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John Furmaniak
Living Catagory

John (Foo) Furmaniak, was
born on August 7, 1948 to
Thaddeus (Ted) and
LaVerne Furmaniak. He is
the oldest of their five chil-
dren. John became infatu-
ated with the accordion at
the young age of 10 when a
representative of the Mort
Herald Accordion School of
Music appeared at his
grade school and demonstrated the sound of the
accordion. John came home from school that day
and asked his dad if he could learn how to play.
With a student accordion strapped to his shoulders,
John’s journey into music started. John’s grandfa-
ther, Paul, loved polka music and he would have
John come over to this house on Sunday’s and listen
to the polka shows and would say “play the harmonia
with the radio”. Harmonia is accordion in Polish.
John would listen and start to play the polkas,
waltzes and obereks that were on the radio.

At the age of 12, John’s grandfather decided he
wanted to buy John a full-sized accordion. John
wanted something unique, as he wanted an accor-
dion with the sound of a bass guitar on the left hand.
They looked at the Cordovox but John didn’t like that
sound. Grandpa Paul said “I know a place that has
this Italian guy who makes accordions”. ltalo Ameri-
can was the accordion that grandpa ended up buying
for John as the sound produced by the left hand
sounded very close to a bass guitar.

John’s dad, Ted, knew a guy at his workplace
whose son played the drums. His name was Frank
Alberts. John hooked up with him and the “Dial-A-
Tones” were formed, playing small functions two-
piece. The band eventually grew to four pieces and
then John enlisted into the Army and served our
country from 1968 to 1971. Also during this time,
John wed Frank’s sister Cheryl and also had their
first child, a girl named Christy.

(Continued on page 5)
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Frank Borzymowski
Living Catagory

Music has always played an im-
portant part of Frank Borzy-
I mowski’s life. His first profes-
sional gig was at the ripe old age
of 14 and it wasn’t long after that
all of Baltimore’s Polonia wanted
to book Joe and Anita’s boy for
their functions. Frank’s high
school and college years were
filled with great memories playing
polkas at Baltimore’s Polish
Home, Blob’s Park and all the many Polish parishes through-
out the east side of the city.

It was through the generosity of a local polka promoter,
Mike Lozosky, Frank learned about the national polka scene.
Mike allowed a young Frank and his trio to play at his annual
Family Polka Picnics next to such greats as Marion Lush and
Happy Louie. This interaction with visiting polka musicians
exposed Frank to the many opportunities the national polka
scene had to offer and eventually led to Frank “hitting the
polka road”.

Whether you first met Frank in the early 1980s when he
burst on to the national polka scene leading “The Boys from
Baltimore” or through his “Frank and Friends: recordings and
live appearances, his performances were always filled with
style and classy stage appearances, smooth vocals and solid
contemporary polka entertainment. Dubbed the “Polka
Crooner”, it was Frank’s vocal styling that made him stand
out from the rest. His solid music arrangements and innova-
tive ideas on songs like “Polka Menagerie”, “Ooh Babe”,
“Tatus | Mamusiu” and “Sing Like Eddie B”, along with clas-
sic medleys such as “The Sweethearts of Polka Music” and
“For One Night Only” have also been some of the many mu-
sical highlights throughout his career.

Throughout his polka career, Frank Borzymowski has
done it all — live performances, television, radio, recordings,
master of ceremonies, Director and elector of the IPA, record
producer and distributor — and has entertained fans at every
Polish polka venue throughout the country. All accomplished
with class and style by the boy from Baltimore.
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IPA Newsletter

The “IPA Newsletter” is the official pub-
lication of the INTERNATIONAL
POLKA ASSOCIATION, INC.®. The
“IPA Newsletter” welcomes submissions
from readers and will publish them with
consideration to space and time require-
ments. Pictures are welcome but used
only when budget and space constraints
allow. All items become the property of
the IPA. If you would like a photograph
returned, please include a self-addressed,
stamped envelope.

Editor:

Christy Krawisz

Contributors:

Christy Krawisz, T. Ron Jasinski-

Herbert, Gilbert Ziemski

Contact us:

International Polka Association, Inc.®
4608 S. Archer Avenue

Chicago, IL 60632

1-800-TO-POLKA

(1-800-867-6552)

Website: www.internationalpolka.com

Contact the Editor:
Christy-
ipa@sbcglobal.net
Or 1-630-204-1793

The IPA logo “INTERNATIONAL
POLKA FESTIVAL” and “POLKA MU-
SIC HALL OF FAME” are registered in
the U.S. Patent and Trademark office.

All three trademarks of the International
Polka Association and their use, without
written permission, is strictly prohibited.

Membership

Due are $15.00 per person for all mem-
bers. You can also purchase a lifetime
membership for only $200.00 per person.
If you would like to join the IPA, please
send your check or money order to:

Christy Krawisz, Financial Secretary
International Polka Association

PO Box 1484

Plainfield, IL 60544

Phone: 1-630-204-1793

Email: Christy-ipa@sbcglobal.net
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VISIT THE I.P.A. HALL OF FAME AND MUSEUM

If you are interested in visiting the International Polka As-
sociation’s Hall of Fame and Museum, please Contact
Dave Ulczycki at 312-315-2215 to make an appointment.

IMPORTANT! MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS

As reminders for membership renewals are mailed out, it
would be greatly appreciated if these could be returned as
soon_as possible. Not only are these fees used to allocate

printing and mailing expenses, but for various other causes.

So please return your renewals in a timely matter.

IPA RADIO SHOW

Don’t forget to listen to the IPA Radio Show on Sunday, 10:00-10:30
am. CT on WPNA (1490 AM) in Chicago or www.wpnal490am.com
via the internet with different DJ’s every week or two weeks. President
Dave Ulczycki, Vice President Rick Rzeszutko, Treasurer Linda Niew-
ierowski, Secretary, Laura Mateja, Financial Secretary Christy Krawisz,
Director John Krawisz, Director T. Ron Jasinski-Herbert, Director John
Mikrut, Director Dan Mateja and Media Advisor Jerry Wantroba.

