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Witamy członków!

It’s so nice to see the recent increase in attend-
ance at our Polish clubs and dances in Florida!  
We certainly hope it continues with Dyngus Day 
and Holiday celebrations planned throughout the 
state.  It’s always fun to experience LIVE music 
and Polish traditions first-hand.

Let’s continue to support polka music in 2022 by 
attending our Snow Bird Dances:

Polish American Pulaski Club of Daytona 
Beach is currently having Polka dances at The 
Elks Lodge, 285 Wilmette Avenue, Ormond 
Beach (after selling their club).  March 13th is 
St. Patty’s Day dinner/dance with Melotones, 
so wear your Green!  March 27th will feature 
Polka Classics.  On April 10th, they will be cel-
ebrating Easter with Frankie K. band. April 24th

is the Melotones, May 8th will be Polka All 
Stars, and May 15th is Joey “O” Oberaitis. 
They are currently working on the summer & 
fall dance schedule with the Elks Lodge. For 
more information please call (386)-258-7059. 
You can email the club at pulaskidaytona-
club@yahoo.com, join their Facebook page, or 
visit their website: 
www.polishamericanpulaskiclubdaytona.org

German American Club of Marion County will 
be celebrating their Spring Fling dance on April 
24th with DJ Ron “The Music Man”. The Club 

will be celebrating their Silver Anniversary on 
August 14th with a dinner/dance. For all tickets/
info, call Mary (352)-789-6499 or visit their 
website: www.gacmarioncounty.com.

General K. Pulaski Citizens Club in Belleview 
will be having their Easter dinner/dance with 
the Melotones on April 10th. The Mother’s-
Father’s Day dinner/dance will be on May 8th, 
featuring the Melotones. October 9th will be an 
Oktoberfest event with Northern Sounds, and 
the annual Christmas Kolendy party is on De-
cember 11th featuring Northern Sounds. 
Please contact Brad for more information.

SNPJ Lodge #603 in Samsula had their annual 
Slovenefest festival Feb. 25-26 which featured 
Frank Moravcik Band from Cleveland, Ohio. 
They had awesome crowds both days, with a 
lot of out-of- state attendees. The kitchen even 

ran out of their homemade 
food!  Make plans to attend 
next year Feb. 24th and 25th, 
2023. This is definitely an 
event you’ll want to add to 
your calendar. Call Cindy: 
(386)-689-9454. Join their 
Facebook page, email the 
club: 
snpjlodge603@gmail.com or 
visit their website: 
www.samsulasnpjlodge603.com

Polish American Social Club of Vero Beach 
had a record season crowd with the Eddie For-
man Orchestra on Feb. 13th. Everyone had a 
GREAT time! The club will be hosting the SO-
FL-PA band on March 13th from 2-5pm. For 
more information join their Facebook page, 
visit their website: www.pacvbusa.org, or call 
the club (772)-778-0039 for more details.

Polish American Society of St. Petersburg 
had an outstanding crowd of 155 people on
opening day! It was so nice seeing all of our 
friends again. The 70th Anniversary dance was 
a huge success! The club is now officially a 
national landmark in downtown St. Pete. The 
lineup for March will include:  Buffalo Touch 
from NY on the 6th, Polka All Stars on March 
13th, Northern Sounds on March 20th and 
Frank Moravcik from Ohio on March 27th. April 
will feature: Northern Sounds on the 3rd, Polka 
All Stars April 10th, the Annual Dyngus Day 
celebration on April 18th with Nu Sounds from 
5-8pm, and April 24th with FL. Generation. 
Please visit their website: 
www.polishsociety.org, or check out their Fa-
cebook page for more info.

As a reminder, Florida’s favorite IJ’s are: 2009 
Hall of Famer Joe Oberaitis with Polkas 101 
(Saturday), and Slovenian Polka Blast 
(Thursday), as well as, Crankin’ Polkas 
(Fridays), with IPA member Ray Skorka.

If you would like any additional information 
about our clubs, polka dances or special events, 
email me at bradturk@cox.net or call: (352) 875-
3961.

Wesołych Świąt Wielkanocnych.

