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A Letter From The President...

Hello Polka Fans,

| would like to thank everyone who came to Buffalo on Labor Day Weekend for the IPA Festival & Convention. What a great
time we had. Thank you to all of the IPA officers, directors, and volunteers who helped make it a great success; we had a total
of nearly 1,400 in attendance over the three-day weekend. Thank you to all of you polka fans who attended and helped add to
the fun excitement. This year we featured the youth movement: Polka Method, Randy Koslosky and Kosmix, and the Pro-Am
Jam featured over 40 young polka musicians under the age of 21 and did a fantastic job. Please support the young polka
musicians and fans who are bringing new life to the polka field.

Thank you to all of the bands and Hall of Famers who entertained us in the ballroom and at the courtyard. We appreciate your
time and talent.

Congratulations to the Hall of Fame Class of 2017, and the 2016 Music Award Winners.

Special thanks to Bonnie Ryniec for a great job as banquet chairperson, and her helpers, Carol “T” and Sally. Thanks to Ron
Urbanczyk who was the DJ for the event. It was a beautiful event.

| hope everyone can attend next year’'s festival in Buffalo, where we will be celebrating the 50t anniversary of the
International Polka Association. The anniversary committee is working on some special surprises for next year’s event.

Make plans now to attend our January is National Polka Month Weekend. On Saturday January 13, 2018, our Warm Up
Dance will be at Polonia Banquets, featuring Lenny Gomulka and Chicago Push. Sunday January 14, 2018 our annual Chicago
Festival of Polka Bands at Glendora Banquets. | hope you can join us for some hot polka music to warm you up in the middle
of winter.
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i Please keep our friends in Texas and
Florida in your prayers as they recover
rom the recent hurricanes.

Thank You and God Bless.

= Rick Rzeszutko
i President

IPA Award Winners 2016 o=
;\t Fmte Band ‘ '-" .

Favnrn_i;Maﬁ Voealist Lenny Gomulka ¢ Ehicago Push
Lenny Gomulka

Favorite International Style Song
-TIE -

Favorite Polish »

Polka Album . Polka Album
“Where The Boys Are” . - “Squeezehox By Request”
The Boys Favorite Polish Squeezehox

Style Song

2 f . “Mary Jane” /
Favorite Female Vogalist Iheyﬁnys 4 P “Chureh Picnic Polka”

Mollie Busta Lange Squeezehox Dujka Brothers
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The “IPA Newsletter” is the official
publication of the INTERNATIONAL
POLKA ASSOCIATION, INC.®. The “IPA
Newsletter” welcomes submissions from
readers and will publish them with
consideration to space and time
requirements. Pictures are welcome but
used only when budget and space
constraints allow. All items become the
property of the IPA. If you would like a
photograph returned, please include a
self-addressed, stamped envelope.

Editor:
Debbie Dunaj - dunajda07@yahoo.com

Contact us:

International Polka Association, Inc.®
PO Box 1484

Plainfield, IL 60585
1-800-TO-POLKA

(1-800-867-6552)

Website: www.ipapolkas.com

The IPA logo, “INTERNATIONAL POLKA
FESTIVAL” and “POLKA MUSIC HALL OF
FAME” are registered in the U.S. Patent
and Trademark office. All  three
trademarks of the International Polka
Association and their use, without
written permission, is strictly prohibited.

Membership

Dues are $15.00 per person for all
members. You can also purchase a
lifetime membership for only $200.00
per person. If you would like to join the
IPA, please send your check or money
order to:

John Krawisz, Financial Secretary
International Polka Association
PO Box 1484

Plainfield, IL 60585

Phone: 630-204-1793

Email: christy-ipa@sbcglobal.net

Renew your membership online!
Visit: www.ipapolkas.com/store

2017-2018 IPA Officers

and Directors

Officers:

President: Rick Rzeszutko (IL)
1st Vice President: Christy Krawisz (IL)
2nd Vice President: Fred Kendzierski (NJ)
Treasurer: Dan Mateja (IL)
Financial Secretary: John Krawisz (IL)
Secretary: Keith Pietranczyk (IL)
Sergeant-At-Arms:  Peter Danielczuk (CT)
Media Advisor: Jerry Wantroba (IL)

Directors:

Patrick Henry Cukierka (IL)
Debbie Dunaj (WI)
Ed Guca (Canada)

Lori Lewandowski (IL)
Laura Mateja (IL)
Mike Matousek (MD)
Dennis Mikolajewski (IL)
Jake Mikrut (IL)
Bonnie Ryniec (IL)
Ed Szela (MA)

Lori Urbanczyk (NY)
John Zelasko (Ml)

Would you like your newsletter emailed
to you?

The IPA would like to go green! Help us
save money on printing costs and
postage.

If you would like your newsletter emailed
to you, please send an email to
christy-ipa@sbcglobal.net.

Please put in the subject line:
EMAIL MY NEWSLETTER.

PLEASE

IPA RADIO SHOW

Don'’t forget to listen to the IPA Radio Show on Sundays, 11:00 a.m.—12
noon Central Time on WPNA (1490 AM) in Chicago or via the internet at

www.radiowpna.com.

Each show features IPA officers and directors including Rick Rzeszutko,
Laura Mateja, Christy Krawisz, John Krawisz, Bonnie Ryniec, Dennis Miko-
lajewski, Keith Pietranczyk, Jerry Wantroba, and Dan Mateja.

