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A Letter From The President...

Greetings Polka Fans,

How quickly the first two months of the year have come and gone. | sure hope that means Spring will
arrive sooner rather than later so we can all warm up, thaw out, and be able to get out and enjoy more
happy polka music with our friends and family.

| would like to thank all the IPA officers and directors, IPA members, and polka friends and fans who
attended the IPA Warm Up Dance and IPA Chicago Festival of Polka Bands in January. Even though
Mother Nature decided to deliver snow to the Chicago area on that Saturday evening, we still had great
crowds both Saturday and Sunday to celebrate National Polka Month.

We have some exciting events coming up in the next few months, and we hope you can support the IPA
and polka music, wherever you may be. March 8 and 9 is the IPA Benefit Dance weekend in Ludlow,
Massachusetts at the Ludlow PACC. The IPA Tribute Band will be performing on Saturday, March 8 and
will feature several special performances by IPA Polka Hall of Famers. Sunday, March 9 is the 9th
Annual IPA Benefit Dance with music by Lenny Gomulka & Chicago Push, Dennis Polisky & The Maestro’s
Men, Eddie Forman & The EFO Orchestra, and a special musical tribute to Eddie Blazonczyk.

Saturday, April 12, the IPA will be sponsoring its Spring Fling dance in Buffalo, New York with The Boys
and New Direction at Potts Banquet Hall. We hope you can come out and support an IPA dance in a new
location.

| thank you all for your continued support of the IPA and polka music; we couldn’t do this without you.
Please continue to support your favorite bands, local dancehalls, and polka organizations. Don’t forget to
bring your family, your friends, and even someone who may never have experienced a polka dance
before.

Let’s spring in to another fun and successful polka season.

Polkatively Yours,
Rick Rzeszutko

Next IPA General Member Meeting and St. Joseph’s Mass & Table:

Tuesday, March 18
Doors Open 6:30 pm
Meeting 7:00 pm
Polonia Banquets
4604 S Archer Avenue — Chicago, IL
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IPA Newsletter

The “IPA Newsletter” is the official
publication of the INTERNATIONAL
POLKA ASSOCIATION, INC.®. The “IPA
Newsletter” welcomes submissions from
readers and will publish them with
consideration to space and time
requirements. Pictures are welcome but
used only when budget and space
constraints allow. All items become the
property of the IPA. If you would like a
photograph returned, please include a
self-addressed, stamped envelope.

Editor:
Debbie Dunaj

Photo Credits:
Debbie Dunaj, T. Ron Jasinski-Herbert,
Rick Rzeszutko

Contact us:

International Polka Association, Inc.®
4608 S. Archer Avenue

Chicago, IL 60632

1-800-TO-POLKA

(1-800-867-6552)

Website: www.internationalpolka.com

The IPA logo, “INTERNATIONAL POLKA
FESTIVAL” and “POLKA MUSIC HALL OF
FAME” are registered in the U.S. Patent
and Trademark office. All  three
trademarks of the International Polka
Association and their use, without
written permission, is strictly prohibited.

Membership

Dues are $15.00 per person for all
members. You can also purchase a
lifetime membership for only $200.00
per person. If you would like to join the
IPA, please send your check or money
order to:

Christy Krawisz, Financial Secretary
International Polka Association

PO Box 1484

Plainfield, IL 60585

Phone: 1-630-204-1793

Email: christy-ipa@sbcglobal.net

2013-2014 IPA Officers and Directors

Officers: Directors:

Debbie Dunaj (WI)
Ed Guca (Canada)

T. Ron Jasinski-Herbert (IL)
John Krawisz (IL)

Acting President:
1st Vice President:
2nd Vice President:

Rick Rzeszutko (IL)
vacant
Fred Kendzierski (NJ)

Treasurer: Linda Niewierowski (IL) )
Financial Secretary: Christy Krawisz (L) Pat Maduzia (IL)
Secretary: Laura Mateja (IL) ‘Dan Mateja (IL)
Advisor: Leon Kozicki (IL) Mike Matousek (MD)
Sergeant-At-Arms: Peter Danielczuk (CT) | Dennis Mikolajewski (IL)

Keith Pietranczyk (IL)
Ed Szela (MA)
Lori Urbanczyk (NY)
Joni Zychowski Minehart (PA)

Youth Advisor:
Special Advisor:

Jake Mikrut (IL)
Jerry Wantroba (IL)

Would you like your newsletter emailed
to you?

The IPA would like to go green! Help us
save money on printing costs and
postage.

If you would like your newsletter emailed
to you, please send an email to
christy-ipa@sbcglobal.net

Please put in the subject line: PLEASE

EMAIL MY NEWSLETTER.

IPA RADIO SHOW

Don’t forget to listen to the IPA Radio Show on Sundays, 10:00-10:30
a.m. Central Time on WPNA (1490 AM) in Chicago or via the internet at
www.wpnhal490am.com. Each show features IPA officers and
directors including Rick Rzeszutko, Pat Maduzia, Linda Niewierowski,
Laura Mateja, Christy Krawisz, John Krawisz, T. Ron Jasinski-Herbert,
Dan Mateja, and Jerry Wantroba.

The IPA Radio Show is also broadcast on the Polka Jammer Network
on Saturdays from 4-5 p.m. Central Time and then replayed on
Wednesdays from 9-10 p.m. Central Time. Be sure to tune in!