By Brad Turk



April - May, 2022     Official Publication of the International Polka Association, Inc.®

Page 3

Joann Sklarsky, PA
John Sklarsky, PA
Don Walser, MN

Jeff McElheney, IL
Kevin Oleniczak, IL
Patty Lesczynski, MI

Dave Slivinski, MI

Vincent Krzyzanowski, 
FL

John Borkowski, PA
Diana Kosinski, DE

Marianne Cramer, FL
Cindy Fisher, OH

Jack Tady, PA

New 

New 

lifetime 

Members 
Judith Ozanich, PA
Cindy Lawton, PA

Zupe, PA
Donna Carron, MD

Polka music is Essenfial  is the latest IPA t-shirt designed by IPA 

member Hayley Krawisz. Scan the QR code to take you directly 

to the store to purchase yours now, or you can visit the store at 

IPAPolkas.com.

IPA’s POLKA MUSIC IS ESSENTIAL 

AVAILABLE NOW

The Frank Moravcik Band from Cleveland, 

Ohio that performed at the SNPJ Lodge #603 

in Samsula, Florida for their Slovenefest. From 

left to right:  Mike Heins; Linda Hochevar; Flori-

da IPA Director, Brad Turk; Frank Moravcik

2022 IPA Newsletter Schedule
Issue Deadline for Submissions

June - July 2022 May 1, 2022

August - September 2022 July 1, 2022

October - November 2022 September 1, 2022

December 2022 - January 2023 November 1, 2022
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Daughter of the late Polka drummer, Michael Vinecki, competes in 

the 2022 Olympics - Winter Vinecki 

Written by Jill Arndt, used with permission 

MICHAEL VINECKI of Gaylord was very special 
to many of us, and we continue to cherish our 
memories with him. Very sadly, he passed away 
in 2009 at the young age of 40, having coura-

geously fought a 10-month battle against pros-
tate cancer. Mike was a husband and father of 
4. With the passing of his father in 2021, parents 
Theresa (Slivinski) Vinecki and Virgil have reu-
nited with Mike. I often think about his brother 
Rick and sister Brenda, their love shared, the 

heartache felt, and the wonder of Mike's joy if he 
was here today to give us his wonderful smile 
while enjoying his growing family and many 
friends that miss him greatly.

Mike was a musician and spent his teens and 
early 20's playing polkas across the country. It 

began at an early age while playing drums with 
his dad and brother in a 3-piece local band 
(that's when I met them). Mike played with the 
Grammy-award band Eddie Blazonczyk’s Versa-
tones in 1990 and toured the United States and 
Europe. He also performed with numerous other 

bands. While living in the Chicago area in the 
late-1990's, Mike formed a country band called 
“Michael Lee and the Dusters” and played in the 
Northern Illinois area. Auctioneering was 
Michael’s second love, and he was an integral 

part of Vinecki Auction Services with his family. 

He also obtained his Brokers License in Real 
Estate.

Following Mike’s diagnosis, the family became 
involved with Athletes for a Cure, a branch of the 
Prostate Cancer Foundation. “Team Winter” was 
founded by daughter Winter to actively raise 

awareness and funds for prostate cancer. Visit 
www.teamwinter.org

Winter is now 23 years old, having grown up in 
Gaylord (MI) and Salem (OR), and training in 
Park City (UT).

After losing her Dad at the age of 9 to an ag-

gressive form of prostate cancer, she formed 
TeamWinter.org, a 501(c)(3) non-profit to raise 
money for prostate cancer research and aware-
ness. She has raised over $500,000 and count-

ing toward that effort.

We join Winter's many supporters and wish her 
well in her competitions and fund raising. We 
know there is abundant pride from Heaven. 

Michigan connection: Born in Grand Rapids; 
lives and trains in Gaylord.

Highlights: Ranked No. 2 on World Cup circuit 
in 2020-21 season, 14th in 2021-22; finished 
first in women’s aerials in a March 2021 World 
Cup event in Moscow. Finished second in team 
mixed event and fifth in women’s aerials in 
2021-22 World Cup event in Ruka, Finland.

The buzz: More of a runner growing up, Vinecki 
completed her first triathlon at 9, and was the 
Ironkids National Champion in 2010-11. At 14, 
she was the youngest person to complete a 
marathon in Antarctica and at 15, the youngest 
to complete a marathon on all seven continents. 