The IPA Radio Show will be on the Polka Jammer Network on Saturday
from 4-5 pm and then replayed on Wednesday from 9-10 pm Central
Time. DJ include Chicago Officers and Directors and Out of Town
Directors. Be sure to tune in!

Visit: www.polkajammernetwork.org

Please Call 1-800-TO-POLKA if you are interesting in advertising on the
IPA Radio show. WE NEED SPONSORS!
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Tony Petkovsek
Pioneer Category

Tony was born August 21,
1941 in Cleveland, Ohio to
parents of Slovenian descent.
At age 20 he began what
would become the longest run-
ning daily two hour polka pro-
gram, self produced with his
own sponsors. That daily
show aired six days a week
from 1961 through 2011 and it
now continues weekly every
Saturday for three hours from
noon to 3:00 p.m. Co-hosts currently include Joey Tom-
sick, Joe Valencia (bi-lingual also in Slovenian), Denny
Bucar and Patty Sluga. He brdoadcasts from his own
home studio in Fairport Harbor on the shores of Lake Erie
over WELW-1330AM where he is co-owner, and on the
internet at 24/7polkaheaven.com.

Tony began originating and promoting polka tours and
cruises to virtually the entire world including even Australia
with polka bands and artists and a special emphasis in the
European Alpine countries of Austria, Germany, Switzer-
land, Italy and of course Slovenia, the country of his ances-
try.

He became a partner with Kollander World Travel,
based on the east side of Cleveland and this year marking
90 years of business. Tony has spent about 45 years at
the agency and currently is a consultant. His total travels
besides Europe and Australia have included the exotic
places like Hawaii, the Caribbean, Mexico and South
America, earning him the title of “Polka Ambassador”.

This year, 2013, marks 50 years since a Thanksgiving
Polka Party has been in existence. Since 1990, the event
has been downtown at the leading, first class, Marriot Ho-
tel, in which the 25-story, 400 room hotel is filled to capac-
ity. Patrons have come from over 25 states, all of Canada,
and even Europe like the Netherlands and Slovenia. Fif-
teen to twenty Cleveland-Slovenian bands perform non-
stop, around the clock on the weekend.

Twenty six years ago a National Clevelend-Style
(Slovenian) Polka Hall of Fame in Euclid was founded by
Tony Petkovsek and a group of dedicated volunteer direc-
tors. The museum is supported by the only full time record
shoppe selling all of the latest in polka CDs, DVDs and
souvenir giftitems. Tony continues as Chairman Emeritus
with Joe Valencic as President.

Tony is the recipient of numerous, over 100,
awards and proclamations for his 52 years of promo-
tional work in the polka field. Topping the list for
2013 is the International Polka Music Hall of Fame,
based in Chicago, and it's Pioneer Award.
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Jan Cyman
Deceased Category

In his youth, Jan was an
avid boy scout in his home-
town of Buffalo, New York.
He also was first music
chair at his high school.
The year was 1965,

.| Buffalo, New York. Fifteen

year old Jan Cyman played
the trumpet in school. A
couple of good friends,
Larry Trojak and Whitey
Ryniec, wanted to start a polka band, but Jan had no
idea what polka music was. They brought him to see
polka bands in the area so he could get a feel for the
style of music. Shortly after, they became the Dyna-
tones.

After eight years with the band, Jan was offered a
spot with the New Brass. With the love and support
of his wife Judy and son Jeffrey, they packed up and
moved to Massachusetts.

In 1976, Jan decided to start his own band and
founded the Musicalaires. Jan, now with the addi-
tions of his two daughters, Tracy and Christie, trav-
eled across the country, bringing his passion for
polka music wherever he went. He made many
friends along the way and they helped develop his
love for the genre.

After the death of his father Vincent in 1987, Jan
and his family moved to Florida where he continued
to play, promote and produce polka music, including
his own internet radio show.

Over the years, his signature trumpet and vocals
were heard alongside New Phaze, Sunshine State
Express, Florida Honky Polka Band and the B-
Sharps, for whom he played his final gig.

Jan has the distinction of being the first president
of the Polka Boosters Club of Buffalo, New York. He
did charity work for many organizations and associa-
tions including the Felician nuns.

Until his passing in 2012, his love of music would
only be surpassed by his love of his five grandchil-
dren who looked up to and idolized their very own
polka legend.

Jan is survived by his wife Judy, daughters Tracy,
Chrissie, son Jeffrey, and five grandchildren Ricky
Lynn, Zachary, Crissy, Parker and A.J.
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Wear your
favorite polka
dot clothing!
Sing your
favorite polka
with a LIVE
polka band!

) § 37-
Polka Dot

For more information,
or to request
your favorite song
in advance...

.contact
IPA Directar
Pat Maduzia:

pat.maduzia®gmail.com

w
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SATURDAY September 7, 2013

Chet's Melody Lounge - Picnic Grove
7400 Archer Avenue
Summit, Illinois

Music by: Tony Blazonczyk
And New Phaze

Gates open at 1:30 pm ~ Music from 2-6 pm
Admission: $8.00

($L.00 off if you show your current I.P.A. membership card)

Food Available for purchase

Grilling by “"Chef John"

Would you like your newsletter
Emailed 1o you?

The I.P.A. would like to go GREEN! Help us
save money on printing costs and
postage!

If you have a computer and would like your
Newsletter emailed to you (pdf form),
please send an email to:
Christy-ipa@sbcglobal.net

PLEASE PUT IN THE SUBJECT LINE
~ "PLEASE EMAIL MY NEWSLETTER"

THANK YOU

Join the IPA, USPA and CPA for a Joint Polka Celebration
Featuring
The Downtown Sound
Saturday ~ October 19, 2013
Holiday Inn ~ 15471 Royalton Road, Strongsville, Ohio

Music from 8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Donation: $12.00 per person

Special Room Rate of $62.00 plus tax, if you tell the hotel you
are with the Joint Polka Celebration.
Call 440-238-8800 for Reservations.