Visit www.polkajammernetwork.org

Please Call 1-800-TO-POLKA if you are interesting in advertising on the
IPA Radio Show. WE NEED SPONSORS!
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IPA Chicago Festival of Polka Bands

The weather may have been snowy and chilly, but the
polkas were hot on January 18 & 19. Polka fans from as far
as Minnesota to Massachusetts and even Canada
converged in Chicago to show their support and love for
polka music. Over 150 polka fans attended the Warm Up
Dance at Polonia Banquets on Saturday and over 375 at
Glendora Banquets on Sunday for the 45th Annual Chicago
Festival of Polka Bands. Thank you to all the bands who
gave their time and talents. Need music at your next event?
Book a live band! Contact information for the bands who
performed at the January dances are listed to the right.
Thank you to everyone who attended, performed, and
assisted to make this event a success.
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Polka Generations — Bernie Gorak, Il
polkagenerations@yahoo.com — 815-690-7649

IPA Tribute Band — Dan Mateja
mateja@ameritech.net — 708-403-7991

Music Company — Rick Rzeszutko
musico@comcast.net — 312-758-7490

Lenny Gomulka & the Chicago Push — Lenny Gomulka
ChicagoPush@aol.com — 413-374-7096

Bill Gula’s Chicago Image — Bill Gula
bghorn2@aol.com — 708-977-0227

Lenny Zielinski and the D Street Band — Len Zielinski
lenzielinski85@yahoo.com —312-914-0680

Jim Polaski’s Chicago NuTones — Jim Polaski
jpolaski@ync.net — 708-524-0778

Freeze Dried — John Krawisz
graphicpallet@sbcglobal.net — 630-334-2941

Ed Korosa, Jr. and His Boys from lllinois — Ed Korosa Jr.
ekbabydoll@aol.com — 773-586-3719

Tony Blazonczyk’s New Phaze — Tony Blazonczyk
tblaz2@gmail.com — 815-530-5917
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Dear Officers & Members,

| just want to send a few words of appreciation to
express my deep gratitude for the beautiful plaque on
the occasion of my 45th anniversary in the polka field.
Continued success to the IPA! Sto lat!

Musically,
Jersey Polka Richie

Dear Rick,

My sincere thanks to the International Polka
Association for selecting me as the recipient of
the Joe Jozwiak Special Achievement Award. It is
a true honor for me. My gratitude to the Board of
Directors, those who submitted my name for
nomination, and everyone in the polka field.

Polkas have always been a part of my life,
going back to when | took my first accordion
lesson at the age of seven. Pride for my
heritage and the music was instilled in me by my
grandparents and parents. My wife, Adele, is the
fuel that keeps me writing and working to promote
polkas.

Sincerely,
Steve Litwin

Official Publication of the International Polka Association, Inc. ®

News & Notes

e Thank you to everyone who helped make the
basket raffles as the IPA Chicago Festival of
Polka Bands a great success. Special thanks
to Stan Wilgocki, Susie Jurevis, and the
United States Polka Association who
donated basket raffle items.

e Thank you to Stas Strojny for his $20.00
donation.

e Thank you to Sandy & Brad Congdon for
their $50.00 donation in memory of Brian
Swick.

Dear International Polka Association,

Thank you for your generous gift of $50.00 received
on February 7, 2014 to Tidewell Hospice in memory of
Joseph M. Pinter.

Your contribution helps Tidewell Hospice continue to
provide the highest quality of care to patients and
families living with advance illness.

Sincerely,

Denise M. Pope, CFRE
Executive Vice President
Chief Philanthropy Officer

Dear International Polka Association,

On behalf of the children and families we serve,
thank you for donating $50.00 to the Center for
Independence through Conductive Education. Your
gift will help children with physical disabilities
receive motor training programs they need. Of the
children we serve, 45% of them live in low-income
families and could not participate without your help.
Thank you for helping us teach them skills that will
last a lifetime.

Thank you for honoring the life of Brian Swick by
helping our children. We are so sorry for the
incredible loss.

Sincerely,

Patricia Herbst
Executive Director
Center for Independence

IPA Financials

IPA Breakfast with Santa
$926.00 net loss

IPA Warm Up Dance
$1,084.00 net profit

IPA Chicago Festival of Polka Bands
$3,702.43 net profit
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Welcome New Members!

We would like to welcome our newest
members:

Richie Dombrowski
Ronald Greeg
George Hess
Bonnie Krebsback
Jeff Mytych
Felicia Reilly
Diane Trina
Tim Verthein
Dave Walczak
Edward Skalka—LIFETIME MEMBER

Members are very important to the
International Polka Association! If your
membership is up for renewal, please
send your renewal and dues as soon as
possible. Membership dues are $15.00
per year or $200.00 for a lifetime
membership.

Did You Know?

IPA Calendar of Events

Did you know the International Polka
Association is a 501(c)(3) non-profit
organization as recognhized by the IRS?
All donations to the IPA are tax-
deductible.

Sy AhMemoriam

Joe Pinter, IPA member and husband of former
IPA President Emily Pinter.

Jeanette Matejka, IPA member.
The friends and family of our extended IPA

family are in our thoughts and prayers. May they
rest in peace.

Can’t get enough polka on regular broadcast radio?
The alternative is polka internet radio, where the music
never stops. Most, if not all, archive their shows as
MP3 files, so that you may download and listen at your
leisure. Some of the polka sites you should be aware of
are:

http://www.247polkaheaven.com,
http:/www.polkajammernetwork.org,
http://www.polishnewcastleradio.com
http://wbcb1490.com/the-denny-o-polka-show
*Used with permission from Polonia Today*

March 8: IPA Warm Up Dance
Ludlow PACC
Ludlow, MA

March 9: 9th Annual IPA Benefit Dance
Ludlow PACC
Ludlow, MA

March 18: IPA General Member Meeting
and St. Joseph’s Mass & Table
Polonia Banquets, Chicago

March 30: Joint IPA & Let’s Polka USA
Dance
Glendora Banquets, Chicago

April 12: IPA Spring Polka Fling Dance
Potts Banquet Hall
Buffalo, NY

May 20: IPA General Member Meeting
Location TBA

July 15: IPA General Member Meeting
Polonia Banquets, Chicago

August 29-31: IPA Festival & Convention
Embassy Suites
Independence, Ohio

Page 5



http://www.247polkaheaven.com
http://www.polkajammernetwork.org
http://www.polishnewcastleradio.com
http://wbcb1490.com/the-denny-o-polka-show

March - April, 2014 Official Publication of the International Polka Association, Inc. ®

46th Annual IPA Festival and Convention

It's never too early to mark your calendars for the 46th annual IPA Festival and Convention! We hope you
can join us on a new weekend—Labor Day weekend, August 29, 30, and 31 at the Embassy Suites
Cleveland-Rockside; 5800 Rockside Woods Blvd in Independence, Ohio. Same location, new weekend.

Friday, August 29 starts the festival and convention with an afternoon welcome party and polka karaoke,
while the fine sounds of John Géra & Gérale and The Knewz will be alternating during the evening hours.