The IPA Radio Show is also broadcast on the

Polka Jammer Network on

Saturdays from 4-5 p.m. Central Time and also available in the Polka
Jammer archives. Be sure to tune in! Visit www.polkajammernetwork.org

Please call 1-800-TO-POLKA if you are interesting in advertising on the

IPA Radio Show. WE NEED SPONSORS!
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IPA Hall of Fame and Awards Banquet Recap

The 48t Annual Polka Music Hall of Fame Installation Banquet and Polka Music
Awards presentations took place on Saturday, September 2, 2017. Congratulations
to all of the Polka Music Award recipients and to all of the Polka Music Hall of Fame
Inductees. It's a pleasure to hear the pride and gratitude in the acceptance speech-
es of the Award winners. It's especially interesting to hear the commentators tell
the stories of the Hall of Fame Inductees, always with an anecdote or two that you
might not have known about that person. Needless to say, smiles and laughter as
well as tears abound. This year the IPA had the two youngest acceptors for an IPA
Polka Music Hall of Fame Inductee, Marge Machay: her 10-year-old twin grandsons

John & Zack Mikrut graciously and eloquently accepted the Hall of Fame plaque. | . HALLOfFAME
They gave heartfelt acceptance speeches on her behalf and recited Marge’s fare- s INDUCTEES
well message “The Train of Life” that was read at her funeral was read in her :

memory at the Awards Banquet. There wasn’t a dry eye in the house. &

On a personal note | would like to thank the entire IPA Board of Directors for their 2 AWAR
help with this year's Awards Banquet. Everyone in their own capacity lent a hand by - LALBLA
way of support, patience and understanding. I'd like to thank the IPA President Rick E L

Rzeszutko for his advice, contributions, and for holding my hand during the past
month. Thanks to 1st VP Christy Krawisz for being up early that Saturday morning ¥~ esr a=o ==
and helping me by way of her wonderful organizational skills and utilizing her great 2
flag assembly abilities ;). I'd like to thank Fred Bulinski, DJ Ron Urbanczyk, and P
Diane Pojedynski for their individual help and guidance. Many thanks to DennisP g‘_ﬁ_‘;
Mikolajewski for his technical assistance and word processing skills. Thank you to ;
Debbie Dunaj and Lori Urbanczyk, my flower-pinning ladies. In particular I'd like to ‘repoliascom /
express my gratitude to Carol Trzebiatowski, VP of the USPA; and mom Sally

Rzeszutko, two ladies that were of invaluable help to me throughout the entireg

process; before, during and after the IPA Awards Banquet.

ipapolk

lag

We hope you can join us for our 50t anniversary next year. @ .

.Bonnie Ryniec - IPA Director, IL

2018 IPA Festival & Convention - We Need Your Help!

In preparation for our 50th anniversary in 2018, we are looking for photos from IPA events throughout the years. Please help
us by submitting your photos of your experiences at IPA events. Any help you can give us would be greatly appreciated.

You can scan and email them to: christy-ipa@sbcglobal.net or mail a copy that will not be returned to: [IPA 50th Anniversary
Photos; PO Box 1484; Plainfield, IL 60585.

IPA Festival - Raffle Winners

Congratulations to our raffle winners. The drawing was held
Sunday, September 3 at the IPA Festival and Convention.
Thank you to everyone who purchased raffle tickets to sup-

port the IPA. 2018 IPA Festival - Hotel Info

First Prize - $300: Jan Collins; Summit, IL We will once again be returning to the Millennium Hotel in
Buffalo, New York to celebrate the 50th annual IPA Festival

Second Prize - $150: Walter Berkowicz and Convention. Rooms are filling up fast; the courtyard
Palos Park, IL rooms are already sold out. Tower rooms are $119/night

plus tax. We hope you can make plans to join us Labor Day

Third Prize - $100: Marie Kole: Oak Forest, IL weekend: August 31 - September 2, 2018. Millennium Hotel

Buffalo: 716-681-2400.

Fourth Prize - $50: David BezdzieckKi
Sterling Heights, Ml
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IPA Festival Recap by Helga Leonard

Wow, what an awesome weekend we just had at the 49t Annual IPA Festival and Convention. As always, the event was a huge
hit with everyone that | talked to and from watching the crowd, everyone seemed to be having a great time.

| got to the Millennium Hotel in Buffalo, NY on Friday afternoon just in time for the last set of the kickoff party with Polka
Method. What a great group of young musicians they are. It is so great to see a new crop of musicians coming into the mix
and they are all very talented. Watch out some of you established bands - competition is on its way. Later in the evening
was John Gora & Gorale and FreezeDried who always put on a great show. | met up with some old friends from Arizona -Pat
Jayo whom | haven’t seen (except on Facebook) for about 25 years and Dave and Princess Bonczkiewicz who have The Pulaski
Club in Phoenix, AZ that’s not to be missed if you are in the area. Check out Dave’s Facebook page for some awesome T-Shirts
supporting our military. | also spent some fun time with Judy & Al Alijewicz and their friends from New Jersey who introduced
me to a Rumchata Fireball.

Saturday morning | attended the IPA Awards Banquet to enjoy the induction into the
IPA Polka Hall of Fame of some dear friends - Fred Ziwich and Andy Fenus(Living
Category) and Marge Machay (Deceased Category) along with Elmer
| Scheid (Deceased Category) & Edward Kutas Sr. (Pioneer Category). Also receiving
awards were Lenny Gomulka & Chicago Push for “Favorite Male Vocalist” &
“Favorite Instrumental Group”, The Boys for “Favorite Polish Polka Album” &
" “Favorite Polish Style Song”, Mollie Busta Lange for “Favorite Female Vocal-
ist”, Squeezebox for “Favorite International Style Album” & “Favorite International
Style Song”, The Dujka Brothers also for “Favorite International Style Song”, & Joey
Sokol for the “Leon Kozicki Award”. Congratulations to all the recipients - all well
deserved!!!

While the banquet was going on, the pool got lively with Stephanie and her Honky Band. During the afternoon Randy & | decid-
ed to sneak off and head to Niagara Falls on the US side. What an amazing wondrous site it always is.

Later we came back to hear the always awesome sounds of The Project, The IPA
Tribute Band and Lenny Gomulka & Chicago Push. This evening | got to do a little
visiting with Delphine & Paul Kuhar, Judy & Kevin Kwiatkowski, and our favorite
foodie Mike Gryczko. By the end of our visit Paul & | had solved all the world prob-
lems starting with putting more POLKA into the world. | also got to spend a little
time with our returning MOT (missing on trumpet) - Jeff Mleczko. Jeff is doing
amazing and even ran the board for FreezeDried on Friday night. It was also great
seeing Sandy & Matt Lewandowski. Sandy looks great for all she’s been thru this
year. Then off for some midnight snacks with Dave & Stacey Morris, Frankie Liszka,
Nick DiSebastiano, Vicki & Randi Zebrowski, & Ann Marie Matousek while Mike hid
beneath blankets ignoring us pretending to sleep.