For more information call:
Barb at: 440-886-6157
Dave at: 312-315-2215

No outside food or beverages permitted by law
Tables reserved for parties of 10 or more
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John Furmaniak—Continued from Page 1

A few months after being out of the service, John and
Cheryl stopped at a bar called “Brothers Two Lounge”
on Chicago’s south side. Jerry Zahara was on the
bandstand and John told Cheryl “I'm going to get some
guys and start the band back up and play on stage
again”. The Dial-A-Tones reformed and recorded two
albums between 1971 and 1976. John wrote 2 hits
“Kiss the Girls and Make Them Cry” and “Let’s All Go
Dancing”. He also helped a band member write and
arrange “Pots and Pans Polka”. During this time, John
and Cheryl also welcomed a second child, a son
named John Jr.

The Dial-A-Tones broke up in 1977 and John was
asked to join Ted Okrzesik Sr. who was bringing his
teenage sons up the ranks as polka musicians. John
suggested forming a band and they named it “Windy
City Brass”. The band consisted of Ted Okrzesik Sr.,
his sons Ted Okrzesik Jr and Danny Okrzesik, and
John'’s friend Stas Bulanda. Ted’s wife Gennie “O”
also began to sing with the band as well. John re-
corded two albums with the “Windy City Brass” and
performed with them from 1977 to 1980. In 1979 to
1980, John also was a radio DJ along with Ted Sr.
John and his wife Cheryl also welcomed a third child
during this time, another son named Jason.

In 1980, John was asked by Marion Lush to join
“The White Eagles”. What an honor! John now had
the opportunity to incorporate the electronic bass left-
handed with a top-name band. If John was going to
play left-hand bass on the big stage, he had to perfect
it. He listened to Eddie Blazonczyk records and
Marion Lush records and wanted to learn to play all the
runs the proper way. While most other bands em-
ployed the use of a dedicated bass guitar player, John
refined the use of the electronic left-hand on the accor-
dion to the point that it became indistinguishable from
an actual bass guitar. He became known as having
one of the “best left hands” in the business. John per-
formed with Marion Lush from 1980 to 1984 traveling
extensively throughout the United States.

In 1986, John’s children were getting older and
John wanted to watch and coach them in sports. John
began filling in locally with the likes of Li’'l Richard,
Jimmy Mieszala, Stas Golonka and others. One day
John and his good friend, IPA Polka Music Hall of
Famer Stas Bulanda decided they wanted to start a
band. John said “l have the perfect name”. Let’s call it
“Average Polka Band”. From 1986 to 2000 the Aver-
age Polka Band recorded thirteen recordings and was
nominated for the Grammy’s in 1989. John wrote hit
songs for the Average Polka Band such as “APB
Opening Theme”, “My Concertina”, “Dance Hall Blues”,
“'m Gonna Love You Forever”, “Happy Birthday Wish”,
and after the September 11 tragedy “A Place For
Peace”.
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In 2000, the Average Polka Band broke up, but after a
few months, John and Stas decided to start up another
group. John suggested to Stas that he goes back on
concertina and the band would play more honky style
music. John suggested they name the band “Dyno
Chicago”. Stas thought it was a good name so they
did it. John self taught himself the piano and even re-
corded piano on a few recordings. Dyno Chicago re-
corded two CDs and performed from 2000 to 2003. At
that time, John wanted to get away from traveling and
decided he would start a band with another buddy, IPA
Polka Music Hall of Famer Wally Maduzia. This is
when “One More Tyme” was formed. The band re-
corded on CD and performed together from 2001 to
2007.

In 2007 John’s longtime friend Stas Bulanda asked
John if he would be interested in joining Stas’ band,
now named “Old School Review”. John accepted and
performed with Stas again on stage from 2008 to 2009.

In 2010 after the passing of his great friend, Stas
Bulanda, John was asked by Tony Blazonczyk if he
would like to join his band “New Phaze”. John said yes
and is currently performing with the band. So far John
has recorded two CDs with New Phaze. On the latest
CD “For The Love Of The Music” John co-wrote the
title song, 2012 IPA Song of the Year, “For The Love
Of The Music” and also wrote the hit waltz “Phone in
Heaven”..

John has written and co-written over 20 songs over
the years. In addition to being a musician, vocalist,
music arranger, bandleader, songwriter, DJ and music
publisher, John has recorded 23 albums/CDs over 40
years. He was an IPA Director from 1974 to 1978. He
has performed on stage with Li'l Wally, Li’l Richard,
The Monumentals, Jimmy Mieszala, Stas Golonka,
The Music Company, Jerry Zahara, Casey Homel,
Jimmy Homel and Richie Gomulka who called John
“one of the best side men ever”.

John’s passion for polka music has no boundaries.
He enjoys traveling and seeing his many friends
throughout the country. John hopes his knowledge
and polka music roots can e transferred to the younger
polka musicians of today. John has dedicated his life
to playing the music he loves. He just celebrated his
40 years of being “on the road again”. John has per-
formed at every prestigious festival and event over the
years and looks forward to performing for a few more
years.

John has three children, Christy, John Jr, and Ja-
son and six grandchildren, Sydney, Katie, Morgan,
Hayley, Jaylen and Avery. John and his wife Cheryl
reside in Bolingbrook, lllinois.
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Come Celebrate the International Polka Associations
45th Anniverary!