She missed all of the 2021 world champion-
ships with a bout of COVID-19. 

And, yes, she will be the first Winter Olympian 
named “Winter.”

Mike’s little girl is grown and competed in the 
2022 Winter Olympic.  Unfortunately, she didn’t 

win a medal.  
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IPA President, Christy Krawisz, thought it would be a great idea to share some of our members 
favorite recipes with the membership.  So, in every newsletter we will spotlight two food recipes 
and one drink recipe submitted to us by our members. To share your favorite recipe, please email 
it to info@ipapolkas.com and include your name in your email.    Please send it in a word doc-
ument or directly in the email.  PDF’s won’t work, sorry.   We look forward to sharing some great 
recipes with you!  Enjoy.

Recipes from ... 

IPA Members 

Noodle and Hamburger Casserole
Submitted By Carol Trzebiatowski

¼ lb. Margarine
1 chopped Onion
1 chopped Green Pepper
1 lb. Hamburger
½ package Wide Noodles
1 can Tomato Soup
½ can of Water
Salt and Pepper to taste

Boil noodles in water until cooked, drain and set 
aside.   Sauté onion, green pepper, and ham-
burger in margarine until meat is fully cooked.  
Add a dash or two of salt and pepper (to your 
tastes).  When hamburger is brown, add 1 can 
of tomato soup and ½ can of water.   Cook to-
gether for about 15 minutes or so.   Add drained 
noodles to the meat mixture and mix well.  Put in 
a 9x13 ungreased casserole dish and bake at 
350 degrees for about 30 minutes.  

Spinach Dip
Submitted By Karen Hudy

1 package frozen chopped spinach (defrost 
and remove excess moisture)
1 cup mayonnaise
1 cup sour cream
1 package Knorr Leek recipe mix
1 small can water chestnuts (drained and 
chopped)

Combine all ingredients and refrigerate at least 
2 hours before serving.  Use 1 loaf of rye 
bread.   Cut bread into bite size pieces. You 
can also use bugles, Hawaiian bread or crack-
ers.  
Please note:  **Knorr Vegetable recipe mix 
can be used also, instead of Leek recipe mix**

Chocolate Caramel Cream Easter 
Cocktail

Submitted By Lynn Kaminski

1 cup Cream
5 cup Irish cream
1oz Caramel Liqueur or Chocolate Liqueur

Shake with ice and strain into cocktail glass or 
hollow easter eggs or bunnies.

Banana Split Jello Shot
Submitted By Angela Biskup

Dissolve one box of strawberry Jell-O 3 ounce 
size, and one cup of boiling water in a large 
glass measuring cup. Stir until fully dissolved. 
Add 1/4 cup cold water, 
1/4 cup of vodka and 1/4 
cup banana liqueur and 
1/4 cup cream de cacao. 
Stir well and cool before 
pouring into Jell-O shot 
cups 
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A few years back, I decided to start running pol-

ka dances in the Western PA Area to help con-

tinue this tradition that we all love. These danc-

es are run at the Kinloch Firehall, north of Pitts-

burgh in New Kensington, PA. Kinloch was a 

staple of polka music for several decades in 

Western PA. Many IPA Hall of Famers per-

formed at Kinloch, including Marion Lush, 

Stephanie, Matt Wasielewski, and others. It is 

great to continue this tradition of polka music.

2021 was a great year since Kinloch hosted 

many bands like the NuTones, Polka Country 

Musicians, Dynabrass, and the reunion of Ener-

gy. Due to the success, I decided to run non-

polish bands at Kinloch.  This experiment start-

ed with the fabulous sounds of the Alex 

Meixner Band, and he put on a show of a life-

time. Then in December, I brought in both Jack 

Tady and the Tady Bears and then The Dick 

Tady Orchestra. The crowds have loved 

Kinloch and enjoy the new place for polka 

dancing. What started as an experiment turned 

into a new location for Slovenian dances in 

Western PA.