Sunday brought some spiritual comfort at the Polka Mass with music by Kosmix,
another youth polka band inspired by Randy Koslosky and his kids. Then
the Annual IPA Convention Meeting filled some vacant positions. Congratulations to
those who joined, giving of their time so selflessly.

8l The afternoon brought us tunes by the pool with the Pro-Am Jam where youth mixed
it up with all the great veteran musicians. What other music genre’ do you get to

play with your favorite band member/idol? Grabbed some brunch at Polish Villa Il -
\ always have to stop in there. Saw owner Ed Kutas & his uncle Larry Kutas Jr. at the
dance later on. Later in the afternoon we enjoyed the sounds of The Music
Company and The Boys and in the evening it was PCM & The Knewz. We were all
helping Jimmy Weber (now playing with The Knewz) celebrate his birthday and Kim
Weber had made up some “Jimmy-faces-on-a-stick” for the crowd - what fun. Great seeing you Kimmer - all too short.

All too soon the weekend was over and everyone was saying goodbye. | know | speak for all of us there in saying a great
big “THANKS” to all of the IPA members who make this whole weekend possible for all of us!!! Don’t forget - IPA will be cele-
brating its 50th anniversary in 2018 so go ahead and book your rooms now to be there.

Til next year - Polka On and Make it Strong!

Page 4



September - October, 2017 Official Publication of the International Polka Association, Inc. ®

Leon Kozicki Award Winner - Joe Sokol
Joe Sokol is the 2017 recipient of the Leon Kozicki Trustee’s POLK.\ H-\LL Oi l‘AML

Award. This award is presented to a “side-man” who has made
significant contributions to a polka band.

Joe Sokol performed with the Happy Louie band for 25 years,
playing saxophone and clarinet. From 1971 to 1995, Joe provided
the musical stylings that helped make the sound of the Happy
Louie Orchestra unique and captivating to polka fans throughout
the nation.

Before entering the Boston Conservatory of Music in 1971, Joe
toured Europe with the Concordia Wind Ensemble. Upon his return
to the United States, he joined Happy Louie and Julcia to become
an integral and important member of this musical family.

Joe graduated from the Boston Conservatory of Music while
playing polka music with Happy Louie, Today, Joe Sokol continues
his musical career as a teacher.

The Board of Trustees commends Joe for his contributions to the polka world and deem this award fitting recognition for his
contributions.

IPA Co-Founder, Leon Kozicki Passes

 Leon J. Kozicki was born on July 4, 1930 in Chicago. He attended grammar school at St. Peter and
Paul’s at which time he first became exposed to music when his father presented him with a button ac-
cordion one Christmas. As a youngster he became ill with pneumonia and upon recovery the doctor
recommended a wind instrument to help develop and strengthen his lungs. He tried the trumpet but
settled with the clarinet on which he became very proficient. While in grammar school he formed his
first band, the Rhythm Kids. While at Holy Trinity High School he formed another band. His group
played showers, weddings, dances and numerous charitable engagements. During World War Il, he
played for bond rallies, flag dedication events and at veteran hospitals. He also played many of the
night spots on Polish Broadway (Division Street) with his associate Joe Koldon. Leon with all his activi-

ties, found time to marry Virginia Klockowska, on May 31, 1952. Shortly after their marriage, he en-
Bl tered the U.S. Army where he served in a Special Services Band overseas for 18 months. The band had
occasions to tour many of the Asian countries. During these visits, the band known as the
“Sophisticats” played for King of Siam, King Bhumidal (now known to us as Thailand). After his discharge from the service he
attended DePaul and Loyola University. While in the pursuit of his Bachelor of Arts Degree in Sociology, he formed a group
known as Lee’s Dynatones. This group appeared on many radio and television programs. In 1957 he produced his own radio
program on WOPA.

He was instrumental in the formation of the first polka publication in the country, “Polka Guide”, and served as its editor. His
untiring efforts in traveling and contacting various deejays, promoters and band leaders throughout the country for a common
cause bears witness to his enormous devotion to the Polka field. He was one of the first to nationalize polka music.

In 1968 Leon’s dream was fulfilled when he and a few of his friends formed the nucleus of the International Polka Associa-
tion. He served as its first president. In conjunction with the organization of IPA, Leon thought it should be fitting that polka
personalities be justly recognized and rewarded for their contributions in the field. Simultaneously the Polka Music Hall of
Fame was established.

Having a full time job as Director of Intake of the Cook County Juvenile Center and doing research work in the field of Polka
music, one would think Leon at this time would sit back and relax for a while. No, not Leon - he will not rest until the Polka
Music and Polka Hall of Fame recipients are properly enshrined in the IPA’s own Polka Music Hall of Fame. Leon was inducted
into the IPA Polka Music Hall of Fame in 1977.

Leon passed away on July 19, 2017 at the age of 87. May he rest in peace.
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2017-2018 International Polka Association Executive Board

L to R: Ed Guca, Lori Urbanczyk, John Krawisz, Debbie Dunaj, Mike Matousek, Keith Pietranczyk, Ed Szela, Peter Danielczuk,
Christy Krawisz, Fred Kendzierski, Lori Lewandowski, Dennis Mikolajewski, Patrick Henry Cukierka, Laura Mateja,
John Zelasko, Dan Mateja, Jake Mikrut, Bonnie Ryniec, Rick Rzeszutko.