Thursday August 1st to Sunday August 4th, 2013

Mark your calendars! The 45th Annual [.P.A. Festival and Convention is at the Embassy
Suites~Cleveland-Rockside 5800 Rockside Woods Blvd., Independence, Ohio. On Thursday,
August 1st, The Del Sinchak Band will be playing from 7-10:30 pm. On Friday, August 2nd,
from 5 pm—1 am, music by The Divas featuring Ania Piwowarczyk, Gennie Okrzesik and
Mary Lou Czerniak, The Knewz, Polka Family and Freeze Dried . On Saturday, August
3rd, the 44th Annual I.P.A. Polka Music Hall of Fame and Music Awards Banquet begins
at 10 am. Reservations are required and the price of a ticket is $35.00. Please contact Linda
Niewierowski 773-489-3987 or email her at plkaqueen25@aol.com. In the Evening on Satur-
day from 4 pm—1 am, music by The Boys, Polka Country Musicians and the IPA Tribute
Band with Special Guest I.P.A. Hall of Famers. On Sunday August 4th, the Polka Mass
begins at 9 am and the Annual Election of Officers and Convention Meeting begins at 10
am (current members only). Admission prices are $10.00 on Thursday and $15.00 on Friday
and Saturday, payable at the door. No Advance Tickets. Children under 16 will be admitted
FREE when accompanied by an Adult. For Hotel Reservations, call 216-986-9900, price is
$99 plus tax per night and you must mention you are coming for the I.P.A. Polka Festival.

RESERVATIONS MUST BE MADE NO LATER THEN JULY 15, 2013.
THIS IS AN ALL SUITES HOTEL. All suites have a private bedroom and separate

living rooms, a wet-bar, microwave, refrigerator, coffeemaker and two flat screen TV’s, Com-
plimentary cooked-to-order breakfast each morning, Complimentary Manager’s reception with
light snacks and beverages each evening, Indoor pool, whirlpool, fitness center and seasonal
outside sundeck.

For_Hotel Reservations, call 216-986-9900, price is $99 plus tax per night and you must
mention you are coming for the I.PA. Polka Festival.

Can’t get enough polka on regular broadcast ra- Polka United ~ Uniting Everything
dio? The alternative is Polka Internet Radio, Related to Polka Music

where the music never stops. Most, if not all ar-

chive their shows as MP3 files, so that you may Visit their Website www.polkasunited.com

download and listen at your leisure. Some of the

polka sites you should be aware of are:
THE IPA RADIO SHOW IS NOW ON THE POLKA

JAMMER NETWORK
http://www.247polkaheaven.com,
http:/www.polkajammernetwork.org, The I.P.A. Radio Show is now on the Polka Jammer Network
http://www.polishnewcastleradio.com from 4-5pm on Saturdays and then replayed on Wednesday from

http://wbcb1490.com/the-denny-o-polka-show 9-10 pm. (Central Time).
*Used with permission from Polonia Today*

Visit: www.polkajammernetwork.org
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New IPA Marketing and Communications Committee

The IPA Board has recently established a new committee to work on Marketing and Communications. It is
initially comprised of a sub group of officers and directors and will work on the following efforts:

- Promote the IPA Organization and Hall of Fame
- Lead efforts to increase membership in the Organization
- Develop strategies to expand the Polka fan base
- Work to improve communications to our Polka fans, and between all the constituencies
involved in the industry
- Build alliances with other relevant organizations, both Polka related and non-Polka related
- Support and endorse member polka professionals in their areas of work

Any L.LP.A. members who have skills in these areas and would like to volunteer their time and talents to help
towards these efforts are asked to send an email to editor@internationalpolka.com.

OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY TO: Tuesday July 16, 2013 ~
THE NEXT I.P.A GENERAL MEETING AT
Marie Helene Fuscaldo, (nee Mikos) beloved wife to POLONIA BANQUETS.

the late Jim Fuscaldo, sister to Past IPA President Pat Doors Open at 6:30 PM Meeting at 7 PM.
Mikos and IPA Hall of Famer, Bruno Mikos. Our
deepest to the entire Mikos Family and friends. o D
Harriet Koziol, [IPA Member. Harriet along with F RE E Fo

Stephanie McCracken and Bea Zawada worked in the
kitchen at the IPA Building for several years. Harriet,

along with Stephanie and Bea were presented with the 44th Annual LPA. Polka Music Hall
Joe Jozwiak award in 2005. Our sympathy to the entire mp—

Koziol family and friends. of Fame and Music Awards Banquet
Our deepest sympathy wishes to all the family and Reservations are required and the pI‘iCG
friends of Marie and Harriet of a ticket is $35.00.
May you rest in Peace.

DEADLINE JULY 15, 2013
**Correction™**
We are sorry for our error. In the last newsletter we ) o .
published Norb and it should have been Norm. Please contact Linda Niewierowski

773-489-3987 or email her at

IPA Member, Norm Dombrowski, Sympathy to the
entire Dombrowski Family. plkaqueen25@aol.com. NOW...

Page 7


mailto:editor@internationalpolka.com

July-August, 2013 Official Publication of the International Polka Association, Inc.®

Hﬂrbor ‘l

hnres

“Gokn FesT

m% uzﬁW}_@'&w%ﬁw’m/

November 29, 30 & December 17, 2013

MNext to picturesque Lake Geneva, Wisconsin
Convenient to a wide variety of downtown shops to start (and finish) your holiday shopping!
GREAT MUSIC FOR THE LAST WEEKEND FESTIVAL OF THE YEAR.