The annual Polka Music Hall of Fame and Awards banquet will start the festivities on Saturday, August
30. Music will begin in the afternoon and continue to the wee hours of the morning by Lenny Gomulka &
Chicago Push, The Boys, and The IPA Tribute Band, who will also be featuring several IPA Hall of Famers.

The festival concludes on Sunday, August 31 but has lots of events scheduled in the final day. Polka
Mass will be held, the annual convention meeting and elections will commence, and more fantastic polka
music will conclude the three-day event. Polka Country Musicians, The Project, and Full Circle will
provide some excellent polka music on Sunday afternoon and evening.

New this year—advanced 3-day passes will be available for purchase. Look for more information in
upcoming newsletters.

If you have not attended the IPA Festival and
Convention in the past few years, the Embassy .
Suites is an all-suites hotel. All suites have a Internat")“al
private bedroom and separate living rooms, a
wet bar, microwave, refrigerator, coffeemaker, 46™ P()“(a
and two flat-screen TVs. Also included is a Annual =
complimentary, cooked-to-order breakfast ASS()(_‘,]atl()n
each morning, a nightly complimentary man- .
ager’'s reception with light snacks and beverag- Fest|\/al & Same
es, and such amenities including indoor pool, . location!
whirlpool, and fitness center. C()nvent“)“ NEW
weekend!
Please Remember Us In Your sy S eos69000 ~ O"'C August
Wi" Or Tl'ust www.clevelandindependence.embassysuites.com 29 30, 31
2014
To assure the future of the IPA and polka music,
your assistance is needed. When you write or Friday, Saturday, Sunday,
review your Will or Trust, please consider August 29 August 30 August 31
leaving a charitable request. Ask your attorney John Géra & Lenny Gomulka & Polka Country
to include the International Polka Association. Gorale Chicago Push Mt
Have you moved? Have you updated your ToKomr The Boye The.Frajest
email address? Would you like your birthday IPA Tribute Band Full Circle
listed in the newsletter? Would you like your
newsletter emailed to you? Labor Day Weekend - Mark Your Calendars!!
Please email your updated information to
Christy Krawisz: christy-ipa@sbcglobal.net per hight wheh mentioning the IPA Polka Festival
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Saturday, March 8, 2014
Music 7pm - 11pm

IPA TRIBUTE BAND

Featuring:

Danny Mateja (Downtown Sound)
Tony Blazonczyk (New Phaze)
Melvin Rzeszutko (Downtown Sound)
Rick Rzeszutko (Music Company)
John Krawisz (Freeze Dried)
Lenny Zielinski (D-Street Band)
Vocals By Laura Mateja

l—r 7 SPECIAL PERFORMANCES BY POLKA HALL OF FAMERS: ]

Lenny Gomulka Mike Matousek

Fred Bulinski Richie Tokarz

Billy Belina Mitch Biskup

Freddy K '
And Many More to Be Announced

$15.00 Per Person
For Tickets Call:
Ed Szela —413-567-1961

9th ANNUAL IPA BENEFIT
DANCE

Ludlow PACC
355 East Street
Ludlow, Mass 01056

Sunday, March 9, 2014
2PM-7PM
Music By:
Lenny Gomulka’s Chicago Push

Dennis Polisky & The Maestro’s Men
Eddie Forman & EFO Orchestra

Musical Tribute

|
Eddie Blazonczyk 1

Get Your Tickets Early!
$20 per Person Advance Tickets Only
No Tickets Will Be Sold Or Held At The Door

FOR TICKETS - CALL: Ed Szela -413-567-1961
Or Send Check To:
Ed Szela, 104 Williston Drive, Long Meadow, Mass 01106

For Table Reservations of 8 or More Call Carol Blajda at 413-549-6997

‘N THEIPAANDLET'SPOLKAUSA ...
- PRESENT THEIR 3RD ANNUAL - €
JOINT DANCE

Sunday, March 30, 2014

at Glendora Banquets - 10225 S Harlem Avenue
Chicago Ridge, lllinois
Doors Open at 1:00 PM: Music from 2:00 PM - 6:00 PM

The IPA Tribute Band

featuring performances by Chicago Polka Hall Of Famers,
and a special guest performance by Canadian Hall Of Famer - John Géra!

Admission: $10.00 payable at the door

Show your current IPA or Let's Polka USA Membership
Card and receive $1.00 off admission price.

Raffics, Mcmbership Tabie, T-Shirts, musr- sale!

For more inf Visit www. com

INTERNATIONAL POLKA ASSOCIATION R
Promoting Polka Music Everywhere ;

Spring Polka Fling

Saturday, April 12, 2014

Featuring Two Polka Bands:

From Buffalo

www.thenewdirectionband.com

From Baltimore
www.theboysband.com

Music: 7:00 pm — 12:00 Midnight
Admission: $15.00

CcN'vmg to 8,
Join the \PA e D, uffalo
Memberships Members $13.00 470 gt okend 2015
3l 1Pa
$15.00/ye?f Cash Bar - No BYOB Polka Festiyg,

Doors Open at 6:00 pm

== Potts Banquet Hall -~

Clinton &Rossler Plaza

41 S. Rossler Street, Buffalo, NY 14206 /( U'/
f For Table Reservations Call:
L Dan 716.826.6575 or Ron 716.675.6588

LEE B
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POLKA BENEFIT DANCE

8th ANNUAL MEMORIAL “GIFT OF LIFE" DANCE

IN HONOR OF LISA MARIE BISKUP
PRCU HALL IN WYANDOTTE, MICHIGAN - 1430 OAK St. - 48192

SATURDAY, April 26, 2014

lenny Gomulka &
his Chicago Push

from Ludlow, Massachusetts
Xé J [y 2 e
\&; ., The IPA Tribute Band /%

Special guest appearance by the legendary Hall of Famer, Mitch Biskup
Door Prizes

Raffles

NO BYOB - CASH BAR ] Ford

AND

from

Chicago, llinois

Adults-$19.00
Kids 13 & under Free
Doors open at 6:00pm
Mausic from 6:30pm - 12:00am