Directors:
Patrick Henry Cukierka (IL)*
Debbie Dunaj (WI)*

Jake Mikrut (IL)
Bonnie Ryniec (IL)
Ed Szela (MA)

President:
1st Vice President:
2nd Vice President:

Rick Rzeszutko (IL)*
Christy Krawisz (IL)*
Fred Kendzierski (NJ)

Treasurer: Dan Mateja (IL) Ed Guca (Canada)* Lori Urbanczyk (NY)*
Financial Secretary: John Krawisz (IL) Lori Lewandowski (IL) John Zelasko (Ml)
Secretary: Keith Pietranczyk (IL)* Laura Mateja (IL)*

Sergeant-at-Arms: * - re-elected

Media Advisor:

Peter Danielczuk (CT)*
Jerry Wantroba (IL)

Mike Matousek (MD)
Dennis Mikolajewski (IL)*

International Polka Association Lifetime Members

Kevin Adams; Richfield, OH
Barbara Ann Adams; Richfield, OH
Richard Berkowicz; Justice, IL

Tish Blazonczyk; Bridgeview, IL

Fr. Dennis Bogusz; Greensburg, PA
Chicago Public Library; Chicago, IL
Mike Cielecki; Eden Prairie, MN
Kim Cielecki; Eden Prairie, MN
Sue Conway; Park Ridge, IL

James DeGiosafatto; Manville, NJ
Michael Depaoli; Reno, NV

Greg Drust; Milwaukee, WI

Joseph Heier; Auburn, WA

Pete Jend; Denver, CO

Ray Kanoza; Mississauga, ONT, Canada
Fred Kendzierski; Bridgewater, NJ
Linda Kendzierski; Bridgewater, NJ
Randy Koslosky; Pittsburgh, PA
Gary Kuchenbecker; Tigerton, WI
Ed Kutas; Cheektowaga, NY
Rosanna Kutas; Cheektowaga, NY
Ted Lange; Ridgeville Corners, OH

Helga Leonard; Saxonburg, PA
Thomas Lewandowski; Dyer, IN
Library of Congress; Washington, DC
Janice Lochner; Linthicum, MD
Craig Marsolek; Sycamore, IL

John Matyjas; New York Mills, NY
Albert Meilutis; Rochester, NY
Ronald Nitka; Stevens Point, WI
Edward Ostry; Cleveland, OH
Mashelle Pavey; Naperville, IL
Frank Piotrowski; Muskegon, Ml
Steve Rodgers; Sobieski, WI

Judy Rosinski; New York Mills, NY
Mike Rozegnal; Grand Rapids, Ml
Elizabeth Rozek; Cheektowaga, NY
Antoinette Rozek; Cheektowaga, NY
Tony Rozek, Jr.; Cheektowaga, NY
James Sajkowicz, Jr.; Uncasville, CT
Chet Schafer; Chicago, IL

Edward Skalka; Alsip, IL

Steven Sopko; Dilworth, MN
Edward Stachura; Vero Beach, FL
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Chase Stanczewski; East Aurora, NY
Logan Stanczewski; East Aurora, NY
Frank Stanger; Doylestown, OH
Chuck Stastny; Clive, IA

Larry Stec; Wyandotte, Ml

Kelly Stec; Wyandotte, Ml

Chester Sterczek; Tinley Park, IL
David Straup-Slick; Glenwood, MD
Jimmy Sturr; Florida, NY

Eugene Swick; San Diego, CA

Sue Szela; West Springfield, MA
Eugene Thoms; Apple Valley, MN
Ron Urbanczyk; West Seneca, NY
Linda Walczynski-Louie; Andover, MN
Kevin Weinstock; Barron, WI

Steve Wejrowski; Bay City, Ml

Fritz Willfahrt; Wisconsin Rapids, WI
Ken Yagelski; Virginia Beach, VA
Joe Zalewski; Toledo, OH

Richard Zebrowski; Monongahela, PA
Fred Ziwich; North Olmsted, OH

Bob Zukowski; Spencer, MA
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IPA Membership - Let's Reach 1,000!
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We are inching ever closer to that 1,000 member Arizona 3 New Jersey 22
mark! Where are our members from? We currently —
have 928 members representing 34 states and 4 California 8 New York 108
cogntries. While the vast majority res?de in the Colorado 4 North Carolina 2
United States, we also have 19 members in Canada,
1 in Poland, and even 1 in Netherlands! Is your Connecticut 26 North Dakota 1
. o ) . o
state in our top 10? Convince a friend or two tc?J0|n Delaware 6 Ohio 55
today. Need to renew your membership? It's as
easy as visiting our store at ipapolkas.com. District of Columbia 1 Oklahoma 1
Florida 19 Pennsylvania 66
lllinois 252 Rhode Island 4
1) HNOIS ceveeeeeeeeee e 252
2)  NeW YOrK occoeerveereceeeeceee e 108 Indiana 32 South Carolina 3
3) M!chlgar_w .......................................... 74 lowa 3 Tennessee 4
4)  WISCONSIN .cceiieeceeee e e e 69
5)  Pennsylvania.....ccccoeceeeeieiecccnenneenn. 66 Kansas 1 Texas 30
6) Massachusetts .....cccccceevvvecccenneenn. 60
7) 0RO oo 55 Maryland 12 Vermont -
8)  INdIaNa oo 32 Massachusetts 60 Virginia 2
1) R = ¢ 1 SRR 30 — _
10)  CONNECHCUL . eeeeeecreeeecereeeeeeeeeeean 26 Michigan 4 Washington 1
Minnesota 25 West Virginia 1
We’d also like to thank our 66 lifetime members, Missouri 4 Wisconsin 69
mentioned on the prewous page, for thel'r long-term Nebraska 1 Canada 19
support and commitment to the International Polka
Association. We couldn’t do what we do without ALL Nevada 4 Netherlands 1
!
of youl! New Hampshire 2 Poland 1
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IPA Festival & Convention Photos

We cannot thank our official photographer, Les Kapuscinski, nearly enough for all of the hard work he has done for the IPA and
the festival and convention. These are just very few of the many, many pictures Les had taken throughout the course of the
festival weekend. For more pictures, check out ipapolkas.com and facebook.com/ipapolkas. You just might find yourself in a

picture or two!
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“olka tarty

at Englewood Elks Lodge
401 N. Indiana Avenue, Englewood, FL.
Elks Lodge #: 941-474-1404

Saturday, February 10, 2018
5:00 pm to 9:00 p.m.
E.F.O. - Eddie Forman Orchestra
$16.00 per ticket advanced - $ 18.00 at door

Cash or Money Order
ﬁ Doors and Kitchen Open at 4:30 p.m. - Food Available

In Memoriam Thank You!
We extend deepest sympathies to the friends and Thank you to the following individuals for their
family of the following IPA members who have re- donations to the International Polka Association:

cently passed away. May they rest in peace.
Ron Zywiciel; EIgin, llinois

Ed Zebrak; Millersville, Ohio Stanley Martin, Sr; Athens, Michigan
Leon Kozicki; Chicago, Illinois Ted Jedrzejewicz; Hamilton, Ontario, Canada
Robert Jankowski; Neenah, Wisconsin Mike “Seymour” Rozegnal; Grand Rapids, Michigan

I fNusSIc |
e e G
T- X4 /fmnkcnmulh,\“ j@‘é‘/,

In Recognition - Mark Janson

Mark Janson was presented a Certificate of
Appreciation in recognition of his efforts to promote
polka music by producing the Summer Music Fest in
Frankenmuth, Michigan for the past 30 years.
Congratulations on celebrating 30 years, and thank
you for everything you do for polka music.