John Gora & Gorale
from Canada (Friday 8pmi-12am)
Polka Generations
from Chicago (Saturday 2pm-6pm)
Tony Blazonczyk’s New Phaze
from Chicago (Saturday Bpm-12am)

sSqueezeboXx
Featuring:
“Mollie B” from the Mollie B Polka Party on RFD-TV (sunday 1pm-5pm)
Dhaily Admission $15
Two nights accommodations at Harbor Shores Eesort Hotel
Welcome "Goody Bag™ from the Lake Geneva Area Visitor and Convention Burean
Welcome Party with Patrick Henry — Fridav 4pm
Dinner: Friday (Wisconsin Fish Frv) and Saturday (Pizza), Breakfast: Saturdav and Sundav
Lake Geneva Polka Fest admission: Friday and Saturdav — Frank Napiwocki's Wood Dance Floor!
Flenty of fun things to do both in and out of the hotell
Sqmda}r Party with Mollie B and Squeezebox admission NOT included in Package Price.
= Two-Night Adult Package price: Y
$149 per person, Double Occupancoy
£120 per person, Triple Occupancy
$105 per person, Quad Occupancy
£239 per person, Single Occupancy
Children under 16. onlv $25 per person.
Room Only: $89/night. All rates plus te.
Only a limited number of room packages will be available.
For reservations call Harbor Shores Reservations direct and ask for the Polka Fest Package at:
(888)746-7371 or go to: www.lakegenevapolkafest.com
Harbor Shores on Lake Geneva
300 Wrigley Drive
Lake Geneva, Wl 53147
For general festival information, call Patrick Henry (800)659-6811 www polkadj.com
Prodisced by Patrick Hanry Prasants for Tigar Entertainment and Harber Shares. Padbage until boobed with deposit and Ling-up subject to changs withaut notice.
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elcome New Members

We would like to welcome our newest members:

Ted Eckman, Dianna Zawisza, Arnold Checkalski, Pat Stanek, William Stasila,
Daniel Nawrot, Stanley Raiczyk
Members are very important to the International Polka Association!
With the dues we collect, we are able to pay the month operating expenses of the International Polka Association. The Of-
ficers and Directors of Illinois voted to have a membership drive and incentive program. Please tell your family and friends what a
great organization the International Polka Association is. This is the perfect time to help the IPA get more members.

Membership is only $15.00 per vear, or your can sign up for a lifetime membership, and that is only
$200.00.
PLEASE SEND YOUR MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL ENVELOPES BACK AS SOON AS POSSIBLE!

Connecticut gets State Polka!

After seven years of trying IPA Sgt. at Arms Peter ) Danielczuk has been successful in getting Polka
Hall of Famer and Connecticut native Ray Henry's Ballroom Polka named the Connecticut State
Polka. Connecticut joins the state of Massachusetts with a state Polka and Wisconsin whose state
dance is the Polka. He worked through two of his legislative friends State Representative Linda
Gentile and State Senator Joseph Crisco. Mr. Danielczuk who is known as CT's Prince of Polkas
stated that he was very excited that this finely happened as a tribute to all the people who danced
the Polka in the state throughout the years as well as to all the fine Polka musicians in the state's
history. A free dance is planned in November with a Ray Henry Tribute Band to held at the Polish
National Home in Hartford, CT and Governor Malloy will be invited.

Congratulations to Peter... We appreciate all your hard work on this project!

Illlinois tribute to Eddie Blazonczyk, Sr—State Polka

Illinois politicos anticipate the adoption of an official tribute to Eddie Blazonczyk, $r., which
includes adoption of “Polka Celebration” as the official State Polka, but it awaits the legislature’s
next session. Delay was caused by heated debate about pension reform in the state.

Congratulations to T. Ron Jasinski Herbert on his hard work on this project.

Used with permission from Polonia Today.
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IPA Dance at Dale’s Weston Lanes
June 2, 2013

Income: $1394.00
Expenses: $1428.00
Total Loss:

$34.00

you.

To purchase a copy of this CD, please send a check or money
order made payable to the IPA, for $18.00 ($15.00 plus
$3.00 postage and handling). Mail it to: International Polka
Association, 4608 S. Archer Avenue, Chicago, IL 60632.

PLEASE BE SURE TO SEND YOUR NAME, ADDRESS,
CITY, STATE AND ZIP CODE, so we can mail the CD to
You can also purchase a copy of this CD from any IPA

Tribute Band Member.

A portion of the proceeds from this recording are being
Donated to the International Polka Association.

In the Mail...

Dear Dave and Friends,

Thank you for your participation and
support of the Lisa Biskup Memorial

Foundation.

Ron and Sue Biskup

Visit there website:

www.lisabiskupmemorial.com

Rich Bobinski -

26 Classic Hits from the past

New CD Release! Co-Producer & Sound File Enhancement

by Peter J. Danielczuk, I.P.A. Sgt. At Arms. A portion of

the proceeds from this recording are being donated to the
International Polka Association. The I.P.A. is instrumental
in the preservation and promotion of Polka Music through-
out the United States.
Jimmy K Polkas, 440-846-0404 or visit
www. jimmykpolkas.com

Distributor and Co-Producer is
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PolkaConnection.com

Your connection to polka
music from around the world.

Call Free (866) 901-6138




T.K. Frank’s Best Sellers - CD’s

ADAMCZYK, STEVE

“Hi-Fi Polkas” ~ “Polkas with Pep”
“Parade of Polkas”

BLAZONCZYK, EDDIE (VERSATONES)
“Polka Medley Album”

“Polka Thriller” NEW

BLAZONCZYK, TONY AND NEW PHAZE
“Have a Shot With New Phaze”
BLIHOUDE, OTTO

“Gamel’ots Story”

BLOUNT, STAN - “It’s About Time”
BOBINSKI, RICH

“Forever in Time”

BORZYMOWSKI, FRANK

“Sax is Good for You” NEW

THE BOYS

“A New Day” ~ “Classics”

“Boystrous” NEW

BUDZILEK, RAY

“Happy Polka Tunes with Jimmy Sturr”
“Cleveland Style Polkas”

“The Cleveland Sound”

BUFFALO KNEWZ

“4th Edition”

“Got Knewz” ~ “Knewz Flash”
“Eyewitness “ NEW

BULANDA, STAS & OLD SCHOOL
“Glory Days” ~ “Shout Out”

CHESKY, LARRY

“One Stage Polkas”

“Wonderful World of Polkas”

“New Sounds in Polkas”

“Polish Dolls”

CONCERTINA ALL STARS
“Dancing With The All Stars”
“Concertina Hero”

CONCERTINA SESSIONS

“30th Anniversary”