Polish Kitchen

For More Information
Ron-Sue Biskup (810) 588-6266
ALL DONATIONS

INCLUDING ADMISSION PRICE
ISTAX DEDUCTABLE

ALL PROCEEDS ARE FOR THE ‘LISA BISKUP
ORGAN AND TISSUE DONOR FOUNDATION’
visit www.lisabiskupmemorial.com for more info

oo od FOR A BUS TRIP
TO Wyandotte, Michigan
On Saturday April 26 - Sunday April 27. 2014

$140.00 Double Occupancy
$175.00 for Single Occupancy
In Honor of Lisa Marie Biskup
at PRCU Hall in Wyandotte. Michigan

Music by
IPA TRIBUTE BAND
AND
LENNY GOMULKA AND THE CHICAGO PUSH

This Price Includes:
* Motor Coach Transportation
* Overnight Stay at Comfort Inn in Westgate
* Snacks and Refreshments on Bus and at the Hotel
* Admission to Dance

JOIN FESTIVAL OF FRIENDSHIP .
e — and the IPA g ’)

The bus will leave Glendora House, 10225 S. Harlem,
at 9:00 A.M. on Saturday and return Sunday at 5:00 P.M.

FOR RESERVATIONS CALL DAVE 312-315-2215
$25.00 DEPOSIT, BALANCE DUE APRIL 1ST
MAIL DEPOSIT TO:

DAVE ULCZYCKI, 4604 S. ARCHER, CHICAGO. IL 60632

NAME: _

ADDRESS: __

PHONE No.
KING

OR DOUBLE BED

2013-2014 IPA Calendar Raffle

Our annual calendar raffle has come to a close. Thank you to everyone who purchased raffle

tickets, and congratulations to all the winners!

NOVEMBER: Mike & Diane Nowakowski, Anne Marie Ma-
tousek, Kathy Blazonczyk, Rosemary Bartkus, Jerry Fabian,
Shirley Zale, David Wisniewski, Lorraine Ciesla,
Zach Ziobro, Bev Lorek, Samantha Gawlik, Jim Nash, Andy
Dziagwa, Kash Okerlund, Judy Krason, Ruth Lietz, Chet
Kowalkowski, Mike Matousek, Karen Hudy, Dennis Mikola-
jewski, Patty Daigle, Darryl Troczynski, Ed Tylka, Stanley
Sulikowski, Robert Wojnowski, Albert Meilutis, Mary K.
Dench, Carol Kasprowicz, Diane Pojedynski, Mitch Biskup.

DECEMBER: Jacob Sweis, Jeanette Ziobro, Andy Mocek,
Ruth Lietz, Bernie Gorak I, Sally Sendra, Richard Rzeszutko,
Jeannette Adamczyk, Eileen Krupinski, Kevin Rabska,
Tammy Arnes, Joe Lesniak, Ken A. Kendra, Matt Mocek,
Kathleen Houle, Kenneth Dunaj, Richard Sendra, Bernie
Goydish, Sonia Hyzy, Anne Marie Matousek, Debbie Dunaj,
Mike Skalecki, Richard Sendra, John & Sandy Mikrut, Ken &
Jen Ruitenburg, Rick Rzeszutko, Mary Keosaian, Susan
Jurevis, Susan Jurevis, Lucas Ruitenburg, Rich Sendra.
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JANUARY: Ruth Lietz, Richard Sendra, Judy Pollick, Carol
Blajda, Frank Gentille, Rich & Maryann Ruszkowski, Carol
Trzebiatowski, Jerry Fabian, Dave Jazo, Steve Kantorski,
Donna Krason, Keith Pietranczyk, Chester Pala, Andy
Mocek, Walter Kazmierczak, Eugene Kasprowicz, Mike
Skalecki, Carol Romaniszak, Bernie Goydish, Jackie Koziel,
Jeanne Szela, Ken & Jen Ruitenberg, Sandy Schuster,
Marge Machay, Rich “Sudsy” Cerajewski, Walter Dragon,
Richard Sendra, Mary Mikrut, Bob & Maryann Jakubielski,
Randy Volkral

FEBRUARY: Kenneth Dunaj, Rich Tokarz, Bernie Gorak |I,
Sonia Hyzy, Frank Gentille, Rosemary Bartkus, Anne
Gierut, Tony Petkovsek, James Pietranczyk, Hank Haller,
Paul Mocek, Mike Skalecki, Diane Pojedynski, Richard
Berkowicz, Judy Krason, Eddie Skinger, John Krawisz, Rich
& Maryann Ruszkowski, Kenneth Dunaj, Mary Keosaian,
Dan Nawrot, Todd Zaganiacz, Chris Bogdon, Judy Pollick,
Ed Burdzy, Tish Blazonczyk, Lori Lewandowski, Nancie
Eppers.
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Getting to Know Your IPA Board Members

Lori Urbanczyk, IPA Director from New York

Lori Urbanczyk may be one of the newest IPA directors,
but she is definitely not new to the polka scene. Lori’'s
family has been involved in polkas for many years. Her
dad, Ron, started playing polka music at a very young
age. He has played with Buffalo bands such as the
Polecats, Bedrock Boys, Concertina All Stars, and is
currently co-bandleader and concertina player for the
New Direction band. Her parents met at a polka dance
when they were young and have continued to attend
polka dances and festivals, taking her and her brother,
Brian, along with them when they were little. Brian
followed in her dad’s footsteps and currently plays
bass with The Knewz. Lori has assisted in various
facets with the New Direction’s first and latest CDs as
well as designing both CD covers.

Born and raised in West Seneca, NY, a suburb of
Buffalo, she had taken keyboard/piano lessons for
over nine years, starting at the age of five. Lori
currently resides in Cheektowaga, NY and is a special
education teacher for kids ages 3-4.

Lori hopes to continue to promote polka music to a
broader audience and encourage the growth of the IPA
organization throughout the country.

Aside from polka music, Lori’s other interests include a
love of traveling, wine, and art. She visited Spain and
France in 2000, as well as visited many different
states, and vacationing to the Caribbean and enjoying
several cruises. If you need help pairing a great wine
with your favorite meal, Lori can help!

Lori is looking forward to hosting the IPA Spring Fling
Dance in Buffalo on April 12. Help support polkas in
Buffalo, and welcome Lori to the board!