Presenting the award to Mark, IPA Favorite Female
Vocalist, Mollie B and IPA Lifetime Member, Ted
Lange.

Photo credit: Betty Lange
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IPA Radio Shows

Don’t forget! The IPA broadcasts two weekly polka shows,
and both are available to listen to online. Below is the
tentative schedule of IPA directors and officers hosting the
shows. (DJs/lJs and broadcast times are subject to

change.)

Polka Jammer lJs

Saturdays 4:00-5:00 PM, Central Time
www.polkajammernetwork.org

September 9: Keith Pietranczyk
September 16: John & Christy Krawisz
September 23: Dan & Laura Mateja and
Dennis Mikolajewski
September 30:  Bonnie Ryniec and Rick Rzeszutko
October 7: Peter Danielczuk
October 14: Ed Guca
October 21: Fred Kendzierski
October 28: Peter Danielczuk
November 4: Ed Guca
WPNA Radio Shows DJ's

Sundays, 11:00-12 noon Central Time
1490 AM Chicago or online at

September 10:
September 17:

www.radiowpna.com

Keith Pietranczyk
John & Christy Krawisz

September 24: Dan & Laura Mateja and
Dennis Mikolajewski
October 1: Bonnie Ryniec and Rick Rzeszutko
October 8: Peter Danielczuk
October 15: Keith Pietranczyk
October 22: John & Christy Krawisz
October 29: Dan & Laura Mateja and
Dennis Mikolajewski
November 5: Bonnie Ryniec and Rick Rzeszutko

Please Remember Us In Your

Will Or Trust

To assure the future of the IPA and polka music,
your assistance is needed. When you write or
review your Will or Trust, please consider
leaving a charitable request. Ask your attorney to
include the International Polka Association.

Did You Know?

Did you know the |International Polka
Association is a 501(c)(3) non-profit
organization as recognized by the IRS? All dona-
tions to the IPA are tax-deductible.
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Welcome New Members!

Zach Piatkowski (NY)
Emma Bogdon (PA)
Mary Lou Brock (Ml)
Joe Sokol (NH)
Michael Retka (MN)

Amanda Cowe (IL)

Gina Howes (IL)
Gennie Okrzesik (IL)
Ted Okrzesik, Sr. (IL)
Goran Lukic (CA)

Katie Warco (PA)
Danny Fabeck (MN)
James Lewandowski (IL)
Andy Fenus (PA)
Steven Fenus (PA)
Joseph Mikolaj Rej (NY)
Peter Wojcik (NY)

LIFETIME MEMBERS:

Logan Stanczewski (NY)
Chase Stanczewski (NY)
Richard Zebrowski (PA)

Elizabeth Rozek (NY)

Sue Krysa (NY) Antoinette Rozek (NY)
Arlene Krzeminski (NY) | inda Walczynski-Louie
Patricia Mazur (NY) (MN)

Sharon Goldyn (NY) Ed Kutas (NY)

Jenna Zelasko (MI) Mike Rozegnal (MI)
Olivia Piatkowski (NY) John Matyjas (NY)

Members are very important to the International
Polka Association! If your membership is up for
renewal, please send your renewal and dues as
soon as possible. Membership dues are
$15.00 per year or $200.00 for a lifetime mem-
bership. Renew online at www.ipapolkas.com.

We currently have 928 members. Help us
reach our goal of 1,000; encourage a friend or
two to join!

Thank You!

The officers and directors would like to extend a
heartfelt THANK YOU to everyone who gave their time
to help us at our 49th annual festival and conven-
tion. The weekend was a success because of great
volunteers who offer to lend a helping hand. From
the door sales, security, raffles, banquet, Mass,
elections, to the Pro-Am Jam, we could not have done
this without your help!

Special thanks to Mike “Seymour” Rozegnal for his
donation towards the pizza party for the kids follow-
ing the Pro-Am Jam.

To the writers, promoters, IJs, DJs, and especially our
members, thank you for your continued support!
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IPA Hall of Fame;
<7 _ Benefit Dance 2018 -~ -

POHISSITEN Polish American Citizens Center o 355 East Street, Ludlow, MA 01056

da”!”l A&‘}‘””’f Polish Kitchen Available
[SAT -

e (B

|

Zpm-11pm
AnmssmN $ 15J

prpr ey

20

bl

%e GHavrdastio musio af Celebrating

< THE TONES } ctde Fomar

0 . ///
MARCH OF THE 70S - OUT OF CHICAGO \//

L1th EFO

i ADMISSION $20 é

T

(For Tickets Call Linda "K" « 908-963-0890 ) Deerereis P
Send Self-Addressed Stamped Envelope and ’
g Check Made Payable to Linda Kendzierskito: & WA, M
Linda Kendzierski ; =3
23850 Via ltalia Circle, Apt. #1104 =* (3 Rooms Available ,ﬂ
- B
For Tables of 8 or More Call: CHSIS S RA ﬂ.
\_ Carol Blajda 413-549-6997 y; 321 Center Street, Ludlow, MA