CYMAN, JAN AND MUSICALAIRES
“Better late then Never”

DAN GURY & DYNADUKES

“Polka Radio” NEW

DARLAK, JERRY & BUFFALO TOUCH
“America’s Most Requested Polkas”
“Touch This”

“Polkas in Black and White”

“Untouched Live in Las Vegas”

“Let the Good Times Roll”

“For our Polka Friends”

“Flirty Squirty: Dyngus Day Party Hits”
“Back in Touch”
DEUESCHMIESTERS

“Greatest Hits— Double CD” ($25.00)
DYNATONES

“LiveWire 1 & 2”

“Until The End Of The World Rolls Around”
EASTERN SOUNDS

"Spellbound"

FORMAN, EDDIE

“Movin’ On”

FORNEK, STEVE

“Package of Polkas”

GAZDA, RICK

“Tribute To Bernie Witkowski”
GOLDEN TONES

“A Bunch of Polkas”

GOLUNKA, STAS & CHICAGO MASTERS
“The King’s Treasurers”

GOMULKA, LENNY & CHICAGO PUSH
"Save The Music” NEW

GORA, JOHN & GORALE
“Bulletproof Polkas” ~ “Polka Playin’ Fool”
“Butterfly” NEW

GROLLER, WALT

“We Speak The Language Of Music”
“Polka Radio”

GUBALA, FRANK

“Greatest Polkas You Ever Heard Volume 17
“Greatest Polkas You Ever Heard Volume 2”
“Greatest Polkas You Ever Heard Volume 3”
“Greatest Polkas You Ever Heard Volume 4”
GUCA, ED

“Toronto Polkas Go Go Go”

“Fiddlin” Around”

HAPPY LOUIE

“Happy Louie & Julcia Family Album”
“Sing Along” ~ “Shake it Up”

“Good Luck” ~ “Love & Peace”

“Red, White & Beautiful”

“Real Hot Polkas” ~ “My Melody of Love”
“Songs for You” ~ “One More Time”
“Paloma Blanca” ~ “Jak Sie Masz”
“Update those Good Old Polkas” ”

“Polkas on Fire” ~ “Polkarisma”

“Super Duper Polkas” ~ “Awesome Polkas”
“Your Polka Sweethearts”

“Happy Memories” ~ “Happy Louie — Live”
“Red Hot Polkas” ~ “Candy, Candy, Candy”
“Rex Years Volume 1” ~ “Rex Years Volume 2”
“Rex Years Volume 3”

HENNY & THE VERSA Js

“Don’t Stop” ~ “Come on Over”

“Mother’s Hands”

“If I Could Be Like You”

HENRY, RAY

“Polkas with Spirit”

“Golden Polkas”

HONKY EXPRESS

“Polka Heaven”

HUDENSKI, BUD

“Resurgence”

“Vintage Bud”

IPA TRIBUTE BAND

“Yesterday’s Songs”

JERRY N’ AL

“Squeeze Box Serenade”

JERSEY POLKA RICHIE

“Sunshine & Polkas”

“America’s Concertina King”

KILIAN, JIMMY

“Polkas from the Windy City”

LUKITSCH, KARL

“Drive Time”

“Live It Up”

MAESTRO’S MEN

“Don’t Stop The Music”

“’Enjoy the Little Things” NEW
MAKSYMOWICZ, TED

“Polkas from Poland”

MEIXER, ALEX

“Stay All Night” NEW

NEW BRASS EXPRESS

“In This Game Together”

NEW DIRECTION

“Follow Directions”

NICKEL CITY NOTES

“Spare Change”

OBERAITIS, JOE

“Past, Present, Future” ~ “Polkas by Joe Oberaitis”
“Polka Sizzlers”

“Polka Music at the Swingin’ Best”

“A little bit of Polish Soul” ~ “Mr. Polka Dynamite”
“Two guys from Cleveland” ~ “Old Polish Songs”
OSTANEK, WALTER

“Timeless” ~ “Polka Celebration with Joey Miskulin”
“Care Free Polkas and Waltzes”

PALA BROTHERS

“Polish “F” Troop” NEW
PENNSYLVANIA MERRY MAKERS
“Reunion “ NEW

PIWOWARCZYK, ANIA

“Life’s Too Short.Thank God For Polkas”
POLKA FAMILY

“Let’s Go Polka Dancing 2008

“Hungry For More”

“Family Favorites Volume 4”

ROBERTS, BERNIE

“Greatest Hits”

RODGERS, DICK

“Dick Rodgers Story” 2 CD’s $18.00
ROSIE AND THE JAMMERS
“Celebrate” ~ “At Last”

“Live”

RYCZEK, JOHN AND SONS

“Blazing Polkas”

RYMANOWSKI BROTHERS

“It’s About Time”

SCHEID, ELMER

“Concertina Greatest” 2 CD’s $18.00
“Elmer Scheid Story” 2 CD’s $18.00
SEIBERT, NANCY

“Loca For The Polka”

SIX FAT DUTCHMAN

“#1 Polka Band” ~ “Great Polka Band”
SOLEK, WALT

“Give Polkas” ~ “Supreme Polkas”
“Plenty Fun Polkas” ~ “Fun Polkas”
“Walt Solak Sing and Swings”
STAIDUHAR ORCHESTRA
“Staiduhar’s Finale”

JOHN STANKEY

“Coal Miners Memories” ~ “Through the Years”
“Something Old, Something New”

“On the Roll” ~ “A Little This”

“Live at Lakeside” ~ “Wedding Memories”
“Good to the Last Drop” "~ “Coal Mines are Closing”
“Coal Miners Vesoly Antek”

“Polka with Stankey and the Coal Miners”
“Next Generation” ~ “Statue of Liberty”
STAVINS, BOB

“Polka Bananza”

STEPHANIE

“Polka Memories” ~ “This Is Polka Music”
"Best of Wanda and Stephanie Volume 2" $18.00
“Best of Wanda and Stephanie”
STEVENS, JOHN & DOUBLESHOT
“Best of Volume 2” ~ “Overlooked”
“Kickin Polkas” NEW