Ed Szela, IPA Director from Massachusetts

Ed Szela was elected IPA Director from Massachusetts in
August 1999. He was born in Thompsonville, Connecticut,
the son of Polish immigrants. His parents were actively
involved in the Polish community, volunteering their
services at local polka dances where Eddie developed his
love of polka music and learned to speak Polish fluently at
an early age. Eddie married his wife of 48 years, Jeanne,
on October 23, 1965.

They met at a polka dance, and along with their two
daughters, Sue & Sandy, they traveled throughout the
country attending numerous polka festivals, Polish
picnics, and polka cruises. Eddie & Jeanne reside in
Longmeadow, Massachusetts where they host an
annual Christmas Party at “Club Szela”- Where the Party
Never Ends!

Ed has always been dedicated to keeping polka music
alive, not only by supporting various clubs and polka
bands by attending their dances, but also by being an
active member of the IPA and other polka organizations.
He has for may years, along with Freddy Kendzierski, run a
benefit for the IPA Hall of Fame at the Ludlow PACC with
several thousand dollars of proceeds donated to the Hall
of Fame Fund.

He is a dedicated board member of the Ludlow PACC and
holds the position of Dance Committee Chairman
donating his time and efforts to bringing many popular
polka bands from near and far to entertain the polka fans.
He also has organized many bus trips to various polka
weekends and Polka Festivals.

Ed is proud to have been honored by the Ludlow PACC
with the Citizen of the Year Award for 2010, and by the IPA
with the Joe Jozwiak Award for 2012.

Be sure to say hello to Ed March 8-9 at the Ludlow PACC
for the IPA Benefit Dance.
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Warsaw ¢ CGzestochowa 2014
Zakepane o Krakew ° Oumagirs Vienna

September 25 - October 5, 2014

Departing from New York, Chicago & Toronto
cg/!ecm/ %Mgﬁbr - Visit Poland’s Capital

of Warsaw, Guided tour of Czestochowa.
4-nights in Krakow plus tours including

Included Features:
o All Airfares and Toxes

o Aecommodahions: First Clics Hollali Wawel Castle, Th? Salt Mines, Auschwitz

* Broakfost Daily with Lunch or Dinner & Wadowice. 4-nights in Zakopane. Raft

o All Entrance Fees the beautiful Dunajec River. Bonfire with
* Sightseeing Tours the Gorale in the Tatra mountains.

* Tronsfers Between Airporf ond Hotels ~ Regional foods, arts and crafts shopping

+ Professional English-Speaking Tour Guides in local villages. "Optional” tour of

* Deluxe Air-Conditioned Motorcooches ~ YIENNA, AUSTRIA with dinner in

* And So Much More!! Slovakia. Special personal entertainment
For More Info Call: by Lenny & Mitch throughout the tour.

4o Lenny (413) 374-7096 « lennygomulka@aol.com
: Mitch (617) 899-5895 » m.biskup@comcast.net

Send $500 Deposit per person to: Ull Ynclusive (ost:
Mitch Biskup Poland Tour $3,475::..
24 Beach Road * Ware, MA + 01082 Single Supplement 730
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March

Elaine Veverka

Todd Zaganiacz; Tim Verthein
Tom Mroczka; Ken Yagelski;
Dennis Zielinski, Jr; Karen Danielczuk
Jackie Koziel

Dick Pillar; Stanley Martin Sr.
Joan Pyzik; Rick Rzeszutko
Wendy Wantroba

Joseph Mehorczyk; Eddie Siwiec;
Joseph Pusz; Thomas McGuire;
Theresa Bolf;

Elizabeth Cepielik; Fred Ziwich

: Fr. Dennis Bogusz; Walter Kazmierczak;

Jon Peters

Garry Kuchenbecker; Josefine Kozak;
Angela Piasecki; Tommy Wanderlich
Edward Szela; Bob Raica

Madelene Pacana; Father Tom Aleksa;
Joan Zychowski Minehart;

Wojtek Kukielka

Larry Walk; Patrick Henry Cukierka;
Jeff Mleczko

Joseph Oginsky; Marcia Musial
Vincent Shemansky

Roman Marsolek; Annie Couch
Theresa Slipek; Debbie Jackinoski;
Ted Lange; John Zelasko

Julie Ann Kurdys

Mark Kohan; Missy Lynn Krejci;
Katie Krawisz

Marion Koziol

John Gretra; Tony Winiarz

Gary Szeflinski; Mike Gryczko

Mike Kochanek

Lucille Gay; Jim Barvainis

Fr. Robert Grib; Judy Stringhill;

Paul Wolniakowski
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‘| IPA Birthdays i

April

Helenrae Budzilek

Simon Buzalski

Bob Derks

Timothy Haselow; Felicia Reilly

Steven Smith; David Straup Slick

Betty Downey; Barbara Ann Adams;

Pete Pirucki; John Zelasko, Sr.

Michelle Genrich; John Budzinski;

Cynthia Ann Loringer; Veronica Grocholski

10: Anthony Szalkus

13: Louella Kundert

14: George Walker

16: Chris Valcik

17: Steve Meisner; Ronald Biskup;
Diane Nowakowski

18: Peter Wendinger

19: Mitch Gorz

20: Cherie Trzepacz

22: Leonard Cioch; Johnetta Vinka;
Ken MaykowskKi

23: Brian Szumigalski

25: Sally Rzeszutko; Brian Urbanczyk

26: Gary Osga

27: Rev. Phillip Grib; Michael Schrader;
Frieda Mocny; Linda Walczynski-Louie

28: Eric Kurowski; Joseph Price

30: Donna Stewart

NagrLONMR

©

If you wish to have your birthday listed, please send
an email to: christy-ipa@sbcglobal.net or send it to:
Christy Krawisz, [IPA Birthdays,
PO Box 1484 — Plainfield, IL 60585

Please remember, you must be an IPA member.




Patrick Henry Presents!

1SCONSIN Dells |
Polkka, Fest® e

APRIL 25-27, 2014

Chulo)/m |

NEW!