Jack Tady and the Tady Bears is one of the 

Slovenian pioneers in the Western PA area. He 

started playing polkas at the at of 14, and in 

1968, IPA Hall of Famer Frank Yankovic 

crowned him Western Pennsylvania's Polka 

King.  Jack had a lifetime of performing polkas, 

running trips, and organizing groups to help 

preserve Slovenian-Style polka music. Jack 

and his wife Peggy have been doing a Polka 

Radio Show since 1983 in Western PA.

Jack has performed at Kinloch twice for me, 

and every time he takes the stage, he energiz-

es the crowd. Jack always calls up fellow polka 

musicians to end the night with an excellent 

polka jam session. We are excited to welcome 

Jack Tady and the Tady Bears to the 2022 IPA 

Polka Festival and Convention on Labor Day 

Weekend. This will be the first time Jack Tady 

is performing at the IPA Festival, and we are 

Jack Taddy plays Kinloch as a preview for IPA Festival 2022
By Chris Bogdon

IPA 2nd VP
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Hello from sunny Arizona!  
Hello to our Polka community!  Valentine’s Day 

was celebrated in a big way in Phoenix the 

weekend of February 18-20 with Mike Costa’s 

and his band, The Beat – they kept everyone 

on their feet dancing to our favorite polkas as 

well as waltzes and obereks and their version of 

the Beatles!  Everyone knew that Mike Costa 

had been inducted in 2021 in the IPA Hall of 

Fame so congratulations and well wishes were 

given to him – an award well deserved after pro-

ducing 14 successful CDs which include 40 of 

his original compositions. 

The club was decorated with hearts everywhere 

including a giant 12 foot balloon heart for every-

one’s picture pleasure.  We started the weekend 

with our usual meet-and-greet on Friday wel-

coming the band and various guests as they 

came off the golf courses and away from nearby 

swimming pools.  Thank you to IPA for sponsor-

ing the food served during the evening.  The 

band members checked out their equipment 

and played a medley of songs with guests sing-

ing harmony. 

Saturday evening was busy and couples were 

excited to start dancing to Mike’s favorite songs 

like “Dance the Night Away”, I’m Blue Oberek”, 

“How a Cowgirl says Goodbye” and “Little Bit 

Gypsy”.  Mike was surprised to see Mollie B 

and Ted Lange, Joe and Chris from the Dyna-

Brass, Dawn Rozinski from the Polski Chicks, 

Patrick Henry from the Wisconsin Dells Festi-

val and DJ Tom H from California in the crowd 

cheering the band on and joining the dancers on 

the floor. 

Sunday started up with beautiful weather and 

more people coming to dance the afternoon 

away.  The rapport between band members and 

the guests was fun to behold; the ladies on the 

floor sang harmony and the band members 

showed off their individual talents – Mike Costa, 

Sebastian, Paul, Nick, Alex and Kevin Altenburg 

are all magicians with their instruments.  The 

evening ended singing Happy Birthday / Sto Lat 

to the Pulaski Club President, Kaz Tysiac. 

A big “Thank You” to Don and Gail Haderle for 

supporting the polka bands at our club (we look 

forward to thanking you in person when COVID 

ends).  Also, a big thank you goes out to David 

and Princess Bonczkiewicz for working on the 

details of the weekend, Halina and Basia for 

cooking the fabulous Polish meals, Maciej and 

Shawnessey for decorating the club, and the 

bartenders and volunteers who helped organize 

and clean the club. 

Best wishes to Mike Costa and The Beat as 

they head down the polka road to their next 

event in Toledo, Ohio on April 9th and 10th.  The 

Phoenix family now awaits the arrival of TNT 

“The Natural Talent” the weekend of March 

18th-20th, 2022. 
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1st – Helenrae Budzilek

2nd – Joseph Witek; 
Krystyna Chunis

3rd – Ed Krause

4th – Timothy Haselow; Mary Lou Czerniak; 
Felicia Reilly

5th – Steven Smith; David Straup Slick

6th – Richard Szuflita

7th – Betty Downey; Barbara Ann Adams

8th – Tom Reznekervitz; Steven Somerville;
Carol Lash Budzyn; Fran Cobian; 
Jerry Soliwoda