STURR, JIMMY AND BUDZIELEK, RAY
“Happy Polka Times”

SURRATT, MIKE

“Polka Element”

SZUBSKI

“Songs of Slovakia”

TONY’S POLKA BAND

“Come & Listen”

TOUCH OF BRASS

“25th Anniversary”

VARIOUS ARTIST—KEITH STRAS PRESENTS
“Honky Heaven” NEW

VARITONES

“Good Times”

YANKOVIC, FRANKIE

“My Very Best” ~ “Plays the Hits”
“Plays the Polkas Hits”

“More Hits” New ~ “King of Polkas”
“Plays Everyone’s Favorites”
WHOOPIE JOHN

“The Great One” 2 CD’s $18.00
“Whoopie John Story Part Two”
WISNIEWSKI, GENE

“Jackpot of Polkas” ~ “Rockin’ Polkas”
“Cavalcade of Polkas”
WOJNAROWSKI, FRANK

“Finger Dancing Polkas”

ZIELINSKI, LENNY & D-STREET
“Blue Skies Ahead”

CD’s $15.00 (tax included)
3 for $42.00 ~ UNLESS MARKED
Add $2.10 shipping and handling for every 3 pieces,
$4.20 for 4, 5 & 6 pieces, $6.30 for 7 or more pieces.
(Please make 1 or 2 substitutions)
Please include your phone number. Orders will not ship
without proper information.
THIS AD MUST ACCOMPANY ORDER

Please make checks payable to: F.C. Proszowski and send orders to:

POLKA RECORDS, PO Box 321, Conshohocken, PA 19428 Call: 610-828-2089 www.polkas.com\tkfrank
Please check the Internet for more Selections: www.polkas.com\tkfrank
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The Freddy K. Jr. Scholarship Fund

The Freddy K. Jr. Music Scholarship Committee is now accepting requests for applications for the
2013 Scholarship award. Applicants must be high school seniors who have been accepted to an accredited
college and play a musical instrument. The award is presented at a Polka Festival of their choice each

sSummer.

Anyone who is interested in applying for the scholarship award can contact the Scholarship Committee

at:

The Freddy K. Jr. Scholarship Fund
50 Totten Drive
Bridgewater, NJ 08807

The Annual Election of Officers and
Convention Meeting begins at 10 am Sunday
August 4, 2013(current members only). At the
Embassy Suite.

See Page 6 for more information.

Please be advised that this year, the following posi-
tions will be up for Election/Re-election:

Officers:
President- Must be on the executive board for at
least 1 year. (1 year Term)

All others must be a member of the
organization for one year and 2 year Term.

1st Vice President
Secretary
Sergeant At Arms

Directors:

3 must be from the State of Illinois
3 must be from other States other than
Illinois.

Current IPA Members must be present to vote at
the Annual Meeting. If you are unable to attend
the meeting and would like to run for one of the
positions listed above, a signed letter must be sent
to the IPA President prior to the convention.

DEADLINE JULY 15, 2013

44th ANNUAL TPA
POLKA MUSIC
HALL OF FAME
MUSIC AWARDS
BANQUET

See The Stars
CONGRATULATE THE WINNERS
ENJOY THE LUNCHEON

Saturday, August 3rd

10:00 a.m. Cocktails 11:00 a.m. Luncheon

Tickets are $35.00 per person by Advance
reservation only. Reservations for the banquet can
be made by sending a check or money order with
the Reservation Form below to:

2013 Polka Music Hall of Fame &
Music Awards Banquet
c/o International Polka Association
4608 South Archer Avenue
Chicago, IL 60632
Linda Niewierowski
(773) 489-3987
plkaqueen25 @ aol.com

2013 Polka Music Hall of Fame
and Music Awards Banquet

Name:

Address:

City:

SsShler ... . PR

Phone:

Number of Banquets Tickets:
® ® 00 000909000 OCOOISOODOIOOSOO OO O

Page 13




July-August, 2013

Official Publication of the International Polka Association, Inc.®

HAPPY BRRTE

AY ~ STO LAT - IPA MEMBERS

JULY

July 3 — Edward Nowak; Ken Yash;

July 4 — Hank Haller; Leon Kozicki (IPA Founder);
July 5 — Jan Sweet;

July 6 — Steve Litwin; Rita Niewierowski; Jennifer Bu-
landa; Tom Frydryk

July 7 — Andrew Putz; Felix Sobecki; Benita Szymanski
July 9 — Bea Zawada; John Wisneski

July 10 —Mona Sus; Jerry Wantroba (IPA Director); Brian
Talaske; Marge Ziemski

July 12 — Jacob Dill;

July 13 — Theresa Jagielski; Theresa Pawlicki

July 14 — William Stasila

July 15 — Arthur Kalena; Wally Dombrowski;

July 16 — Thomas Hartwig; Cheryl Furmaniak;

July 17 —Thomas Kalinowski; Pat Mikos; Kyle
Colpacki; Anthony Janicki

July 18 — Steve Swiader; Hedy Wozniak; Maggie
Zabielski; Lori Yash

July 19 — Sue Conway;

July 22 — Bonnie Potoniec

July 23 - Carol Dzieglowicz

July 25 — Eddie Labuda;

July 26 — Karen Mikrut;

July 27 — John Gora, Dr. Ann Hetzel Gunkel;

Edward Pietraszek;

July 28 - Lorraine Matusovich; Bob Wojtowicz

July 29 — Emily Pinter; Kathy Urbanczyk

July 31 — Len Fornek

AUGUST

August 1 — Eugene Bryda, Mary Lesniak; Sandy Schus-
ter; Maryann Cuglewski

August 2 — Tony Blazonczyk(IPA Director); Chuck
Stastny;

August 3 — Mike Stapinski;