Bonita Springs, Florida 34134
$125 pernight Code: IPA2018
ADVANCE TICKETS ONLY « NO TICKETS HELD AT DOOR
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eptember October
1: John Prytko, Jr.; Rosanna Kutas 1: Frank Gentille, Jr; Eleanore Lewandowski;
2: Allen Bassel; Mike Evan; Lorraine Ciesla; John Heger
John Mikrut; Richard Liput, Jr.; Jimmy Weber 2: Jim Kilian; Annette Mikrut
3: David Strok; 3: Mike Rozegnal
4: Ken Pienta; Gerald Ladosky 4: Karen Hudy; Kayla Rosinski; Jean Pala;
5: John Krawisz; Emigene Lahucik Ray (Melvin) Rzeszutko
6: Susan Jurevis; Jim Brado; Rich Zebrowski 5: Dr. Robert Dutka; Bruno Mikos;
7: Jeanne Henderson John Gembka
8: Daniel Nawrot; Brad Turk; Hilda Ellis; 6: Gary Brueggen; Michael Krupa; Richard Kula;
William Antonowicz; Gerald Hanyzewski Bob Borowski
9: John Mikos; Jennifer Pijanowski 7: Lindsey Mateja; Dave Raccis
10: Jeffrey Guyette; Johnny Waichulis 8: Brian Lesiewicz
11: Lori Urbanczyk; Gilbert Skudlarczyk 9: Craig Ebel; Dave Morris; Keith Stras;
Sharon Creman; Mary Jean Sweeney; Barb Benkowski; Lynn Chwojdak; Andy Fenus
Elizabeth Putz 10: Trudy Patek
12: Richard Berkowicz; Rich “Sudzy” Cerajewski; 11: Marie Jagiella; Joseph Morgiewicz
Julie Gebhardt; Ronald Gregg 12: Therese Bruzdzinski
13: Ania Piwowarczyk; David Bonczkiewicz; 13: Jake Mikrut; Mike Charney
Eileen Daniloff; Cary Haraburda; Jeff Heinz 14: Gene Swick; Dwayne Morawa
14: Butchie Jasiewicz ; Eugene Thoms; 15: Mike Ziemski
Robert Cynor, Jr.; Jim Miller 16: Dawn Mikrut Bartolini; Andrew Makarewicz
15: Rob Piatkowski; Deb DePont; Joe Bosch; 17: Christy Krawisz; Dennis Trina; Alice Szczur
Gerrie Barsukiewicz; Joyce Bohuslav; Pat Jayo 19: Tish Blazonczyk; Ed Tylka; Floyd Grocholski;
16: Dave Gajda; Lenny Gomulka; Natale Lucas, Il Carolyn Machelski
Mary Ann Jarusinski 20: John Punola
17: John Borkowski; Geri Fornek 21: Alan Pala
18: Kenneth Larson; Dan Mateja; Stanley Mikrut; 22: Bernice Baniewicz; Arthur Larson
Corinne Turk 23: Patricia Walker; Arnold Checkalski;
19: Paul Pietrucha Linda Libera; Chris Hedrich; Mona Kaminski
20: Judy Rosinski 24: Peggy Kidwiler; Joe Brozowski
21: Val Szymanski; Greg SkibiskKi 25: Denise Skorik; Henry Lewandowski;
22: John Paczkowski, Jr., Shirley Sains; Peter Hrycyk Randy Koslosky
23: Ted Kiewicz; Andrew Kuczmarski 26: Brent Iskra
24: Eddie Sienkowski; Donna Cotrupe; 27: Linda Lee Brown
William Michael Machacek; Jo Ann Kielur 28: Victor Merinsky; Dale Cribbins; Mike Pucowski
25: Kevin Kwiatkowski; Joseph Ryndak 29: David Walter; Paul Raczkowski
26: Ed Haynack; Dan Czerniak; Bob Wolinski 30: Zach Piatkowski
27: Mike Nowakowski 31: Kaila Blaskowski
28: Lori Young; Bernadine Jura
29: Bev Kizior; Dolores Lybik; Gary Hvdik; If you wish to have your birthday listed, please
_ Willie Bohuslav send an email to: christy-ipa@sbcglobal.net or
30: Walter Dragon send it to: John Krawisz, IPA Birthdays,
PO Box 1484 — Plainfield, IL 60585
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Polkamotion Returns to Rehoboth Beach in 2018!

Polkamotion by the Ocean®, the fantastic four-day polka festival held at the beautiful ocean-front town of Rehoboth Beach,
DE, returns to the newly-renovated Convention Center from September 12 - 15, 2018!

Marking its 13th year in Rehoboth Beach and 38th year overall, the festival features some of the nation’s top polka bands. The
lineup includes host band, The Boys (MD), featuring Polka Hall of Famers Frankie Liszka and Mike Matousek, the Polka
Country Musicians (CT), featuring Polka Hall of Famer Wally Dombrowski, The Knewz (NY), featuring multiple USPA Favorite
Male Vocalist award-winner, Andy Bojczuk, Polka Hall of Famer Jimmy Weber and The Sounds (NJ) making their only reunion
appearance of the year, The Beat (NJ), featuring the signature songs of Mike Costa, the Eddie Forman Orchestra (MA),
featuring Polka Hall of Famer Eddie Forman celebrating his 50t anniversary in the polka business, The Nu-Tones (PA), featur-
ing nine-time USPA Favorite Female Vocalist award-winner Stacey Morris, Old School (OH), featuring top polka musicians and
their incomparable honky-style sound, and Crab Town Sound (MD), featuring guest Polka Hall of Famers Fred Bulinski and

Freddy K, and other polka stars.

Throughout the festival in the hall, authentic homemade Polish food (pierogi, golabki, kielbasa, etc.) will be available for sale,
along with reasonably-priced beverages served at the full bar. Other activities include the annual Polkamotion Open, a fun-
filled “best ball” golf tournament for players of all skill levels (newbies are welcome) that takes place on Wednesday at a
nearby course. More details will be available soon. That night, the music kicks off in the hall with the $5 Polkamotion
Welcome Party from 7 pm - 11 pm. For the first time, live polka music will be featured at the Band Stand at the end of Reho-
both Avenue (near the boardwalk and beach) on Friday from 11 am - 2 pm. Stop by to enjoy the sounds of many of the polka
stars who will be featured in the hall. On Thursday night, the doors open in the hall at 5 pm with music and dancing from 6 pm
until midnight. Admission is only $16. Doors open at 4 pm on Friday and Saturday, with music from 5 pm - 12:30 am each
night. Admission is only $18. As always, kids under 16 are free! Save with the three-day ticket package for $50. Advance
tickets are recommended. For more details, band schedules, ticket information, lodging packages, and more, visit
www.polkamotion.com or contact Mike Matousek at (410) 729-9697 or mike@polkamotion.com. If you've got the notion, to
polka by the ocean, pack your lotion, and come on down to Polkamotion!