9th – Michelle Genrich; Sara Zelasko

10th – Valerie Janson

11th – Roger Malinowski; Paul Chichin

13th – Louella Kundert; Stephen Brown

14th – George Walker; Larry Trojak; 
Debbie Horoschock

15th – Daniel Prigge

16th – Tamara Waner

17th – Steve Meisner; Diane Nowakowski; 
Mack Martin; Tyler Zawatski; Ron Biskup; 
Kelly Jeau Larson; Margaret Zotkiewicz

18th – Peter Wendlinger; Jackie Libera; 
Dave Slivinski

19th – Mitch Gorz

20th – Michael Blaskowski; Sam Sokolik

21st – Jane Siuda; Tootsie Sobolak; 
Richard Matuszczak; Mark Slota

22nd – Maria Szymanski; Debbie Rymanowski;
Johnetta Vinka; Susan Krysa

23rd – Brian Szumigalski; David Heise

25th – Sally Rzeszutko; Brian Urbanczyk; 
Marie Brado; Robert Gawryla; 
Stephen Zelenak

26th –  Phyllis Videtich; Jennifer Okrzesik

27th – Michael Schrader; Debbie Rymanowski; 
Linda Walczynski-Louie; Linda Plantz

28th – Joseph Price; John Sakal; 
Michael Bednarz; Eric Kurowski

29th – Kim Cielecki

30th – James Goplin; Marlene Werwas 
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1st – Roscoe Dick Powell; Matthew Martin

2nd – Judy Del Pozzo; Gary Rozak; 
Rita Sajkowicz; John Kostecki

3rd – Jennifer Pietranczyk

4th – Harold Otto; Stanley Dobrowolski; 
John Stanky

6th – Frank Gubala; Mashelle Pavey; 
Robert Mazur

7th – Ray Pasinski; Richard Kozacko; 
Sharon Goldyn; Hadley Kaminski;

Tom Zak; Ray Chojnacki

8th – Grace Mikrut; Kevin Oleniczak; 

Lorraine “Travers” Truskolaski

9th – Janice Lochner; Colleen Van Ells

10th – Mike Surratt; Jill Czerniak; 
David Nowatzki; Bini Husain

11th – Eleanor Grudi; Bill Horodecki

12th – Minnie Florio; Chester Sterczek

13th – Julia Figura, Connie Shemansky; 
Bob Raica;

14th – Stacey Morris; Carolyn Blajda

15th – Krystin Benkowski; Bryan Koslosky; 
Darlene Arneson; Patricia Kaminsky; 
Dorothy Styczynski

16th – Christopher Bogdon; Eddie Korosa, Jr.; 
Bob Zukowski; Bob Wojtowicz

17th – Edmund Burdzy; Mike Nowakowski; 
Linda Chesky-Fernandes; Alina Horodecki

18th – Larry Stec; Fran Russo; Alex Vinecki

19th – Jayne Szymczak; Stuart Popp; 
Stan Soltys

21st – Edwin Rajewski; Linda Barragliola

22nd – Raymond Skorka; Linda Kendzierski; 
Scott Davenport

23rd – Ruth Lietz; Melanie Ellis; Roger Hartwig; 
Joan Stepzinski

24th – Mary Saber; Ron Palkowski

25th – Robyn Mrozinski; Arlene Talbot; 
Jim Letnicky; Greg Griffin, Jr.;

Robert Szymczak

26th – Timothy Winiarz; Thomas Lewandowski; 
Kathy Ziereis

27th – Rick Zarek, Jane Piotrowski

28th – Pauline Adelman; Jessica Adkins

29th – Martin Olshanski; Peter Siuda; 
Bonnie Sergel; Kim Hedrich;

Gregory Stepanek

30th –  Eric Krupski

31st –  Bill Popek; Mary Freehling; 
George Dums
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After a year off due to Covid, the Illinois Polkafest celebrated its 33rd year supporting polka music 
the weekend of February 4-6, 2002.  The Polka Jammer Network had a live broadcast for three 
hours and it was hosted by IPA & Broadcast Hall of Famer Keith Stras, IPA Polka Hall of Famer 
Rick Rzeszutko, IPA President Christy Krawisz, along with IPA Media Advisor and PJN DJ Keith 

Pietranczyk.  It was a great weekend with music by the Steve Meisner Band, Klancnik & Friends, 
Ron Likovic Band, Eddie Rodick Orchestra, and the Bob Doszak Band.  Congratulations to Bob, 
Chris and the entire Doszak family on such a successful weekend.