August 4 —Susan Matysiewicz; Kathleen Zielinski; Happy
Louie Dusseault; Lynn Kaminski; Bonnie Ryniec
August 5 — Rose Marie Tynski; Frances Ziemba; Dianne
Zawisza

August 6 - Jeff Veverka; MaryAnn Jukubielski

August 7 — John “Foo” Furmaniak; Edward Guca (IPA
Director); Bob Zima; Camille Hjelm; Berne Locke;

Pete Jend

August 9 — John Cieplik

August 10 — Helen Curtin; Jim Kucharski

August 11 — Chester Kmiec; Dave Ulczycki (IPA Presi-
dent); John Robinson; Keith Pietranczyk

August 12 — Leonard Wolski;

August 13 — Carol Forman; Steve Zalewski

August 14 — Wanda Kowalik; Barry Niccolai; Andrew Nitz
August 15 — Ed Svoboda; Edward Burczy

August 16 — Neil Rothrock; Diana Walk; Teresa Denk
August 17 — Eleanor Kania; Tim Wolter

August 18 — Rena Blazonczyk; Tom Czyzewski

August 19 — Michael Matousek (IPA Director);

August 20 — Ed Cygan; Ken Machelski

August 21 —Tony Petkovsek; Carolyn Baras

August 22 — Julianne Mossak

August 23 — Stas Golembewski; Randy Vokral;

August 24 — Connie Hvizdos;

August 25 — Rose Marie Sukacz;

August 26 — Mary Ann Moon;

August 27 — Martin Babich

August 28 — Joyce Fornek; Judy Krason;

August 30 — Dianne Winiarz; Grazyna Danielczuk

If your name is not listed above and you are a member, we must
not have your birthday in our computer! If you wish to have
your birthday listed, please send an email to:
ipa@sbcglobal.net or send it to:
days, 4608 S. Archer Avenue, Chicago, IL 60632.
Please remember, you must be an IPA Member.

Christy-
Christy Krawisz, IPA Birth-
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WALT PROCANYN ORCHESTRA
NEW CD
MUSIC OF YOUR LIFE
Big Band, Polkas & Mariachi
“Outrageous” “Smash Hit” “Unforgettable”

Walt’s Theme, Let Me Play For You & Fanfare
The Band is Set to Play

Dancing Doll

Take the A Train

Take Me Baby

Go Tell it on the Mountain

Listen Up America

Guadalajara

. It’s Your Kissin’ I’ve Been Missin’
. Manhattan Magic

. Twilight Time

. City Magic

. Moonlight and Roses

. ’ve Been Everywhere

. Celito Lindo

. La Vie En Rose

. If I Didn’t Care

BIG BAND, POLKA & MARIACHI . Walt’s Closing Theme
NEW YORK CITY

PN W=

Walt Procanyn Orchestra de Iva ¥ tha wi ArAnv ; ) SHI
D O ttee Listen live to the walt procanyn BAND STAND SHOW

“Simply the very best in Big Band & Polka Music”
PRy ¢ www.247PolkaHeaven.com g

Big Band Polkas—Big Band Polka Swing
Polka Glory Polka Classics MON: 5-6 AM
Hi Polka Cuzzin Polka Gold

Polka Classics Polka Music WED: 8 AM
Polka USA Gotta Polka FRI : 4 PM
Best of Walt Procanyn SAT : 7-8§ PM
Big Band & Polka with a Touch of Class
Big Band & Polka Manhattan Rhythm
Big Band & Polka on Broadway

The Beat Goes On
A World of Musi Polka Cuzzin WALT PROCANYN ORCHESTRA
SPECIAL P.O. BOX 770044, WOODSIDE, NY 11377-0044

Buy any 3 CD’s (718) 458-7958 (718) 310-0886

POLISH & UKRAINIAN Get 1 FREE EMAIL: procanynpolkas@aol.com

T-shirts - Golf Shirts - CD7s $1> cash www.polkamagic.net

Hats and Official Band +3$3 S&H ~

Merchandize. o

ELY
Excl-Us'v sts
Send for a FREE Catalog. HEARD lnt,rnatlonal Art
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IPA Dates to Remember

Advertise in the IPA Newsletter

July 16, 2013—Tuesday
IPA General Meeting
Polonia Banquets—7 pm

August 1-4, 2013 - Thur-Sunday
45th Annual Festival and Convention
(Please see page 6 for all the Details)

September 7, 2013—Saturday
IPA Summer Family Picnic
See Page 4 for more information

October 19, 2013—Saturday
IPA and USPA Joint Polka Dance

See Page 4 for more information

One Issue

Full Page $75.00 per issue

Half Page ....$55.00 per issue
QuAarter Page ........cocuiiiiieiiieii e $40.00 per Issue
Eighth Page .......cooeuiiiiiiiiiiiec e $25.00 per issue
Three Issues
Full Page .... ...$67.00 per issue
Half Page ... ...$45.00 per issue
Quarter Page ........cocuoiiiieiiiie s $36.00 per issue
Eighth Page .......ccouiiiiniiiiiiieeee e $22.00 per issue
Six Issues
T Ve TS PSP $60.00 per issue
Half Page ...... ..$40.00 per issue
QuUArter Page .......c.coveiuiiiiiiiriri e $32.00 per issue
Eighth PAge .....cccceceeciiiieriessescseesssesssessness s e eee s e e $20.00 per issue

PLEASE NOTE: For advertisements requiring pictures,
please add a one-time charge of $10.00.

IMPORTANT NOTICE ABOUT MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS!!
As reminders for membership renewals are mailed out, it would be greatly appreciated if these could be returned as soon as

possible. Not only are these fees used to allocate printing and mailing expenses, but for various other causes. So please return

your renewals in a timely matter.

Indl

4608 S. Archer Avenue, Chicago, IL 60632
1-800-TO-POLKA (1-800-867-6552)
Website: www.internationalpolka.com

International Polka Association, Inc.®



http://www.internationalpolka.com