Let’s Party -- 105 Years in Music!! : ‘ Pulaskl Club of Arizana
1 2017 Activities Schedule 7%/ %
th : " : Y 7 T
2017 marks the 35" year in the music business for B g} 4331 £. McDowell Rd, Phoenix, Az, 85008 Wi
Gary Brueggen “Wisconsin’s Concertina Kid” and (602) 275-9329
70 years for his dad Willard!! Sun. Sept. 10", ip Drive / Veterans iation Dance

(FREE to Members and Veterans, 1* Responders, Gov. Employees)
Membership Meeting 12:30, Nickelcity Express 2 to 5 pm

WHEN -- Sunday October 8, 2017
WHERE -- Amerahn Ballroom
Sun. Oct. 8", Pulaski Day Dinner / Dance

9480 US Highway 45, Kewaskum WI Dinner 1 to 3 pm, Dance w/ Nickelcity Express 3 to 6 pm

12-6 PM MEMBERS $15.00, NON-MEMBERS $20.00, KIDS 7-14- ¥: price, Under 7 “FREE™ /
RESERVATIONS REQUESTED 602-909-4965, 602-275-9329
$12.00 admission
. SAT. Oct. 21",, (non-Polka Event) Skorpion Band 7pm — 2am
Music by: INFO: Mary Kiselus (602) 526-7321

Sat. Oct. 28", COUNTRY WESTERN JAMBOREE Spm — midnight
(Fund raiser for vietims of domestic violence, proceeds to cameo foundation)
Happy hour Spm, dinner 6pm, music 7pm by “Reign in Country
$50.00 ea. 2 for $90.00 More info (602) 788-9556

Sun. Nov. 5", Membership Meeting 12:30, John Filipezak & AZ Classics 2 to 5 pm

Fri. Nov. 17", Meet and Greet, DJ Nickelcity Dave 6pm "FREE"
Sat. Nov. 18", & Sun. Nov. 19", Buffalo Concertina All Stars (Buff.)
2 m (both days) $12.00 at the door

L
Box On, Grand Rapids MI
12-1,2-3,4-5PM

Sat. Nov. 25" (non-Polka Event) “Andrzejki” Skorpion Band 7pm — 2am
INFO: Mary Kiselus (602) 526-7321

Sun. Dec. 10" Christmas Dinner & Dance,
Dinner 1 to 3pm Dance 3 to 6pm Nickelcity Express
MEMBERS $15.00, NON-ME 0.00, KIDS 7-14- % price Under 7 “FREE”
RESERVATIONS RE 602-909-4965, 602-275-9329

Sun. Dec. 17", Shine like a Diamond Talent Show IIT 2 pm — Spm
(Fund raiser, door prizes, raffle, FREE Appetizers) (INFO: Rose (480)233-7836

Sun. Dec. 31%, Annual New Year’s Eve Celebration 7pm — 2am
INFO: Mary Kiselus (602) 526-7321

1-2,3-4 and 5-6 PM

Food and refreshments will be available along with many MANY door prizes!!
***proceeds from the event will be donated to the Westby Community Performing Art
Center in Westby, WI

For more information:
Gary Brueggen — 608-343-1317
concertinakid@gmail.com

Polish Woman Heritage Group of Az. Seminar (women only) 7pm
Thursday Sept. 14%, Oct 12", Nov. 9", Dec. 14th
fo. HALINA ROZNOWSKI, CORRESPONDENCE SECRETARY AT 602-421-6502.)

facebook
Admission: $8.00 members/$10.00 guests (unless noted) Doors open Ihr. before event
Bands & Times subject to change
92172017

Page 13


http://www.polkamotion.com/
mailto:mike@polkamotion.com

September - October, 2017 Official Publication of the International Polka Association, Inc. ®

$1000 FREDDY K JR

MUSIC SCHOLARSHIP AWARD

The Freddy K Jr. Music Scholarship Committee
13 now acoeptmg requests for applications for the 2018
Scholarship award.  Applicants must be high school
semiors Who have been accepted to an  accredited
college and play 2 musical mstrument.  Anvons who 1s
mterested m zpplymg for this yexr's award can
downlead an applicaton on owr website at
www. freddvkprmusicscholarshipcom  or contact the
Scholarship Committes at the followmg address:
The Freddy K Jr. Scholarship Fund
23850 Via Italia Circle, Apt#1104
Bonitz Springs, Flonida 34134

Freddy K Jr. plaved trumpst in his father’s band, The Freddy K Band, when he dizd in an
automobils accident in Julv of 1997, Music, aspecially Pollea Music, was Frad's lifs and passion. His
parsonality, sense of humor and love of Polka Music affected all who Lnew him. The hMusic
Scholarship Fund was setup to carry on whera Frad left off by promoting polka music through the gift
ofa 51,000 Scholarship to a deserving student avery vear. Each avward will ba given at one of the polka
Fastivals during the summer.