(728

Resort ’
A Great Weekera of Farweily FUN! Weekend Package Available:

Hours: Friday: 6pm-1am, Saturday: 12pm-1am, Sunday: 12-5pm @Y/ R V4 W L1170 Tuu 1] 11001 U a0
Lenny Gomulka & The Chicago Push & resort fee Includes:

from Massachusetts (Friday) 2-Night Stay in a beautiful Tower Room
Jeff Mleczko & The DynaBrass Weekend Passes to the Polka Fest
from Michigan (Saturday) Buffet Breakfast Saturday & Sunday
The Maroszek Brothers in the Market Fresh Buffet

from Wisconsin (Friday) Breakfast Gratuity

Eddie Biegaj: The Best of Eddie Biegaj *Each additional adult $60+tax.
from New Jersey (Saturday) *Each additional Child Under 16, $16+tax.
Darrell Weltin's New Brass Express *Upgrades available for additional $.
from Michigan (Saturday) Dance Floor By: Frank Napiwocki!
Lenny Zielinski & The “D” Street Band —mmm
from lllinois (Saturday) Room only prices starting at $109/night.
The Jolly Zuk Brothers Extend your stay! 3rd night 50% off!

from Minnesota (Saturday)

Gennie O & The Windy City Brass .\
from Illinois (Saturday) \,&6‘ Call Chula Vista Resort direct at
The Polish COI‘“‘IECU W 1-877-624-0685 promo code: C52656
from Wisconsin (Sunday) for our discount rates and packages!
Neal Zunker & The MUSIC connection Discount code is not available
from Wisconsin (Sunday) for online reservations.

Festival Information Only: o ﬁ
Phone: 773-889-6811 Daily Admission: Fri. or Sat: $17, Sun: $10

l E-mail: polkadj@sbcglobal.net Weekend Pass: $40, Kids Under 16: Free!
Chul WWW.DELLSPOLKAFEST.COM with guardian. Plus Tax where applicable.
A . .
Resort

Chula Vista Resort, 2501 River Road, Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin

Waterpark pass only $10/person per day.

Page 12



March - April, 2014 Official Publication of the International Polka Association, Inc. ®

. . . Related to Polka Music
Communications Committee
Visit their website
The IPA Board has recently established a new committee to work www.polkasunited.com
on Marketing and Communications. It is initially comprised of a sub
group of officers and directors and will work on the following THE IPA RADIO SHOW IS ON THE
efforts: POLKA JAMMER NETWORK

The IPA Radio Show is on the Polka
Jammer Network from 4-5p.m. on Saturdays
and replayed on Wednesdays from 9-10 pm.

-PROMOTE the IPA Organization and Hall of Fame
- LEAD efforts to increase membership in the Organization

-DEVELOP strategies to expand the Polka fan base (Central Time).
-WORK to improve communications to our Polka fans and between
all the constituencies involved in the industry www.polkajammernetwork.org

-BUILD alliances with other relevant organizations, both polka
related and non-polka related

- SUPPORT and endorse member polka professionals in their areas
of work

Any IPA members who have skKills in these areas and would like to
volunteer their time and talents to help towards these efforts are
asked to send an email to editor@internationalpolka.com.

, - | - S _ To purchase a copy of this CD, please send a check or money order made
£ CRgCOETE S0 payable to the IPA, for $18.00 ($15.00 plus $3.00 postage and handling).

Mail it to: International Polka Association, 4608 S. Archer Avenue,
Chicago, IL 60632.

PLEASE BE SURE TO SEND YOUR NAME, ADDRESS, CITY, STATE AND ZIP
CODE so we can mail the CD to you.

You can also purchase a copy of this CD from any IPA Tribute Band
Member.

Rich Bobinski - 26 Classic Hits from the Past

New CD Release! Co-Producer & Sound File Enhancement by
Peter J. Danielczuk, IPA Sgt. At Arms. A portion of the proceeds
from this recording are being donated to the International Polka
Association. The IPA is instrumental in the preservation and
promotion of polka music throughout the United States.

Distributor and Co-Producer is Jimmy K Polkas, 440-846-0404 or
visit www.jimmykpolkas.com.
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$1000 FREDDY K JR
MUSIC SCHOLARSHIP AWARD

Freddy K Jr. played trumpet in his father’s band, The Freddy K
Band, when he died in an automobile accident in July of 1997.
Music, especially polka music, was Fred’s life and passion. His
personality, sense of humor, and love of polka music affected
all who knew him. The music scholarship fund was set up to
carry on where Fred left off by promoting polka music through
the gift of a $1,000 scholarship to a deserving student every
year. Each award will be given at one of the polka festivals
{during the summer.

_ The Freddy K Jr. Music Scholarship Committee is how accepting
~|requests for applications for the 2014 scholarship award.

' Applicants must be high school seniors who have been
accepted to an accredited college and play a musical instrument. Anyone who is interested
in applying for this year's award can download an application on our website at
www.freddykjrmusicscholarship.com or contact the Scholarship Committee at the following
address:

The Freddy K. Jr. Scholarship Fund
50 Totten Drive
Bridgewater, NJ 08807

WINNERS OF $1,000 SCHOLARSHIPS:

2013—Eva Snyder; South Hadley, Massachusetts
2012—Justin Kohan; Orchard Park, New York
2011—Stephen Piatkowski; Canastota, New York
2010—Kassandre Dardzinski; Saugus, Massachusetts and Anita Marie Thomas; Balto, Maryland
2009—David Raccis; Wilbreham, Massachusetts
2008—Christopher Wanyo; Shillington, Pennsylvania
2007—Kevin Martin; Hudson, New Hampshire
2006—Lanelle Raccis; Wilbreham, Massachusetts
2005—Nick Koryluk; Hicksville, New York
2004—Michael D. Riel, Il; Chicopee, Massachusetts
2003—Ryan Ogrodny; White Oak, Pennsylvania
2002—Brian Romianik; Millville, New Jersey
2001—Melissa Mocadlo; Stevens Point, Wisconsin
2000—Andrew Krystopolski; Wilmington, Delaware
1999—William Lomnychuk; Reading, Pennsylvania
1998—John Daigle; Chicopee, Massachusetts
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PolkaConnection.com

Your connection to polka
music from around the world.