Illinois Polkafest back at the Hyatt Regency in 
Schaumburg, Illinois in 2022

By Christy Krawisz
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Arizona sure has its reasons for visiting, but 
when I told people I was headed there for a pol-
ka dance, they thought I was crazy! “Polkas in 
Arizona? I’ve never heard of that!” Well thanks to 

David & Princess Bonczkiewicz, Donald & Gail 
Haderle, Bo & Darrel Swick, and the Phoenix 
Pulaski Club, I have every reason to go back 
once a month January through March, right? 
The IPA hosted The Beat ‘Meet and Greet’ Fri-
day night, with music from DJ Nickelcity Dave. 

The hot Phoenix sun went down, but the music 
was just getting started! The Beat played Satur-
day night and boy did they bring it! The hall was 
filled with polka music fans from Massachusetts 

to California and everywhere in between. Most 
of us northerners were sporting our sun burns 
from that thing we forget about during these 
months (the sun!) but apart from that, The Beat 

really brought the heat! With the addition of Se-
bastian Pucowski and Nick and Alex Yash, The 
Beat has gained a whole new generation of fans. 
Sunday Funday began at 2 PM back at the 
Phoenix Pulaski Club, and boy did it make that 
flight home Monday a rough one. In all serious-

ness, Phoenix had a welcoming crowd and smil-
ing faces and I cannot wait to head back soon! 
Keep an eye out for the Way Out West Polka 
Dance Fest 2022-2023 bands and dates! 
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On February 19, 2022, nine of the Illinois Inter-
national Polka Association Board Members, 

along with other IPA members, family & friends, 
attended the 15th annual Candlelight Bowl 
fundraiser held by the Knights of Columbus 
New Lenox Council #10926. My dad, Mike 
Nowakowski, is a Past-Grand Knight of this 
counsel and, along with my family, has been 

involved in this effort from its onset.  This is a 
wonderful event loaded with fun and purpose.   
In 2005, a young brother Knight in my dad’s 
counsel lost his battle with cancer and left his 
wife and 3 young children behind.  The idea for 
this Candlelight Bowl fundraiser was created by 

the brother Knights wanting to do something to 
lend financial support to this family. The “Fallen 
Knights Fund” was created to do just that. It 
would guarantee funds would be available an-
nually for clothes, books, etc. until the children 
turned 18 years old.  In 2007, the first Candle-

light Bowl was held.  Since then, the Knights 
have raised over $50,000 and have supported 
10 children so far, 3 of which entered the pro-
gram under the age of 5.  

The Candlelight Bowl begins each year with a 
catered dinner, followed by 3 games of bowling 
- 2 games of scotch doubles, and  1 crazy 
game - bowl with opposite hand, bowl between 

your legs, bowl using your feet, etc.  Oh, the 
laughs we have during the third game! There 
are also 50/50 raffles and basket raffles.

This is not the first year that International Polka 

Association Board Members and members 
have supported this amazing fundraiser. The 
attendance of the IPA Board and Members 
throughout the years has meant a lot to me, my 

dad, the Knights, and the families of the chil-
dren benefitting from the Fallen Knights Fund.  
Thank you for your support! 

By Christy Nowakowski, Illinois Director

Grab Your Balls! IPA goes Bowling

By Annie Stec, Michigan Director
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The polka world lost another polka legend on December 15, 2021, with the passing of Dan 
Gury. Born in Dearborn. MI, Dan would become an accomplished pianist and accordionist, 
as well as the leader of the popular Dyna Dukes band for over 50 years. He wrote over 40 
original songs featured on 10 recordings. He was noted for covering songs from other gen-
res with his unique embellishments and novelty lyrics. Dan’s “Polka Joe and Waltzing 
Wanda” polka, recorded at Bel-Aire Studios, became the theme song for the polka radio 
show of the same name for many years until the program’s end. After a successful tour in 
Western Pennsylvania, Dan was inspired to write the “Pennsylvania Hills” polka to show 
his appreciation for the hospitality the band experienced while on the road. That song went 
on to be performed and recorded by other top polka bands and was featured in a PBS 
Special program. He also penned “With This Ring” that was released on a Grammy-
nominated album. After his performing days ended, Dan focused his polka energies on 
hosting an Internet polka show on the Polka Jammer Network and creating PolkaVision 
videos that are still seen on YouTube. In addition to his polka endeavors, Dan had a suc-
cessful career working in the airline and casino industries. Mr. Gury, you accomplished 
much in your short 70 years.   