WINNERS OF 51000 SCHOLARSHIPS

2017 — Veronica Pryvtko, Millbury, Massachusetts
Joseph Blackburn, Troy, New York
2016 — Olivia Piatkowski, Canastota, Mew York
2013 — Adam Winiarz, Norton, Massachusstts
2014 — Jenna Libera, Charlton, hassachusatts
2013 — Eva Snyder, South Hadlew, Massachusatts
2012 — Tustin Kohan, Orchard Park, New Yok
2011 — Stephen Piatkowski, Canastota, New York
2010 - Kassandre Dardzinski, Saugus, Massachusetts and
Amnita Maria Thomas, Balto, hMarvland
2009 — David Baceis, Wilbreham, Massachusatts
2008 — Christopher Wanvo, Shillington, Pennsvlvania
2007 — Kavin Martin, Hudson, New Hampshira
2006 — Lanell= Raccis, Wilbreham, hMassachusatts
2005 — Nick Koryluk, Hicksville, New York
2004 — NMicha=]l D, Rizl, IT, Chicopes, Massachusatts
2002 — Exan Ogrodny, Whits Osk, Pennsvlvania
2002 — Brian Eomianik, Millwille, New Jarsaw
2001 - Malissa Mocadlo, Stevens Point, Wisconsin
2000 — Andrew Ervstopolski, Wilmington, Delavars
1999 — William Lomnvchuk, Eeading, Pennsvlvania
1998 — John Daigle, Chicopas, Massachusatts
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PolkaConnection.com

Your connection to polka
music from around the world.

Call Free (866) 901-6138
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Order yours today...

~ New Release ~

S ) . N
DynaBrass
Dance All Night

CD’s - $16 each¥
*price includes shipping and handling

el \
1. | DANCE ALL NIGHT 3:00 — Eaglith Yocal: D Kivinea AR

(L Marit Wedvik, Joe Zedowski, Dole Kivioan) EMI Masic Norway AS, ToPolbo Mesic Putlishing

2. | FOLLOW ME TO THE PARTY 2:45 — fnglsh ¥ocol: Girks Heabich, Dote Nibiasn

(Joe Talewskd, Tod Lange) ToPoMa Mesk Publishing

A SIMPLE LOVE 2:57 — gl Hocol: e Kvines g '3 WSHASY:

(A) Zalewsks, Ted Lange, Joe Zalewski) ToPsio Menic Publishing

A BOTTLE OF RED OBEREK 2:48 - gt ol o Zachi Ol Fen {_j U\J L
(Joa Lalewski, Ted Longe) ToPoMo Masi: Publishing A \J

YOU ARE ALWAYS WITH ME 2:48 - gt foc Dre ke~ LALAL IASLR LT

{Joa Zalewski, Ted Lange) ToPoMo Musi: Publishing

3
4
5
6. | OUT TIL DAWN 2:14 - Paiih Vocal: Jurk §
7
8
9

y Il Treditsned
HANDS OF TIME 3:00 — fuglich Vocal flole Kivisan (Yo Telewsk, Ted Lunge) ToPobls Mesic Publishing
AN ACCORDION STARTED TO PLAY WALTZ 3:21— fuglih Vocal. O Hechich fisla Grast]

. | PLAYBOY POLKA 1:45 — Polish Yocol Joe Zafewski (Eddie Blazonceyk) Pokeski Peblishing

10. | HOLDIN' HEAVEN 2:55 — fnglish Voeal: Dale Kivinen (3 Kenney, Thom McHugh) Sany/ATV Music Peblishing LLC

11.] LEFT HANDED OBEREK 2:07 todicaal

12.] OLD FLAME 3:12 — fglish Yocal: Chris Hadeich (Banny Lowssy, Moc Mckaally) Universal Music Pablishing Group

13. | PLEASE STOP THE WORLD 2:33 — fugiish Vorul: lnfe Aivinen (Eddie Blszoncayk) Pulsski Publishing

14, ANOTHER GOOD OLD POLKA MEDLEY 6 30

. TOBCI7G) 20017 ToPoa Facaeds.

« NONE DO | CARE FOR ‘rmitoms A

® TWO BUCKS Bosczkanski Publishing
¢ STORMY CLOUDS Tradiion!

15. | FOLLOW ME TO THE BAR 0:58 — finglish Voral Giris Hestrich, Ote Kiviien
(oe Zolowskd, Tod Lange) ToPoMo Mask Publishing

Order your new DynaBrass CD by mailing a check payable to "TOPOMO Records"
c/o Joe Zalewski, 5524 Ginger Tree Lane, Toledo, OH 43623.

For bookings & more information contact, Joe Zalewski at 419-351-5031 or jzalewskitpm@msn.com
www.dynabrass.com
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Texas Polka News

POLKA % COUNTRY % WESTERN SWING w CAJUN

Covering Texas Polka Scene
since 198/

polkab¥ab.qoqp

Subscribe to Texas Polka News for only $25/yr. for 12 monthly issues.
Send check to PO Box 800183 Houston, TX 77280,
Go to PolkaBeat.com to subscribe online by clicking on the Texas Polka News logo on the homepage.
While you're there, sign up for our FREE weekly e-newsletter at the top right of the homepage.




IPA Dates to Remember

Advertise in the IPA Newsletter

January 13-14: IPA Warm-Up Dance and Festival of
Chicago Polka Bands

March 10-11: IPA Hall of Fame Benefit Dance
Ludlow, Massachusetts

Visit www.ipapolkas.com and
www.facebook.com/ipapolkas
to stay up-to-date with all IPA events.

One Issue
FUITPAGE ettt $75.00 per issue
Half PAE...viiieieieeeeeieteet ettt ettt $55.00 per issue
QUATTEN PABE ..eiiiiiiiiiie ettt $40.00 per Issue
EIGNTH PABE...vceieveeieeiieierieee ettt $25.00 per issue

FUITPAGE ettt $67.00 per issue
Half PAE...viiceieieieeeeteeet ettt ettt $45.00 per issue
QUANEI PAGE ..eeiiiiiiiiiiie et e $36.00 per issue
EIGNTH PABE ...vcvieveeeeeiieeirieee ettt $22.00 per issue
Six Issues
Full Page $60.00 per issue
Half Page $40.00 per issue
QUANEI PAGE ..eeeiiiiiiiiiee e e $32.00 per issue
EIGNTh PABE ...vceieverieeiieierieee ettt $20.00 per issue

PLEASE NOTE: For advertisements requiring pictures, please add a one-time
charge of $10.00. Email ad files to Debbie Dunaj: dunajda07@yahoo.com.

IMPORTANT NOTICE ABOUT MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS!!

As reminders for membership renewals are mailed out, it would be greatly appreciated if these could be returned as soon as
possible. Not only are these fees used to allocate printing and mailing expenses, but for various other causes. So please return

your renewals in a timely matter.
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