Call Free (866) 901-6138
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T.K. Frank’s Best Sellers - CD’s

ADAMCZYK, STEVE

“Hi-Fi Polkas” ~ “Polkas with Pep”

“Parade of Polkas”

BLIHOUDE, OTTO

“Gamel’ots Story”

BLOUNT, STAN

“It’s About Time”

BORZYMOWSKI, FRANK

“Sax is Good for You” NEW

THE BOYS

“ANew Day” ~ “Classics”

“Boysterous” NEW

BUDZILEK, RAY

“Happy Polka Tunes with Jimmy Sturr”
“Cleveland Style Polkas”

“The Cleveland Sound”

BUFFALO KNEWZ

“4th Edition”

“Got Knewz” ~ “Knewz Flash”

“Eyewitness “ NEW

BULANDA, STAS & OLD SCHOOL
“Glory Days” ~ “Shout Out”

CHESKY, LARRY

“One Stage Polkas”

“Wonderful World of Polkas”

“New Sounds in Polkas”

“Polish Dolls”

CONCERTINA ALL STARS

“Dancing With The All Stars”

“Concertina Hero”

CONCERTINA SESSIONS

“30th Anniversary”

CYMAN, JAN AND MUSICALAIRES
“Better late then Never”

DAN GURY & DYNADUKES

“Polka Radio” NEW

DARLAK, JERRY & BUFFALO TOUCH
“America’s Most Requested Polkas”

“Touch This” - “Polkas in Black and White”
“Untouched Live in Las Vegas”

“Let the Good Times Roll” - “For our Polka Friends”
“Flirty Squirty: Dyngus Day Party Hits”
“Back in Touch”

DEUESCHMIESTERS

“Greatest Hits— Double CD” ($25.00)

THE DIVAS

“Girls Night Out” New

DYNATONES

“LiveWire 1 & 2”

“Until The End Of The World Rolls Around”
EDDIE BLAZONCZYK’S VERSATONES
“Versalicious”

“Shaken Not Stirred”

FORMAN, EDDIE

“Movin’ On”

FORNEK, STEVE

“Package of Polkas”

GAZDA, RICK

“Tribute To Bernie Witkowski”

GOLDEN TONES

“A Bunch of Polkas”

GOMULKA, LENNY & CHICAGO PUSH
"Save The Music” NEW

GORA, JOHN & GORALE

“Bulletproof Polkas” ~ “Polka Playin’ Fool”
“Butterfly” NEW

GRKMAN, JOE

“Heavy Button Music”

“The Button Box Polka Craze”

GUBALA, FRANK

“Greatest Polkas You Ever Heard Volume 1”
“Greatest Polkas You Ever Heard Volume 2”
“Greatest Polkas You Ever Heard Volume 3”
“Greatest Polkas You Ever Heard Volume 4”
GUCA, ED

“Toronto Polkas Go Go Go”

“Fiddlin” Around”

HALLER, HANK

“Cleveland Style Polkas”

“Hank Haller Ensemble”

“Slovenian Favorites”

“Amazing Polkas”

HENNY & THE VERSA Js

“Don’t Stop” ~ “Come on Over”

“Mother’s Hands”

“If I Could Be Like You”

HENRY, RAY

“Polkas with Spirit”

“Golden Polkas”

HONKY EXPRESS

“Polka Heaven”

HUDENSKI, BUD

“Resurgence”

“Vintage Bud”

IPA TRIBUTE BAND

“Yesterday’s Songs”

JERRY N’ AL

“Squeeze Box Serenade”

KILIAN, JIMMY

“Polkas from the Windy City”

LUSH, MARION

“Golden Voice of Polkas”

“Marvelous Memories Of Marion” $18
“More Marvelous Memories of Marion” $18
“Good Times, Good Polkas” $18
LUKITSCH, KARL

“Drive Time”

“Live It Up”

MAESTRO’S MEN

“Don’t Stop The Music”

“”’Enjoy the Little Things” NEW

“Strike Up the Band”
MAKSYMOWICZ, TED

“Polkas from Poland”

MEISNER, STEVE

“Songs of Love”

“Polkarina”

“Meisner Magic 50th Anniversary, Volume 2”
“Verne Verne Verne”

“Meisner Concert”

MEIXER, ALEX

“Stay All Night” NEW

NEW BRASS EXPRESS

“In This Game Together”

NEW DIRECTION

“Follow Directions”

NEW TRADITION

“Outside the Box”

NICKEL CITY NOTES

“Spare Change”

OBERAITIS, JOE

“Past, Present, Future” ~ “Polkas by Joe Oberaitis”
“Polka Sizzlers”

“Polka Music at the Swingin’ Best”

“A little bit of Polish Soul” ~ “Mr. Polka Dynamite”
“Two guys from Cleveland” ~ “Old Polish Songs”
OSTANEK, WALTER

“The Two of Us”

Polka Celebration”

“Good Friends, Good Music”

“Nonstop Polkas”

“Timeless” ~ “Polka Celebration with Joey Miskulin”
“Care Free Polkas and Waltzes”
PENNSYLVANIA MERRY MAKERS
“Reunion “NEW

PIWOWARCZYK, ANIA

“Life’s Too Short.Thank God For Polkas”
POLKA FAMILY

“Let’s Go Polka Dancing 2008”

“Hungry For More”

“Family Favorites Volume 4”

“Mooore Cowbell”

“Proud to be Polish” NEW

ROBERTS, BERNIE

“Greatest Hits”

ROSIE AND THE JAMMERS
“Celebrate” ~ “At Last”

“Live”

RYCZEK, JOHN AND SONS
“Blazing Polkas”

RYMANOWSKI BROTHERS

“It’s About Time”

SEIBERT, NANCY

“Loca For The Polka”

SIX FAT DUTCHMAN

“#1 Polka Band” ~ “Great Polka Band”
SOLEK, WALT

“Give Polkas” ~ “Supreme Polkas”
“Plenty Fun Polkas” ~ “Fun Polkas”
“Walt Solak Sing and Swings”
STAIDUHAR ORCHESTRA
“Staiduhar’s Finale”

JOHN STANKEY

“Coal Miners Memories” ~ “Through the Years”
“Something Old, Something New”

“On the Roll” ~ “A Little This”

“Live at Lakeside” ~ “Wedding Memories”
“Good to the Last Drop” "~ “Coal Mines are Closing”
“Coal Miners Vesoly Antek”