Our deepest sympathies to his wife Carol, children Matt, Marie, and Andy, and the rest of 
the Gury family and all of his many polka friends.  Rest in peace.

By Mike Matousek

The Polka World mourns the loss of another Legend

Dan Gury

1951-2021

The South Florida Polka Association really 
knows how to throw a party! Back in January, 
they hosted their Polka Fun in the Sun getaway 
down in Fort Lauderdale. I missed the Thursday 

jam, but I finally got down there Friday afternoon 
and boy was I greeted with hoots and hollers! 
The SoFlaPa jam band, featuring George Bor-
suk, Jimmy Weber, Danny Mateja, Billy 
Horodecki, Wally Dombrowski, and Andrew 
Krystapolski, was in full swing!  With polkas on 

the pool deck overlooking the beach, how can 
you be down! Ralph Sabatini, Mike Costa, Ken-
ny Yash, Jeff Yash, Steve Rodgers, and Laura 
Mateja were all featured as well this weekend, 
getting up on the band stand to play that music 

we all know and love! Saturday afternoon, the 
polkas continued out on the pool deck. Although 
it was the coldest weekend in Florida of 2022 so 
far, the SoFlaPa kept us warm with the drinks, 

food, and hospitality! Saturday night, the band 
played in the hotel lobby, bringing down other 
hotel guests that were amazed by our music! 
They stayed and listened for a while, and asked 
me, “how do you do that dance?” The SoFlaPa 
Jam Band ended the night with ‘Dobranoc,’ 

while everyone in the crowd sang along. It sure 
was a beautiful way to end a beautiful weekend. 
I’m definitely looking forward to another SoFlaPa 
event soon, in that (hopefully warmer) South 
Florida Sun! 

By Annie Stec, MI Director

SoMuchFun with the SoFlaPa 
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IPA 2nd Vice President Chris Bogdon saw a 
need for better communications between polka 
promoters, bands, and fans. So many times, 
promoters inadvertently schedule multiple danc-
es on the same day, which is never good for our 
industry. In addition, many dances like Church 
Festivals are not advertised to the polka public. 
To help better facilitate communications, he pio-
neered a new website, Western PA Polkas. You 
can find this website at:   

www.westernpapolkas.com

This website is entirely free for bands, promot-
ers, and anyone who wants to advertise their 
dances locally. If you have a polka dance, 
please mail chris@westernpapolkas.com with 
the information about the dance or festival. The 

only requirement is that the dances are in the 
Western PA area. As of right now, this website 
has over 46 Polka Dances scheduled in the 
Western PA Area. That is a polka dance a week 
until the end of the year.

Chris also expanded this website to include a 
local directory of DJs in the western PA area. 
Although many people listen to polkas across 
the Internet, there is still a considerable pres-
ence of terrestrial stations in Western Pennsyl-
vania. There are currently about 17 terrestrial 
polka radio shows in Western PA.

If you would like to join Chris' mailing list, please 
go to the website and click on "Sign Up For Mail-
ing List" and you will automatically be added.

New Source for Polka Dances in Western Pennsylvania
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Directors:

Stephen Kaminski (IL)
Brian Kapka (IL)

Johnny Krawisz (IL)
Lindsey Mateja (IL)

Dennis Mikolajewski (IL)
Christy Nowakowski (IL)

Anne Stec (MI)
Jill Styczynski  (WI)

Sue Szela (MA)
Mark Trzepasz (NY)

Brad Turk (FL)

Officers:

President: Christy Krawisz (IL)
1st Vice President: Lori Lewandowski (IL)
2nd Vice President: Chris Bogdon (PA)
Treasurer: Dan Mateja (IL)
Secretary: Cheryl Furmaniak (IL)
Financial Secretary: Lynn Kaminski (IL)
Media Advisor: Keith Pietranczyk (IL)
Youth Advisor: Chris Ebel (MN)
Sergeant at Arms: Randy Koslosky (PA)
Chaplain: Fr. Dennis Bogusz (PA)

IPA Newslefter

The “IPA Newslefter” is the official
publicafion of the INTERNATIONAL
POLKA ASSOCIATION, INC.®.  The “IPA 
Newslefter” welcomes submissions from 
readers and will publish them with 
considerafion to space and fime 
requirements.  Pictures are welcome but 
used only when budget and space
constraints allow.  All items become the 
property of the IPA.  If you would like a 
photograph returned, please include a 
self-addressed, stamped envelope.

Editor:
Lynn Kaminski
newslefter@ipapolkas.com 

Contact us:
Internafional Polka Associafion, Inc.®
PO Box 1484
Plainfield, IL  60544
1-800-TO-POLKA
(1-800-867-6552)
Website:  www.ipapolkas.com

The IPA logo, “INTERNATIONAL POLKA 
FESTIVAL” and “POLKA MUSIC HALL OF 
FAME” are registered in the U.S. Patent 
and Trademark office.  All three
trademarks of the Internafional Polka 
Associafion and their use, without 
wriften permission, is strictly prohibited.

Membership
Dues are $15.00 per person for all
members.  You can also purchase a
lifefime membership for only $200.00 
per person.  If you would like to join the 
IPA, please send your check or money 
order to:

Lynn Kaminski, Financial Secretary
Internafional Polka Associafion
PO Box 1484
Plainfield, IL  60544
Email:  membership@ipapolkas.com 

Renew your membership online!
Visit: www.ipapolkas.com/store

2022 IPA Officers and Directors

IPA RADIO SHOW

Don’t forget to listen to the IPA Radio Show on 

Sundays, 11:00 a.m.—12 noon Central Time on WPNA (1490 AM) 

in Chicago or via the internet at www.radiowpna.com.  

Each show features IPA officers and directors.

The IPA Radio Show is also broadcast on the 

Polka Jammer Network on 

Saturdays from 4-5 p.m. Central Time and also available in the 

Polka Jammer archives.  Be sure to tune in!  Visit 

www.polkajammernetwork.org

Please call 1-800-TO-POLKA if you are interesting in advertising 

on the IPA Radio Show.  WE NEED SPONSORS!

Would you like your newslefter emailed to you?

The IPA would like to go green!  Help us save money on prinfing costs 
and postage.

If you would like your newslefter 
emailed to you, please send an 
email to:
newslefter@ipapolkas.com.

Please put in the subject line:  
PLEASE EMAIL MY NEWSLETTER.
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Internafional Polka Associafion, Inc.®
PO Box 1484; Plainfield, IL 60544
1-800-TO-POLKA (1-800-867-6552)
Website:  www.ipapolkas.com

One Issue
Full Page .................................................................................. $75.00 per issue
Half Page ................................................................................. $55.00 per issue 
Quarter Page ........................................................................... $40.00 per Issue 
Eighth Page .............................................................................. $25.00 per issue

Three Issues 

Full Page .................................................................................. $67.00 per issue 
Half Page ................................................................................. $45.00 per issue 
Quarter Page ........................................................................... $36.00 per issue 
Eighth Page .............................................................................. $22.00 per issue 

Six Issues 

Full Page .................................................................................. $60.00 per issue 
Half Page ................................................................................. $40.00 per issue 
Quarter Page ........................................................................... $32.00 per issue 
Eighth Page .............................................................................. $20.00 per issue 

DEADLINE FOR JUNE 2022 NEWSLETTER: May 1 
Email ad files to Lynn Kaminski using: 

newslefter@ipapolkas.com

April 3rd - IPA/Let’s Polka USA Unity Dance

IMPORTANT NOTICE ABOUT MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS!!
As  reminders  for membership renewals are mailed out, it would be greatly appreciated if these could be 
returned as soon as  possible.  Not only are these fees used to allocate prinfing and mailing expenses, but 
for various other causes.  So please return your renewals in a fimely mafter.

Advertise in the IPA Newsletter


