Gene
Swick and Li'l John Nalevanko. | truly enjoy listen-
ing to all your history and accomplishments in the
polka industry.

Congratulations to all the Music Award winners,
Lenny Gomulka, Dee-Dee Ogrodny, Ted Lange,
Mollie Busta Lange, Lenny Gomulka and Chicago
Push, Matt Lewandowski and the Alliance, The Alex
Meixner Band, The Penn-Ohio Polka Pals. We
greatly appreciate all you do for polka music.

Congratulations once again to the Leon Kozicki
Trustee Award winner Richie Zebrowski and the
Joe Jozwiak Award Winner, Gus Kosior.




Here is a list of your 2023-2024 Officers and Directors:

Directors: Emma Bogdon, Stephen Kaminski, Brian Kapka,
Officers: John Krawisz, Henry Lenard, Lindsey Mateja,

. ) , Dennis  Mikolajewski, Christy = Nowakowski,
President — Christy Krawisz Jill Styczynski, Sue Szela, Brad Turk, Rich
1%t Vice President — Lori Lewandowski Zebrowski

2™ Vice President — Chris Bogdon Youth Advisor - Christopher Ebel
Secretary — Cheryl Furmaniak
Treasurer — Dan Mateja

Financial Secretary — Lynn Kaminski
Sergeant at Arms — Randy Koslosky

Media Advisor — Keith Pietranczyk
Chaplin — Father Dennis Bogusz

x x

2023 FREDDY K JR MUSIC SCHOLARSHIP

This year our judges have picked Holly Rose Kolodziej Scarfone, of Pittsfield, Mass.

Holly Rose was on the High Honor Roll in High School and received High Honors Award and an
Academic Achievement Award. She was involved in track and field, donated her time at her church, the

humane society and tutored. During her senior year she worked through a co-op as an electrical
apprentice. She plays clarinet and sax, writes music and loves to dance. Holly was elected Junior Miss
USPA Queen in 2017. She will be attending McCann Technical School at night while working as an
electrical apprentice during the day. So, as you can see, the Judges this year made a wonderful choice in
picking Holly.

Holly was presented with
the Freddy K Jr. Music
Scholarship at the 2023
PolkaMotion by the Ocean
in Rehoboth Beach, DE on
Friday, September 15.

Please be on the lookout in
upcoming IPA Newsletters
for more information about
the scholarship and applica-
tion process.

(pictured left to right)

Diana Kosinski, Linda Kendzierski,
Holly Rose Kolodziej Scarfone,
Joanne Kolodziej and Freddy "K"
Kendzierski
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Holiday Greetings!

The IPA would like to try something new this year. For the December/January Publication ONLY, our
membership will have the opportunity to provide Holiday Greetings to each other. The size choices for the
Holiday Greetings will be as follows:

1/8 page - $15 (Dimensions - (H) 2.56in x (W) 4in)

1/4 page - $20 (Dimensions - (H) 5.12in x (W) 4in)

1/2 page - $25 (Dimensions - (H) 5.12in x (W) 8in)
Please ensure that your ad request meets the above size requirements. All greetings must be received NO
LATER THAN FRIDAY, 12/8. NO EXCEPTIONS can be made.

Examples: 1/8 page

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
May love be in your life. from the entire Krawisz Family! We

May hope be in your heart. wish you Joy and Happiness this

May peace be in our world. holiday season and hope you have a

Wesoly Swiat Bozego Narodzenia wonderful New Year. God Bless you

The Kaminski’s all.
Stephen, Lynn, o
Aleya & Hadley The Krawisz’s

Christy, Johnny, Katie & Hayley

Greetings can be as decorated or generic as you prefer. ALL greetings must meet the above dimensions
and be ready for publication. Make sure to note the size of the Greeting and method of payment if send-
ing through email.

Acceptable Files: PDF’s, JPG’s, PNG’s
ALL SUBMISSIONS MUST BE EMAILED AND/OR UPLOADED TO THE WEBSITE.

2 ways to submit and
pay for your ad

OPTION 1

Email to: newsletter@ipapolkas.com

ATTACH ALL APPLICABLE FILES

Send Checks to the address to
PO BOX 1484
Plainfield, IL 60544

Make check payable to the
“International Polka
Association”

OPTION 2

Submit online at
www.ipapolkas.com
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