“Polka with Stankey and the Coal Miners”
“Next Generation” ~ “Statue of Liberty”
STAVINS, BOB

“Polka Bananza”

STEPHANIE

“Polka Memories” ~ “This Is Polka Music”
"Best of Wanda and Stephanie Volume 2" $18.00
“Best of Wanda and Stephanie”
STEVENS, JOHN & DOUBLESHOT
“Best of Volume 2” ~ “Overlooked”
“Kickin Polkas” NEW

STURR, JIMMY AND BUDZIELEK, RAY
“Happy Polka Times”

SURRATT, MIKE

“Polka Element”

SZUBSKI

“Songs of Slovakia”

TONY’S POLKA BAND

“Come & Listen”

VARIOUS ARTIST—KEITH STRAS PRESENTS
“Honky Heaven” NEW

VARITONES

“Good Times”

YANKOVIC, FRANKIE

“My Very Best” ~ “Plays the Hits”

“Plays the Polkas Hits”

“More Hits” New ~ “King of Polkas”
“Plays Everyone’s Favorites”
WISNIEWSKI, GENE

“Jackpot of Polkas” ~ “Rockin’ Polkas”
“Cavalcade of Polkas”

WOJNAROWSKI, FRANK

“Finger Dancing Polkas”

YANKOVIC, FRANK

“More Hits”

“Plays the Hits”

ZIELINSKI, LENNY & D-STREET
“Blue Skies Ahead”

CD’s $15.00 (tax included)
3 for $42.00 ~ UNLESS MARKED
Add $2.40 shipping and handling for every 3
pieces, $4.80 for 4, 5 & 6 pieces, $7.20 for 7 or
more pieces.

(Please make 1 or 2 substitutions)
Please include your phone number. Orders will

not ship without proper information.

Please make checks payable to: F.C. Proszowski and send orders to:
POLKA RECORDS, PO Box 321, Conshohocken, PA 19428 Call: 610-828-2089 www.polkas.com\tkfrank

Please check the Internet for more Selections: www.polkas.com\tkfrank
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WALT PROCANYN ORCHESTRA

NEW CD
MUSIC SPEAKS

Big Band, Polkas & Mariachi
“Brilliant” “Dellghtful” “Caliente”

Walt’s Theme, Let Me Play For You & Fanfare
Lassus Trombone

Baby Doll Vocal Polka

Sweet Harmony Polka
Tavern in the Town Vocal Polka
The New Clarinet Polka

School Days Accapella Singers
Alexander’s Ragtime Band
£ Music Speaks Polka
B 10. Silent Night
sl 11. Mexican Hat Dance
12. Jersey Bounce
13. Dance Away Your Blues Vocal Polka
T e, % 9 14. Band of Gold Polka

““ '” = i’ son 01 4 15. Walt’s Closing Theme

o

BIG BAND, POLKA & MARIACHI

‘NEW TORK CITY
Y

=

W NoOU b WwN

Walt Procanyn Orchestra a ta ta Hha wall nraramw ~ SN
CD’s - Cassettes Listen live to the walt procanyn BAND STAND SHOW
“Simply the very best in Big Band & Polka Music”
www.247PolkaHeaven.com g

Big Band Polkas—Big Band Polka Swing

Polka Glory Polka Classic
Hi Polka Cuzzin Polka Gold MON: Midnight
ﬁolka Classics Polka Music THURS: 4 AM
olka USA Gotta Polka
Best of Walt Procanyn FRI : 10 AM .
Big Band & Polka with a Touch of Class SAT : 7-8 PM
Blg Band & Polka Manhattan Rhythm Eastern Standard Tin‘le
Big Band & Polka on Broadway - ——
The Beat Goes On i\‘} A
Let’s Dance - -

A World of Music
Music Speaks

Polka Cuzzin WALT PROCANYN ORCHESTRA

pPECIAL, P.0. BOX 770044, WOODSIDE, NY 11377-0044
Cot TFREE (718) 458-7958  (718) 310-0886
POLISH & UKRAINIAN CD’s $15 cash EMAIL: procanynpolkas@aol.com
T-shirts - Golf Shirts - +$3 S&H www.polkamagic.net
Hats and Official Band
Merchandise. N
SIVELY O
Send for a FREE Catalog. HEARD Excrl:::tlolla Artists
{ -
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IPA Dates to Remember Advertise in the IPA Newsletter

March 9: 9th Annual IPA Benefit Dance cilp One Issue 675,00 per
UL Page..cererereereieieiene .00 per issue
LUd'OW, MA Half Pagge $55.00 Ser issue
March 18: IPA General Member Meeting and | Quarter Page ......c.ocvvrsveses 24000 per Issue
y Eighth Page......cccccovecircircnnne 25.00 per issue
St. Joseph’s Mass & Table
March 30: Joint IPA & Let’s Polka USA Dance Three ssues |
Aprll 12: IPA Sprlng Fllng DanCe ;L::fppaagg!z ............................... ii;gg z:: :::E:
Buffalo, NY Quarter Page ......ccoceeeveveveveereennns $36.00 per issue
May 20 IPA General Member Meeting Eighth Page......cccccvecirciricnnnne $22.00 per issue
July 15: IPA General Member Meeting SixIssues
AUgUSt 29_31 IPA Festival & Convention Full Page.....ccoeeerecircenicnnnnns $60.00 per ?ssue
Half Page...... $40.00 per issue
Quarter Page .......cocoeeueerererennnnnns $32.00 per issue
Eighth Page.....ccccceovveveeeneennnnenes $20.00 per issue

Visit WWW.mternatpnalpolka.com to Stay PLEASE NOTE: For advertisements requiring pictures, please add a one-time
up-to-date with all IPA events. charge of $10.00.

IMPORTANT NOTICE ABOUT MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS!!
As reminders for membership renewals are mailed out, it would be greatly appreciated if these could be returned as soon as
possible. Not only are these fees used to allocate printing and mailing expenses, but for various other causes. So please return
your renewals in a timely matter.

International Polka Association, Inc.®
4608 S Archer Avenue, Chicago, IL 60632
1-800-TO-POLKA (1-800-867-6552)

Website: www.internationalpolka.com



http://www.internationalpolka.com

